
Our Hometown Newspaper

AndoverBeacon.com April 2012 735-6099

Andover Beacon
PO Box 149
Andover NH
03216-0149

Prsrt Std
ECRWSS

US Postage
PAID

Permit No. 5
Andover NH

POSTAL CUSTOMER

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Our town is full of talented, hard-
working tradesmen of all kinds. For 
anything from a spring clean-up for 
your yard to building a new house, there 
are local contractors and handymen to 
fi ll the bill.

In last month’s Beacon we asked lo-
cal contractors and handymen to con-
tact us so we could offer our readers a 

Call An Andover Contractor 
For Your Spring Projects

list for their consideration. Listed be-
low are those who responded. If you’d 
like to be included in next spring’s list, 
watch for the reminder in the March 
2012 Beacon.

Stephen Barton and Sons Carpen-• 
try does additions, decks, garages, re-
modeling, and new homes, as well as 
replacement of doors and windows, 
roofs, and siding. Contact Steve at 

See Contractors  on page 22

Lorraine Cline of Wychwood Farm on Shaw Hill feeds the fi re as sap turns 
to syrup in the evaporator pan above the fi re. For more maple photos, see 
pages 26 and 28.  Photo: Charlie Darling

MVHS Senior Project Roadshow
Andover seniors at Merrimack Valley High School have been invited to 

bring their senior projects to AE/MS on the morning of Friday, April 20, 
from 8:30 to 9:30 AM. The entire Andover community is invited to see 
our seniors’ amazing work and help them celebrate this culmination of their 
13 years of education. Please come to show your support!

By Ben Leubsdorf 
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed from March 23 Monitor
Concord offi cials are having sec-

ond thoughts about the regional single-
stream recycling [SSR] plant set to be 
built this year in Penacook, and the 
project appears close to being scuttled.

The city’s Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee yesterday recommended 
that Concord pull out of the nearly $19 
million project. A fi nal decision rests 
with the city council, which will meet 
April 9.

The plant won’t be built if Concord 
doesn’t participate, according to Jim 
Presher, director of the Concord Re-
gional Solid Waste/Resource Recovery 
Cooperative.

The 25-member cooperative’s plans 

for a recycling plant off Whitney Road 
have been in the works since 2007. The 
plant would receive paper, plastic, and 
other recyclable materials without the 

need for pre-sorting. That, advocates 
said, would lead to increased recycling 
in participating communities and extra 
revenue by selling the materials on the 
commodities market.

The city council last September 
made a seemingly fi nal decision to 
participate in the project, along with 

Concord May Back Out 
Of SSR Plant Project

The SSR plant won’t be 
built if Concord doesn’t 
participate.

Town of Andover press release
The fourth annual Town Clean-Up 

Week will begin on Saturday, May 
5. This event is a joint effort by the 
Andover Conservation Commission 
and the Town of Andover, with Pat 
Moyer and Marj Roy as co-chairs. 

Andover residents are encouraged 
to adopt a road to clean up. The clean-
up does not have to occur during Town 
Clean-Up Week but is expected to be 
completed sometime during the fi rst 
three weeks of May. 

Participants will be given blue trash 
bags which, when full, can be left by 
the side of the road. The bags will be 

picked up and brought to the Transfer 
Station by J&B Landscaping at no cost 
to the Town.

You can sign up and pick up blue 
bags at the Town Offi ce during business 
hours. The goal is to secure a volunteer 
for each of the roads in town. 

Make Plans To Help With 
Town Clean-Up Week!

AN
DOVER TOWN CLEAN-UP W

EEKAN
DOVER TOWN CLEAN-UP W

EEK

May 5-12 ,  2012May 5-12 ,  2012

March 13, Town Meeting Day 2012, was unseasonably balmy, so curbside 
campaigning was in full swing. Photo: Charlie Darling

Budget Committee’s recommended 
budget of $4.35 million for the 2012-
13 school year, including approval of a 
warrant article raising $15,690 for new 
fl oor covering in the middle school 
wing. This is an increase of $33,450 or 
+0.8% over last year’s appropriation of 
$4.32 million. 

The School Board estimates that 
revenues to offset taxes this year will 
be down some $33,000 from last year, 
primarily a result of a reduction in State 
aid. The resulting School tax rate for 
this year is expected to be approximate-
ly $12.66. This is an increase of $0.25 or 
2.0% over last year’s rate of $12.41. 

The present estimate of current year 
expenditures suggests that little or no 
fund surplus will be available to reduce 

Town Meetings Approve 
Nearly Flat Budgets

By Ed Hiller
For the Beacon

The Andover budgets have been fi -
nalized by the various annual meetings, 
with the result that the total appropria-
tions to be funded by Andover taxes in 
2012 are nearly the same as in 2011. 

The School budget is up $33,450. 
The net Town budget is down $89,537. 
The Fire budgets show an increase of 
$684. The net result is that the total net 
appropriations for 2012 are down from 
last year by $55,403 or -0.9%. Increases 
in estimated offsetting revenues may 
result in the total tax rate for 2012 being 
down slightly, by about $0.11 or -0.6% 
from last year.
School District Meeting

The Andover School District Meet-
ing on March 5 voted to approve the See Budgets  on page 3

See SSR  on page 2
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Franklin, Laconia, and more than two 
dozen other communities [including 
Andover] across the state. The coop-
erative’s board voted later that month 
to build the plant. Cooperative offi cials 
say they plan to fi nalize loans for the 
project next month.

But Concord offi cials were spooked 
by a report detailing the project’s latest 
fi nancial projections, dated January 31 
and prepared by Craig Musselman, the 
cooperative’s engineering consultant.

The 47,600-square-foot plant and at-
tached offi ce building are expected to 
cost about $15.6 million to construct, 
with the cooperative borrowing $9.2 
million and chipping in about $6.4 mil-

SSR  from page 1 lion in cash from its capital reserves.
Presher said the cooperative has al-

ready spent about $3 million on the 
project.

The plant will need to take in more 
than 30,000 tons of material a year in 
order to cover operating and debt ser-
vice costs, according to Musselman’s 
report. Presher said the cooperative has 
commitments for about 24,200 tons 
and expects to sign up more communi-
ties and private entities once the plant 
is online.

But in order to earn back its cash 
contribution, Musselman wrote, the 
cooperative would need to attract more 
than 50,000 tons of material a year to 
the plant under “favorable materials 
market conditions.”

That’s possible, he said yesterday, 
but doesn’t seem likely.

In addition, at the request of potential 
lenders, the cooperative board decided 
that the 13 cooperative members par-
ticipating in the single-stream project 
should be responsible for paying back 
the loans if the project fails, instead of 
the cooperative as a whole.

Deputy City Manager for Finance 
Brian LeBrun and General Services 
Director Chip Chesley said that means, 
instead of being responsible for about 33 
percent of the debt, Concord would be 
responsible for 41.5 percent, or roughly 
$4.03 million.

City Manager Tom Aspell said the 
project is still viable, but “the risk is 
high. The risk is much higher than it 

was in 2011.”
At yesterday’s meeting of Concord’s 

Solid Waste Advisory Committee, 
LeBrun praised Presher and Mussel-
man for being “very fair and up-front” 
about their projections. But, he said, the 
“signifi cant risk increase” worries city 
staff.

Presher told the committee he’s 
confi dent the plant will attract enough 
material to be viable. He also listed the 
project’s ancillary benefi ts to the city, 
including 25 to 30 jobs and a Payment 
In Lieu of Taxes agreement that will 
provide the city with $133,000 a year in 
revenue.

“There are benefi ts that should not 
be overlooked,” he said.

But Ward 7 Councilor Keith Nyhan, 
chairman of the solid waste committee, 
said he simply wasn’t comfortable with 
the risk to Concord taxpayers.

“When the council looked at it be-
fore … there seemed to be relatively a 
greater chance of reward with a per-
centage of risk,” Nyhan said. “And now 
there seems to be a shift, with less re-
ward and more risk.”

After more than an hour of discus-
sion, the six members present indicated 
agreement with Nyhan that Concord 
shouldn’t go forward with the single-
stream project. The city council will 
discuss that recommendation at its 
April 9 meeting.

Copyright © 2012 Concord Monitor
Ben Leubsdorf can be reached at 

369-3307 or BLeubsdorf@CMonitor.com.

735-4488
Now in Potter Place
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voted a net appropriation of $68,926, 
and the East Andover Fire Department 
voted a net appropriation of $54,193, 
both nearly unchanged from the previ-
ous year.

The total net appropriations voted 
for 2012 at the various annual meetings 

come to $5.86 million, nearly identical 
to the $5.84 million appropriated for 
2011. 

Assuming that the Merrimack 
County charge to Andover this year re-
mains the same as last year, and consid-
ering the various changes to expected 
offsetting revenues, the total tax rate for 
this year is estimated to be down about 
$0.11 or -0.6% from last year, as shown 
in the chart.

The decrease in the tax bill for a typ-
ical property assessed at $200,000 will 
be about $22. 

Appropriations (Net of Pass-Through Items)
Department 2011 2012 Change
School $4,317,579 $4,351,029 $33,450 0.8%
Town $1,460,591 $1,371,054 -$89,537 -6.1%
Fire
  Andover $68,928 $68,926 -$2 0.0%
  E. Andover $53,507 $54,193 $686 1.3%
Total $5,900,605 $5,845,202 -$55,403 -0.9%

Tax Rates (’11 actual, ’12 estimated)
School $12.41 $12.66 $0.25 2.0%
Town $3.54 $3.18 -$0.36 -10.2%
Fire
  Andover $0.63 $0.63  ---  ---
  E. Andover $0.34 $0.34  ---  ---
County $2.39 $2.39  ---  ---
Total Tax Rates
  Andover $18.97 $18.86 -$0.11 -0.6%
  E. Andover $18.68 $18.57 -$0.11 -0.6%
Tax on a $200,000 Property (’11 actual, ’12 estimated)

  Andover $3,794 $3,772 -$22 -0.6%
  E. Andover $3,736 $3,714 -$22 -0.6%

this tax rate.
Town Meeting

The Andover Town Meeting voted 
to appropriate a Town budget for 2012 
that is slightly lower than the budget 
voted for 2011. Two 
small increases were 
made to the Budget 
Committee’s rec-
ommended budget, 
one to increase the 
amount for Highway 
Safety Equipment by 
$4,000 and one to in-
crease the amount for 
Parks and Recreation 
by $3,080. 

The fi nal appropri-
ation voted for 2012 
was $1.37 million (net 
of pass-through items 
that do not affect tax-
es), down $89,567 or 
-6.1% from last year’s 
net appropriation of 
$1.46 million.

The Board of Se-
lectmen estimates that revenues avail-
able to offset taxes in 2012 will be 
slightly higher than in 2011. The esti-
mated amount to be raised by taxes for 
the 2012 budget is down about $9,600, 
or -10% from last year’s amount. This 
would result in the Town tax rate for 
2012 of $3.18, down $0.36 or -10% from 
last year’s tax rate of $3.54. 

It is not anticipated that any surplus 
will be available from 2011 to reduce 
this tax rate.
Fire Departments

The Andover Fire Department 

Budgets  from page 1

John Tetreault, an employee of Utility Partners of America (UPA), com-
pletes the installation of a new “smart meter” on an East Andover home. 
According to the New Hampshire Electric Co-op (NHEC), “Smart meters 
look similar to existing meters but no longer feature spinning dials. They 
have digital output readings similar to those on your digital alarm clock 
or car stereo. These digital readings travel via a wireless communications 
network, offering more accurate readings in a more timely fashion. This 
type of reading provides members with more detailed information about 
their energy usage and also provides NHEC with operational effi ciencies.”  
NHEC has contracted with UPA to replace all 80,000 NHEC member’s me-
ters by the end of the year. At this point, UPA is about half done with the 
4,700 meters in Andover and expects to fi nish the rest within the next 
couple of months. Learn more at NHEC.coop. 

 Photo and caption: Larry Chase

By Ray Duckler
Concord Monitor staff

From the March 14 Monitor
While most of the static at Andover’s 

town meeting last night came from 
a faulty microphone, voters created 
enough noise to increase spending by 
nearly $7,100.

That left the town with a $1,263,054 
budget for this year, $38,055 less than 
it had spent in 2011. Most of the ar-
ticles put money aside in [capital] re-
serve funds, with the top expenditure 
at $50,000 earmarked for highway 
special projects. An additional $25,000 
will be used to replace the town’s am-
bulance.

Meanwhile, the hottest issue of the 
night, unresolved by press time, con-
cerned the fi nal warrant article, pe-
titioned by a resident looking for the 
town to discontinue and relinquish 
all interests in a portion of Beech Hill 
Road.

Passage of the article, according 
to the petitioner, would protect the 
road’s status as a scenic corridor, la-
beled as such by Andover 32 years 
ago. Voters were asked to weigh the 
area’s natural beauty against the 
town’s need to maintain the road for 
emergency vehicles.

Before each article was examined, 
residents dissected each piece of the 
budget, looking in most cases to save 
money wherever possible.

Ironically, though, the two changes 
they made upped the budget by more 
than $7,000 in areas of safety and rec-
reational sports.

First, an amendment was proposed 
to raise the recommended amount for 
safety equipment from $3,000 to $7,000. 

One resident pointed out that the differ-
ence would mean just a $3 difference 
on an average tax bill.

The amendment passed by a nearly 
unanimous show of hands.

Residents initially rejected a motion 
to increase the proposed price tag for 
parks and recreation expenses, choos-
ing to stay with the suggested amount 
of $28,000 rather than increase it by 
$3,080, as had been favored by the se-
lectmen.

Fifteen minutes later, though, after 
addressing other business, a motion to 
reconsider the amendment surfaced, 
with residents this time agreeing to 
spend the additional $3,080.

Howard George, whose initial sup-
port of the increased spending didn’t 
seem to resonate with other voters, was 
happy the town chose to appreciate town 
sports and its impact on the children.

“I thought it was done after the fi rst 
time,” George said. “I thought I missed 
the ball. I can see their thinking for 
wanting to save money, but we really 
need it.”

The recession and its effect on the 
housing market came to light when 
Toby Locke asked about money going 
into capital reserve funds when, in some 
cases, people were losing their homes.

“What happens when we need to 
replace a cruiser?” responded Jennifer 
Coffey, a state representative. “What 
happens when we need a new ambu-
lance? I’m concerned with people losing 
their houses, but it will be a much larger 
expense down the road if we don’t start 
putting money away now.”

Copyright © 2012 Concord Monitor
Ray Duckler can be reached at 369-

3304 or RDuckler@CMonitor.com.

Town Meeting Increases 
2012 Budget By $7,080

Homeowners � Automobile � Business � Life � Recreational

       Proud to be Concord Group’s
              Local Representative

Contoocook Office            New London Office
           25 Dolly Road                                             52 Main Street
    Contoocook, NH 03229                       New London, NH 03257-0249
    Phone:  (603) 746-6677                             Phone:  (603) 526-6991
      Fax:  (603) 746-6216                                 Fax:  (603) 526-9677

WWW.NHINS.COM
Visit our new and improved website to request quotes, learn more about us
                and even access your account to make payments online!
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Support Our Advertisers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 
The best way to keep them advertising is to 

be sure to thank them for supporting The Andover Beacon! 

INDE X OF A DV ERTISER SINDE X OF A DV ERTISER S
AUTOMOTIVE

Benson Auto 2
Blackwater Auto Body 25
C&C Cars 30
Juanita’s Auto 14
Ken’s Offroad 16
Keyser’s Garage 22
Lauridsen Auto Body 39
Marshall’s Garage 8
Route 104 Auto Repair 20
S&P Auto 37
TNT Auto Body Shop 48
Walker Automotive 32
Windshield World 7

DINING & LODGING
Arctic Dreams 48
Blackwater Junction Restaurant 5
MacKenna’s Restaurant 13
Pizza Chef 50

EVENTS
Immaculate Conception

Rummage Sale 13
New London Outing Club

Hoopfest 47
Pellerin Benefi t 29

HOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS
Antiques & Artisans, Too 13
Barn Store 31
Black Forest Nursery 6
Clarke’s Hardware 20
The Constant Quilter 27
Country Pine Furniture 30
Fireweed Floral 30
Floorcraft 30
Gimpy’s Workshop 27
Gourmet Garden 31
Grace’s Radio Shack 48
RP Johnson & Son 38, 39
Ken Reid Antiques 13
Robert’s Greenhouse 31
Spring Ledge Farm 31
Tack Room 27
Tucker Mountain Maple 28
Whisper Wind Stables 30

HOME & GARDEN SERVICES
ADF Flooring - 21
All & Awl Repair 30
Ayer & Goss Fuels 19
Stephen Barton and Sons 22
Bob’s Shop 47
Byron's Septic 11
Capitol Alarm Systems 49
Chase Hill Designs 21
Chase Hill Plumbing and Heating 21
Conway Tree Service 23
Doug and Sons 21
Rick Dukette 21
HR Clough / Kearsarge Heating Oils 21
Dumpster Depot 27
Fenton's Construction 22
Fred Fuller Oil 15
Guillemette Tree Service 23
Iron Hammer Stoneworks 21
Huckleberry Heating Oil 10
Kearsarge Concrete and Sweeping 21
RT Lake 21
Marceau & Sons 23
Masse Electrical 26
Mead & Braley Standing Seam 19
Merzi Excavation 23
Miles Spray Foam Insulation 22
Clayton A. Miller Plumbing 22
Porter Paving 23
Albert Sanborn 22

Mr Steam & Sons 23
New London Septic Service 23
Poulin Property Maintenance 23
Mark Thompson Excavating 23
The Village Sweep 36
Weathercheck 21

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES
Andover Congregational Church 36
Andover Food Pantry 35
Appletree Opticians 31
Mindy Bicknell, LMT 20
Breast & Cervical Cancer Screening 35
Casey Family Services 37
Chadwick Funeral 43
Kearsarge Chiropractic Clinic 2
Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist 48
Laconia Housing Authority 15
Lake Sunapee VNA & Hospice 18
Life Long Care 16
LRGHealthcare 34, 41
New London Chiropractic Center 47
New London Hospital 17
Over-65 Support 25
Peabody Home 24
Dr Jean-Paul Rabbath, Dentist 20
Ragged Mountain Physical Therapy 18
Smart Memorial Home 47
Sound Advice Hearing Centers 36
Dr Richard Talkington, Optometrist 49
Tilton Medical Associates 50
Woodcrest Village 43

PETS & ANIMALS
Avalon Animal Hospital 16
Dee’s Dogs 15
Mountain High Kennel 45
Pleasant Lake Veterinary 14

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Barton Insurance Agency 3
Jay C Boynton Law Offi ce 5
Bristol Insurance Agency 34
ERC Associates 7
AW Frost Agency 2
Heartwood Accounting Services 17
Debra Livingston, CLTC 33
Seufert Law 14
Thompson Insurance Agency 46

REAL ESTATE
$10,000 Reward 10
Angeli & Associates 6
Coldwell Banker Milestone – 

Stacey Viandier 9
Lake Farm Realty 5

RECREATION & ENTERTAINMENT
Andover Cable Channel 8 34
Franklin Opera House 31
Mountainside Racquet & Fitness 48
Mt. Sunapee Ski Resort 51

SCHOOLS & LESSONS
AE/MS Registration 47
Andover After School Program 44
EAVP Registration 45
Imagination Inn 43
Underhill Driving School 48

SERVICES
The Andover Beacon Advertising 4
The Andover Beacon Subscriptions 4
Andover Service Club Scholarships 41
Heritage Family History 32
Joan Marie’s Tanning & Hair Styling 45
New Horizons Hairstylists 46

SHOPS
Andover Service Club Thrift Shop 33
Jake’s Market 48

Advertise in Advertise in 
The Andover BeaconThe Andover Beacon

The Beacon is mailed every month to over 1,100 households
 in Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad sales team 
or visit AndoverBeacon.com

Suzy BrownSuzy Brown
735-5309 

Connie Powers Connie Powers 
735-5454

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $230 $130 $68 $24

Eighth page $422 $238 $125 $44
Quarter page $758 $427 $225 $79

Half page $1,526 $859 $453 $159
Full page $2,774 $1,561 $824 $289

Pre-printed insert $1,526 $859 $453 $159

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its Andover members 

to give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

31 Gifts - Helen Brothers Zipper Pouch Don and Linda Varnum
Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Bill Leber
Blackwater Junction Rest. Gift Certifi cate Alex Bernhard
H’MMM - Helen Brothers Fashion Accessory Donna McDonald
Herbalife - Helen Brothers Sample Set Rich & Stephanie Gross
Jake’s Market and Deli Gift Certifi cate Roger Henderson
Kearsarge Magazine 1-Year Subscription Fritz Hunting
MacKenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Rita Norander
Mary Kay - Laura Condon Gift Certifi cate Shirley Currier
NH Telephone Museum Admission for Two Bruce Cassella
New Horizons Hairstylists Hair Care Products Tay Clark

WINNERSWINNERS! ! Call volunteer Call volunteer Margo CoolidgeMargo Coolidge at  at 735-5418735-5418 to collect your prize.to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.
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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift Subscr. ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!
Donations (not including $25 for each out-of-town or gift subscription) are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

The Andover Beacon is published monthly by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a 
New Hampshire non-profi t corporation and 501(c)(3) tax-exempt public charity. Board of 
Directors: Steve Darling, Nan Kaplan, John Kinney, Betsy Paine, Chuck Will.
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We depend on donations from the com-
munity for a large part of our operating budget. Out-of-town or seasonal subscriptions: $25. 
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The next issue should be in mailboxes on Fri-
day, April 27. Please get all ads, articles, etc. 
to us by Sunday, April 15,Sunday, April 15, at the latest. And 
earlier is always better!earlier is always better!

Donations (not including $25 for each out-of-town or gift subscription) are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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to the Winter Equipment Rental line 
item if necessary. 

Carroll further pointed out that 
our combined equipment rental line 
items (summer and winter) are ap-
proximately $250,000, which is about 
double what that fi gure was prior to 
six years ago. “I suggest that the Road 
Agent look at the effi ciency of what 
we’re spending,” he said.

Road Agent Jon Champagne, ad-
dressing the proposed amendment, 
said, “There’s just no telling with the 
weather. We’re just going to cut our-

State Representative Jennifer Coffey (right) looks over home-weatherization 
information provided by the Andover Energy Group in the AE/MS School gym 
during Town Meeting Day, as Susan Chase, an Energy Group member, looks 
on.  Photo and caption: Larry Chase

Town Meeting Results, Town Meeting Results, 
Article By ArticleArticle By Article

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

On Tuesday, March 13, Andover tax-
payers gathered in the AE/MS gym for 
Andover’s annual Town Meeting. The 
meeting started at 7 PM, though Moder-
ator Ed Becker announced that the polls 
would remain open until 7:30 PM.

Town Administrator Marj Roy 
spoke movingly about Lorraine 
Locke’s recent passing. See the side-
bar on this page for Marj’s words and 
page 42 for Lorraine’s obituary.
Warrant Article 1

Election of Offi cers. See the re-
sults on page 8.
Warrant Article 2

$1,255,973.50 for the 2012 Town 
Budget. This amount does not include 
amounts from any other warrant ar-

ticles that may be adopted.
Referring to the Safety Equipment 

line item in the Highways and Bridg-
es section of the budget, Andy Guptill 
said that the Road Agent had asked 
for $7,000; the Board of Selectmen 
recommended $5,000; and the Bud-
get Committee recommended $3,000. 
[Town Meeting votes on the Budget 
Committee’s recommended amounts.] 
Andy pointed out that the difference 
between the Road Agent’s original 
request and the Budget Committee’s 
recommendation amounts to about $3 
on a typical Andover tax bill. “Would 
you want to go to the family of some-
one injured or killed on the job and 
tell them they saved $3 on their tax 
bill?” he asked. He moved to change 
the line item to $7,000. See Town Meeting  on page 6

Remembering Lorraine Locke
Marj Roy opened the 2012 Andover Town Meeting with these words.

“Last Friday, our community lost someone who touched many of our 
lives. Lorraine Locke was our town clerk and tax collector for 24 years, and 
having been her deputy for a year and a half before she retired, I can tell 
you she had character, and she was a character.

“Lorraine had a sense of humor and had nicknames for many of her 
customers. I always laughed when she looked through the window be-
tween our offi ce and the waiting room and said, “Here comes Mr. Trouble,” 
or “Here comes my friend, the Hat Lady.” She enjoyed laughing with people 
about her nicknames for them.

“Lorraine loved country music. Eileen and I joined her for a Josh Turner 
concert at Meadowbrook. Lorraine chatted with the folks from WOKQ for a 
few minutes, and the next thing Eileen and I knew, we were backstage hav-
ing our pictures taken with Josh Turner himself! We were very surprised, 
but Lorraine took it all in stride – it wasn’t the fi rst time she’d been back-
stage.

“Lottery scratch tickets were her specialty. When we celebrate birth-
days at the offi ce, scratch tickets are a good gift and always make us think 
of Lorraine. Lorraine was thoughtful and remembered our birthdays with 
cards and phone calls, even after she retired.

“As many of you know, computers were not her specialty. I can still hear 
her saying, “I know everything has to be computerized – just wait until I’m 
out of here before you get those darned things!” I did.

“When I became a grandmother, we had fun talking about the grand-
children. I had one, and she had 19 or 20!

“Lorraine gave a lot of time and energy to our town, and I’d like this 
meeting to honor Lorraine with a moment of silence. Thank you.

When the voice vote on the amend-
ment was too close to call, the mod-
erator asked for a show of hands, and 
the amendment passed.

Noting that the Selectmen rec-
ommended $170,000 in the Win-
ter Equipment Rental line item, Jeff 
Miller moved to increase the Budget 
Committee’s $160,000 fi gure for Win-
ter Equipment Rental to $170,000. 

Speaking to the proposed amend-
ment, Carroll Gautreau of the Budget 
Committee said that there are savings 
being generated in the Winter Mate-
rials line item that could be moved 

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444
urie@tds.net

Andover
$186,900

Go through the covered bridge 
and up the hill to fi nd fi ve tidy 

acres with views both 
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Available
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735-5099
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selves short in the long run” if we don’t 
increase the amount to $170,000.

Dan Coolidge asked whether the 
$10,000 difference could come out of 
the Winter Materials line item.

Jeff Miller expressed concern that 
the savings in Winter Materials due 
to the Town’s new sand pit might not 
continue due to “permitting issues.” 
He said, “Swapping money [between 
those two line items] is a bad plan.”

Selectman Don Gross pointed out 
that “we tried to save Winter Materi-
als money by decreasing the amount 
of salt we add to the sand, but that 
caused big chunks of ice in the sand 
which made it hard on the guys who 
sand and plow the roads.”

The proposal to increase Winter 
Equipment Rental to $170,000 failed 
on a show of hands.

Alan Hanscom of the Recreation 
Committee spoke to the difference be-
tween the Selectmen’s recommended 
$31,080 on the Parks and Recreation 
line item (the same amount as was 
approved in the 2011 budget) and the 
Budget Committee’s recommended 
$28,000. Alan said that because the 
2012 ski program is already complete, 
any reduction in the Recreation Com-
mittee’s budget would have to come 
entirely out of the swim program and 
the soccer program, both of which 
would be hurt by the reduction.

Carroll Gautreau of the Budget Com-

mittee said that the fi gure of $28,000 
was based on the fact that the Recreation 
Committee only spent about $21,400 of 
their $31,080 budget last year.

The proposed increase was defeat-
ed on a voice vote.

Mary Anne Levesque asked why 
the Street Signs line item had in-
creased from $2,000 in the 2011 bud-
get to $3,000 in the 2012 budget when 
only $590 was actually spent last 
year.

Road Agent Jon Cham-
pagne said that many street 
signs have been stolen and 
need to be replaced for safety. 

Chuck Keyser suggested 
that we spend a little extra 
on tamper-proof bolts for the 
signs in order to save the cost 
of replacing them.

Ed Becker recounted a sto-
ry from the time he served as 
Town Administrator. The road 
agent had slathered grease on 
the street sign poles to deter 
theft, and a mother called the Town 
Offi ce to complain about the grease 
getting all over her child’s clothes.

Don Kaplan asked if the Town is 
considering any alternative to spend-
ing $250,000 annually on equipment 
rental.

Jeff Newcomb of the Budget Com-
mittee said, “We’re going to start 
looking at it and perhaps report back 
later with a more detailed report.”

Andy Guptill said that when he 

was a selectman in 2005 and 2006, 
“we started noticing it was harder and 
harder to hire trucks because we were 
paying substantially less than New 
Hampshire DOT.” The selectmen 
subsequently raised the rental rates 
the Town pays. That doesn’t explain 
the entire 2006 increase that Carroll 
Gautreau noted earlier, Andy said, but 
it does explain some of it.

Carla Levesque noted that both 
Construction Debris Disposal and Old 

Landfi ll Testing and Mowing were 
budgeted this year at about three times 
the amount actually spent in 2011.

Ken Tripp of the Recycling Com-
mittee replied that Construction Debris 
Disposal is offset by the fees contrac-
tors and homeowners pay to dump con-
struction debris at the Transfer Station.

Howard George pointed out that the 
Recreation Committee held no meet-
ings last year and that it didn’t spend 
its year-end money as it always had 
in the past. He asked that the meeting 
reconsider the earlier proposal to in-
crease the Parks and Recreation line 
item to $31,080. The meeting agreed 
to reconsider the proposed amend-
ment on a show of hands.

Carroll Gautreau of the Budget 
Committee said that this is an oppor-
tunity for the Recreation Committee 
to regroup. The current budget item of 
$28,000 is $7,000 more than they spent 
last year, “so I think they’ll be OK.”

Howard George listed all the 
things that go into maintaining the 
Town beach and the Blackwater Park, 
and all the equipment required to run 
the ski, soccer, and swim programs. 
He pointed out that Blackwater Park 
is the nicest facility in the area and a 
valuable asset to the town that needs 

to be properly maintained.
Charlie McCrave said that the 

$10,000 they didn’t spend last year 
wasn’t good management, but it went 
back into the General Fund. Now 
they’re asking to have it back. 

The reconsidered amendment 
passed on a voice vote.

Mary Anne Levesque moved to 
decrease the Construction Debris 
Disposal line item to $10,000. There 
was no second.

Moderator Ed Becker called for a 
vote on the 2012 budget, with amend-
ments, at $1,263,054. The voice vote 
in favor was all but unanimous.
Warrant Article 3

To add $20,000 to the Bridge Re-
habilitation Capital Reserve Fund.

Toby Locke pointed out that we 
only made about $200 interest last 
year on about $400,000 in capital re-
serve funds and asked what are the 
benefi ts of capital reserve funds when 
interest rates are so low.

Jenn Coffey pointed out that with-
out capital reserve funds, the tax rate 
would rise sharply every time we had 
to replace a police cruiser or a bridge.

Trustee of Trust Funds Joanne Ed-
gar said that the trustees work with 
the bank quarterly to get the best in-
terest rate they can.

Article 3 passed all but unanimously.
 Warrant Article 4

To add $18,550 to the Town Re-
valuation Capital Reserve Fund.

Town Administrator Marj Roy 
amended the article to the correct fi g-
ure, which should have been $13,440. 
The amendment and the amended ar-
ticle each passed.
Warrant Article 5

To withdraw $18,550 from the Town 
Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund.

Again, Town Administrator Marj 
Roy amended the article to the cor-
rect fi gure, which should have been 
$13,440. The amendment and the 
amended article each passed.
Warrant Article 6

To add $10,000 to the Highway 
Equipment Capital Reserve Fund.

Article 6 passed all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 7

To add $10,000 to the Transfer 
Station Capital Reserve Fund.

Selectmen Vicky Mishcon and Don Gross 
confer with Town Administrator Marj Roy.
 Photo: Charlie Darling

Town Meeting  from page 5
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Warrant Article 11
$50,000 to establish the Highway 

Special Projects Capital Reserve 
Fund.

Mary Hiller pointed out that we’ve 
already appropriated over $300,000 
for highways and bridges in the budget 
and asked what this $50,000 is for.

Selectman Don Gross said that we 
have no highway projects budgeted 
this year, but there are plenty that will 
be coming up. Setting aside $50,000 
this year and again next year will 
put us in a position to do a project in 
the near future without causing a big 
jump in the tax rate.

Article 11 passed all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 12

To discontinue the Town’s inter-
ests in a portion of Beech Hill Road.

Arch Weathers, who had submit-
ted this article by petition, presented 
the arguments for using this warrant 
article to stop Beech Hill Road from 
becoming a connector into the top 
part of the Fenvale development. His 
main points were:

The existing Class 6 road is a ben-• 
efi t to the town, with no mainte-
nance and no liability.
The Fenvale developer could get a • 
private benefi t by using the Class 
6 road to access Fenvale.
The Planning Board years ago • 
approved access to Fenvale via 
Route 4, but also provided for an 
unimproved emergency access 
corridor from the end of Beech 
Hill Road.

Arch Weathers spoke to Article 12, which 
proposed to discontinue a Class 6 section of 
Beech Hill Road. Photo: Charlie Darling

Toby Locke asked why, if we’re go-
ing to single stream recycling (SSR), 
we need to add $10,000 to this capital 
reserve fund.

Ken Tripp of the Recycling Com-
mittee said that we’ll need more con-
tainers to store the recycling and a 
compactor to save on transportation 
costs.

Toby asked if we’ll expend the 
$40,000 we’ve currently got in this 
fund this year.

Selectman Don Gross said that 
we’d probably buy a new SSR com-
pactor, repair the existing trash 
compactor, and update some 
equipment to get ready for the 
change to SSR. That could all 
come to about $50,000.

Carroll Gautreau asked if 
any numbers were available 
for the savings we expect 
from SSR.

Don replied that we don’t 
have those numbers; it all de-
pends on the value of the re-
cyclables. SSR will reduce our 
trash hauling and tipping fees 
and be much more convenient 
for Andover residents.

Article 7 passed all but unan-
imously.

[See also the SSR story on 
page 1.]
Warrant Article 8

To add $6,000 to the Police Cruis-
er Capital Reserve Fund.

Article 8 passed all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 9

$4,000 for work in the East 
Andover Cemetery.

Andy Guptill proposed an amend-
ment to the article to stipulate that all 
work would be put out to competitive 
bid. The moderator ruled the amend-
ment out of order as not being rele-
vant to the budget amount. Jeff Miller 
made a motion to override the mod-
erator’s ruling, but the motion was 
defeated.

The article itself passed on a voice 
vote.
Warrant Article 10

$25,000 to establish the Town 
Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund.

Article 10 passed all but unanimously.

Town Meeting  from page 6 The Town does not feel that the • 
emergency access corridor needs 
improvement in order to be used 
for emergency access.
With approval from either the • 
Board of Selectmen or the 
Road Agent, the developer 
could improve the Class 
6 road. The Town still 
wouldn’t be liable or have 
to maintain the improved 
road.
If the developer im-• 
proved the Class 6 por-
tion of Beech Hill Road, 
that would place a bur-
den on the town because 
the improved road would 
be steep and have a bad 
line-of-sight; it would put 
more traffi c on Beech Hill 
Road, which is deteriorat-
ing and has a sharp turn; it 
would put more traffi c on 
a scenic corridor; it would 
kill some of the old trees 
lining the road.
Discontinuance, which this article • 
asks for, is the only permanent 
solution, because as long as it’s a 
Class 6 road, a future Board of Se-
lectmen or Road Agent could per-
mit the developer to improve it.
Discontinuance would not impact • 
emergency access.
If the Class 6 portion were discontin-• 
ued, a private easement through a land 
trust would ensure public access.

“Beech Hill Road is a destination, • 
not a connector. To make it a con-
nector would make it another un-
remarkable landscape.”

Selectman Vicky Mishcon said that 

the Board of Selectmen sent this ques-
tion to the Town’s attorney. His opin-
ion was that discontinuance is a bad 
idea because it impacts the emergen-
cy access corridor that the Planning 
Board stipulated and therefore opens 
the Town to law suits. The Board of 
Selectmen opposes this article.

Nan Kaplan said that the Conserva-
tion Commission supports this article 

Selectman Don Gross Photo: Charlie Darling

See Town Meeting  on page 8
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because it helps preserve the landscape.
Andy Guptill said that this corri-

dor is not currently in a condition for 
a fi re or rescue vehicle. If this corridor 
were improved, we’d also have an al-
ternative to Main Street. 

Pat Cutter read a letter from Chris 
Norris, who was unable to attend the 
meeting. He pointed out that the cor-
ridor is precipitous and its use as ac-
cess is inappropriate.

Toby Locke: “We got bamboozled 
last year into giving up a Class 6 road, 

and now we can’t access one of the 
town cemeteries. Lawrence Street is 
a nice street with a lot of old trees. If 
the end of Beech Hill Road were like 
that, we could all drive up and enjoy 
it, instead of just a few walkers.”

Deb Brower spoke in opposition, 
expressing her concern that we’d put 

a lot of people at risk and open 
ourselves to law suits. “There 
are miles and miles of other 
trails people can use.”

Brad Hardy, a full-time fi re-
man, said that the only rescue 
equipment Andover owns that 
can get down that corridor now 
is the Gator, and not in winter. 
He advocated for the corridor 
to be improved and maintained 
for year-round emergency ac-
cess.

Jeff Miller pointed out 
that past Class 6 upgrades 
on Tucker Mountain Road 
and Old College Road have 
worked out well. 

Gretchen Hildebrand, who 
lives at the base of Beech Hill 
Road, said that “people come 
fl ying down that hill. Increas-
ing access and traffi c scares 

me.”
Charlie McCrave of the Andover 

School Board said that there are 13 
families on Beech Hill Road with no 
school bus service because the upper 
part of Beech Hill Road is too danger-
ous for buses.

Town Moderator Ed Becker, retiring after 
more than 20 years’ service, received a 
standing ovation from the meeting.
 Photo: Larry Chase

Town Meeting  from page 7

SAMPLE

ARTICLE 1: To choose all necessary Town officers for the year ensuing.

SELECTMAN
for Three Years

Vote for ONE
Howard Wilson 

James Danforth 

Mary A. Levesque 

Robert Richardson 

__________________ 

BUDGET COMMITTEE
for Three Years

Vote for TWO
Neil (Arch) Weathers 

James Delaney, Sr. 

Robert Ward 

__________________ 

__________________ CEMETERY TRUSTEE
for Three Years

Vote for ONE
Susan E. Schnare 

__________________ LIBRARY TRUSTEE
for Three Years

Vote for TWO
Anne Hewitt 

Susan Chase 

Shirley Currier 

__________________ 

__________________ 

TOWN TREASURER
for Two Years

Vote for ONE
Shirley Currier 

__________________ 

ROAD AGENT
for Two Years

Vote for ONE
Joseph D. Poulin 

Jon Champagne 

__________________ 

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
for One Year

Vote for ONE
Melissa Thompson 

Suzanne Carmack 

Joanna Sumner 

__________________ 

MODERATOR
for Two Years

Vote for ONE
Daniel Coolidge 

__________________ 

SUPERVISOR OF CHECKLIST
for Six Years

Vote for ONE
Arthur Urie 

__________________ 

Town Officers Ballot

Here are the results of the Town and School District offi cers 
on the ballot for Tuesday, March 13.

SAMPLE
ARTICLE 1: To choose all necessary School 

District officers for the year ensuing. SCHOOL CLERK
for One Year

Vote for ONE
Christie Coll 

__________________ 

SCHOOL TREASURER
for One Year

Vote for ONE
Shirley H. Currier 

__________________ 

SCHOOL BOARD
for Three Years

Vote for TWO
Barbara Lynch 

Michelle Dudek 

Donald E. Gould 

__________________ 

__________________ 

SCHOOL MODERATOR
for One Year

Vote for ONE
__________________ 

Andover School District 
Officers Ballot

Barbara Lynch (School Board) withdrew her candidacy, though 
her name appeared on the ballot nonetheless, for legal reasons.

93
248
128
138

339
347
298

265
362

167
32

430

366
257
397

562

539 588

545

509

536

105

258
341
434

Betsy Paine (write-in)














 















Carroll Gautreau said he thinks we 
need more time to consider this idea.

Selectman Don Gross said that the 
developer says he has no intention of 
upgrading the corridor.

Karen Brule pointed out that if ei-
ther of the two bridges on Lawrence 
Street were to go out for any reason, 
we’d need that corridor to get people 
on Beech Hill Road and Bradley Lake 
Road in and out.

In response to all the discussion, 
Arch proposed to withdraw his mo-

tion and work further with the Select-
men on the issue.

The meeting voted unanimously to 
table Warrant Article 12.
Warrant Article 13

Any other business.
Selectman Jake Johnson reminded 

the meeting that this would be Ed 
Becker’s last Town Meeting as mod-
erator. The meeting showed its ap-
preciation for Ed’s long service as 
moderator by rising to its feet and ap-
plauding vigorously. 
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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The day after Town Meeting, the 
Beacon asked several of our newly-
elected Town and School District offi -
cials the following question:

 “As a newly-elected offi cial, what 
are your goals for the coming year? Are 
there changes you’d like to see? How do 
you plan to work toward realizing those 
changes?”

Here are the replies we received.
Jim Danforth, Selectman: “Mon-

day, March 19, will be my fi rst Select-
men’s meeting with a seat on the other 
side of the table. One of my goals in-
cludes improving communication 
among the Town, residents, businesses, 
and local non-profi ts. 

“My efforts will include mass dis-
tribution of the Selectmen’s meeting 
agenda on the Friday before the meet-
ing via bulletin boards, the Town’s 
Web page, Channel 8, and e-mail to 
those who request it. I also hope we 
can reformat the selectmen’s meeting 
so that those who watch the meeting 
on Channel 8 know who is speaking, 
the issue to which they are speaking, 
and the response of the selectmen as 
a group.

“I am not sure if Andover will 
consider this a radical idea, but I will 
be contacting local companies to see 
what, if anything, the Town can do to 
help grow both their companies and the 
number of employees. 

“We have a great town with wonder-
ful resources, outstanding people, and a 
willingness to work together. I am look-
ing forward to working for you and for 
our town.”

James Delaney, Sr., Budget Com-
mittee: “I would fi rst of all like to 
thank all of the people who voted for 
me. One of the things I would like to 
do is have the Budget Committee try 
to attend some of the Board of Select-
men meetings. I feel that if this were to 
happen, we could see what the money 
is spent on and try to understand the 
needs of the town during the year in-
stead of just making decisions in one 

or two nights. 
“I also feel that we should do the 

same for the School Board. If we want 
to get a true handle on how the money 
in this town is spent, then we should see 
these boards in action. 

“I would like the Committee to ac-
tually work during the year with the 
Selectmen to oversee the budget. I feel 
that this is or should be part of our re-
sponsibility as the Budget Committee, 
as I stated. 

“Thank you for your vote and I will 
do the best I can for you and the Town 
of Andover.”

Joanna Sumner, Town Clerk 
/ Tax Collector: “I want to thank 
everyone who came out to vote on 
Election Day. I am very excited 
about resuming my duties with the 
added responsibilities that come with 
the new title. I am just gathering my 
thoughts and catching my breath af-
ter a busy six months in the offi ce by 
myself. 

“My new deputy, Wanda Smith, 
will be here, and together we will 
start a new chapter in the history of 
the Town Offi ce. Thank you again for 
your support.”

Daniel Coolidge, Town Moderator: 
“Our retiring moderator, Ed Becker, is 
going to be a tough act for me to follow. 
I’ll be happy if I can do anywhere near 
as well.

“I will do my best to assure that elec-
tions and meetings are run effi ciently, 
fairly, and with a sense of humor. As 
moderator, I don’t have any plans for 
signifi cant change.”

Betsy Paine, School Moderator: “I 
was very impressed at the civility and 
effi ciency of this year’s School District 
Meeting. I want to thank Ed Becker for 
his years of service as school district 
moderator. 

“I would like to work to continue to 
maintain an atmosphere that supports 
a productive discussion of the school’s 
budget. We have a tremendous resource 
at AE/MS and as a former parent I am 
proud of the school and want to be able 
to give back.” 

Newly-Elected Offi  cials Newly-Elected Offi  cials 
Ready To Pitch InReady To Pitch In

Town Clerk Joanna Sumner (herself a newly-elected Town offi cial) swears in 
Jim Danforth for a three-year term as selectman. Photo: Charlie Darling

Th e Board of Selectmen’s Th e Board of Selectmen’s 
Th oughts On Town MeetingTh oughts On Town Meeting

By Victoria Mishcon
Andover Board of Selectmen

The Andover Board of Selectmen 
thanks the citizens of Andover for their 
general support of the budget presented 
at Town Meeting. There were some 
minor differences in some lines be-
tween the Budget Committee recom-
mendations and those of the Board of 
Selectmen, and voters participated with 
enthusiasm in discussion of the budget 
and other warrant articles.

The meeting approved a 2½% pay in-
crease for Town employees. This brings 
our wages up a little further from the 
bottom in comparison with other towns 
our size, while keeping the tax rate im-
pact low (about six cents).

The appropriation for winter equip-
ment rental (snow plowing) was de-
creased by $10,000 from last year’s ap-
propriation. The Highway Department 
will have to keep close track of its bud-
get to assure there is enough money for 
next fall’s winter storms.

The meeting supported the Road 
Agent’s request for $7,000 toward the 
purchase of safety equipment. Purchase 
of good safety equipment is long over-
due. We will feel much better know-
ing that our road workers have proper 
protection as well as keeping the public 
safe with proper signage and warnings.

The warrant articles for all capital 
reserve funds were supported, includ-
ing the two new funds for the ambu-
lance and for highway projects. These 
funds not only support the need for es-
sential equipment for the town, but also 
help to keep our tax rate even by putting 
away a little bit each year. Voters made 
it clear that they would like the Trustees 
of Trust Funds to explore options for 
better interest rates on those funds.

For clarifi cation, I would like to note 
that several years ago, the selectmen cre-
ated a Special Projects line for the road im-
provement plan. A ten-year plan had been 
put together, and the cost for each year’s 
project was put directly into the budget. 

Given the state of the economy and 
the jump in last year’s tax bill due to 
work on road projects, we decided to 

move road project costs to a capital re-
serve fund that we could build up over 
time, thereby reducing the impact on 
any given year.

Voters approved adding $3,080 to the 
Recreation Department after a strong 
plea from Howard George. Howard ex-
plained that the extra money was need-
ed to pay for materials and equipment 
needed for the programs. The Board 
of Selectmen will be working with the 
Recreation Committee to help them re-
organize membership and policies.

The fi nal warrant article was a pe-
titioned article asking the Town to dis-
continue the Class 6 section of Beech 
Hill Road, beginning at the terminus 
of the paved Class 5 section and ending 
690 feet down at the corner of the stone 
walls. Arch Weathers gave a thorough 
presentation of the advantages and dis-
advantages of discontinuance. 

A lengthy discussion followed, with 
Carroll Gautreau making the point that 
more information was needed before 
a vote should be taken. In fact, Arch 
withdrew his motion and the article 
was tabled until next year. We will keep 
residents informed of any new develop-
ments concerning this issue through 
The Andover Beacon and postings of 
meeting agendas.

We are pleased to have Marj Roy on 
board as our full-time Town Adminis-
trator, now that Joanna Sumner has been 
elected Town Clerk and Tax Collector. 
Marj has a long list of courses in town 
government and budgeting under her 
belt. Her work as Town Clerk and Tax 
Collector has prepared her well for many 
fi nancial and legal aspects of town gov-
ernment. As a long-time Andover resi-
dent, her local knowledge is a boon.

Congratulations to our newly-elect-
ed Town and school offi cials! We look 
forward to working with all of you as 
we strive to serve our community well. 
We also strongly encourage you to par-
ticipate in the many training opportuni-
ties available through the New Hamp-
shire Local Government Center. Go to 
NHLGC.org for a list of upcoming work-
shops. 

4 BR, 2.5 BA. Great views of Mt. Kearsarge! For sale or rent. 
192 Beech Hill Road, Andover • $1400/month or $269,000

STACEY VIANDIER • Coldwell Banker Milestone Real Estate • 526-4116 • www.CBMilestone.com

192 Beech Hill Road192 Beech Hill Road
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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

About 75 Andover taxpayers set-
tled into the AE/MS gym on Monday 
evening, March 5, to hold the annual 
Andover School District Meeting. 
Moderator Ed Becker asked the scouts 
from Troop 489 to open the meeting 
by leading the audience in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. After the Pledge, the 
moderator asked the scouts to introduce 
themselves. They were Matthew Bent, 
Hayden Buswell, Dana Buswell, Da-
vid Reynolds, Matthew Reynolds, and 
Koty Lorden.

Next, the moderator announced that 
on President’s Day, the Andover Lions 
Club had sponsored an essay contest 
about the American fl ag. Eighth-grad-
er Max Barrett, sixth-grader Tiffany 
Poulin, and fi fth-grader Matt Bent were 
selected as having written the best es-
says, and each read their essay to the 
audience.

Before beginning the meeting it-
self, Moderator Becker introduced the 
Andover School Board and requested 
of the audience, “Be gentle with them 
tonight.”
Warrant Article 1

To accept the reports printed in 
the School District Report. With 
no discussion, the article passed 
unanimously.

School District Meeting Results, School District Meeting Results, 
Article By ArticleArticle By Article

Warrant Article 2
To authorize the School Board to 

apply for, accept, and expend state 
and federal aid to education this year. 
Howard Wilson said that due to the ac-
tions of the federal government, “the 
dollar is worthless” and suggested that 
the meeting should say “No” to any fed-
eral or state funding. The article passed 
all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 3

To authorize the School Board to 
accept and expend private donations 
this year. With no discussion, the ar-
ticle passed unanimously.
Warrant Article 4

$4,335,339 for the School Budget. 
This amount does not include amounts 
from any other warrant articles that 
may be adopted.

After giving special thanks to Erik 
Anderson, who is leaving the School 
Board this year, School Board mem-
ber Kent Armstrong narrated a slide 
presentation about the overall budget. 
Among the highlights of the 2012-2013 
budget were:

2.74% increase in faculty-related • 
obligations
3.86% increase in special education • 
services
3.70% increase in general transpor-• 
tation services
3.14% increase in institutional and • 

administrative costs
0.70% increase in building mainte-• 
nance costs
0.68% increase in student-related • 
assistance services
11.3% decrease in contracted high • 
school tuition costs
4.37% decrease in local food ser-• 
vices contribution

Overall, the School Board and the 
Budget Committee kept the budget 
down to an increase of just four tenths 
of one percent.

Kent then highlighted certain facts 
that put the proposed budget in a broad-
er context:

The student population trend over • 
the past 10 years shows a decrease 
through 2010, but since then it has 
started to increase. This refl ects the 
delayed impact of the good econo-
my of seven or eight years ago.
In that same time period, the school • 
budget had continued to trend up-
ward despite falling student popula-
tion, but has leveled out over the last 
three years.

Kent addressed the results of the re-
cent leveling out of the school budget 
and the means by which it was achieved. 
“The returned tax dollars to the Town is 
zero. That’s by design – we no longer are 
designing the budget to have the extra 
money to prepare for emergencies. That 
extra money in years past was built into 
the budget and, when it wasn’t spent, 
was ultimately sent back to the Town to 
reduce the following year’s taxes. 

“But this year, for example, we’re 
budgeting fuel about the same as last 
year. We’re running on a shoestring. If 
something dramatic happens this year, 
we’re going to have to come back and 
ask for more money.”

Kent went on to explain how lit-
tle fl exibility the School Board and 
the Budget Committee have in set-

ting the school district budget. About 
79% of the budget is either mandated 
or contractual, and therefore can’t be 
changed. What can be changed is the 
6% that goes to the school building, the 
7% for institutional and administrative 
costs (legal, accounting, auditing, SAU, 
school board, etc.), and the 8% for non-
contracted student services.

Kent concluded by reminding the 
audience, “We can’t make line-item 
changes tonight. You can cut the budget 
tonight, but it can’t be to a specifi c line 
item. We’ll have to go back and fi gure 
out where we can make that cut. And 
the only place we can cut it from is that 
21% sliver of the budget that isn’t man-
dated or contracted.”

Chuck Keyser opened the discussion 
of the budget by asking, “Why did we 
spend $51,000 on legal services last year 
when we’d only budgeted $17,000?”

Charlie McCrave explained that an 
AE/MS teacher had a grievance. The 
teachers’ contract says that the School 
Board’s decision on a grievance is fi nal 
and binding, but when the School Board 
did not fi nd in favor of the teacher, the 
teacher chose to go to court. 

“Since the question was the authority 
of the School Board,” Charlie said, “we 
decided it was in our best interest and 
the Town’s best interest to go to court.” 

Ultimately, the case ended up in the 
New Hampshire Supreme Court, and 
the court found for the School Board. 
Charlie pointed out that had the School 
Board not “stood our ground,” two 
things would have happened. “We prob-
ably would have spent as much money, 
or maybe more, in the long run” in deal-
ing with the repercussions of having to 
settle the teacher’s grievance. 

Secondly, “the authority of the School 
Board [to make the fi nal decision on griev-
ances] would not have stood.” Charlie 

Resolution of the 2012 Andover School District Meeting
“On the morning of January 20th, this school and this community lost 

two great friends. Roger and Mary Pellerin were dedicated members of the 
community and excellent role models for our youth. As one of the children 
inspired by Roger’s guidance, I move that this meeting adopt a resolution 
recognizing Mr. and Mrs. Pellerin for their dedication to this school and this 
community.”

Moved by Andy Guptill and passed unanimously on a resounding voice vote.

See School  on page 11

$10,000 
REWARD

Refer the successful buyer of our Inn and Refer the successful buyer of our Inn and 
receive $10,000 at close of escrow.receive $10,000 at close of escrow.

New England House Bed & Breakfast New England House Bed & Breakfast 
1 Boston Hill Road, Andover1 Boston Hill Road, Andover

www.nehbb.com

Contact: Melissa Vezina, BHG Masiello Group
486 West Main St., Tilton, NH 03276

Mobile: (603) 848-5300 • Phone: (603) 286-3010
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pointed out that in many school districts, 
the teachers’ contract calls for binding ar-
bitration, “which means that somebody 
from outside comes in and makes a deci-
sion for us. We prefer to make our own 
decisions. [By winning this case,] we 
were able to maintain that position.”

Chuck Keyser asked if there were 
any avenues to pursue to get back the 
money we spent on the case from the 
teacher who lost the case.

Charlie answered, “Not to my knowl-
edge. But I didn’t go to law school. We’ll 
talk to somebody who did.”

Jim Danforth asked about electricity 
and oil use and whether the School Board 
is thinking about alternative energy pos-
sibilities so the energy costs aren’t just an 
annual increase every year.

Kent Armstrong replied, “We’ve had 
three assessments of the building, look-
ing at where we have energy loss. We’ve 
replaced windows, we’ve replaced the 
gym lights with very high-effi ciency 
ones that are saving us $3,000 to $4,000 
per year on electricity alone. 

“We’ve had discussions about alter-
native energy sources. Maybe someday 
when the economy is better we can 
make an investment in an alternative 
energy source to power the entire Town 
campus here.”

When the vote was called, the article 
passed all but unanimously.
Warrant Article 5

For replacement of fl ooring in the 
middle school wing.

Kent Armstrong explained that this 
article would allow for replacing most 
of the original carpeting and padding in 
the “new” wing of the school building. 
He pointed out that the old carpet is in 
very bad condition and presents multi-
ple health and safety hazards. “We went 
out to bid and got the best deal we could 
to replace carpet in six of the seven car-
peted rooms, about 10,000 square feet.”

Andy Guptill moved to change the 
article to specify tile or linoleum. “With 
all the people suffering from environ-
mental allergies these days, and for lon-
gevity, I think carpeting is the wrong 
choice.”

School Board chair Don Gould said, 
“We have similar bids for either of the 
two types of fl oor covering. We’ll cer-
tainly revisit all the details. You have 

By Don Gould
Andover School Board

The annual School District Meet-
ing of 2012 was well attended and all 
articles approved in a show of enthu-
siastic support for the Andover educa-
tion program. The budget for the 2012-
2013 school year includes several cost 
increases which have been offset by 
decreases in a few areas to result in an 
overall increase of only 0.4 %.

Included in this budget was the 
amount needed to fund a part-time 
teacher of French and/or Spanish for the 
2012-2013 school year. This curriculum 
improvement in the middle school is 
necessary to better equip Andover stu-
dents for high school and a more global 
future workplace.

Continued maintenance of the 
school building is necessary to preserve 
this community asset. Approval of the 
warrant article specifi c to replacement 
of fl oor coverings in the middle school 
classrooms meets this need. The torn 
and dangerous carpeting in six class-
rooms will be replaced with coverings 
to be determined best for optimum 
teaching environment.

The budget for the 2012-2013 school 
year is a precise one that will be a chal-
lenge to meet in view of unknown state 
and federal funding and expenditures 
mandated by new legislation that is dif-
fi cult to predict.

Many thanks for the support of 
the Budget Committee and voters of 
Andover. 

Th e School Board’s Th oughts Th e School Board’s Th oughts 
On School District MeetingOn School District Meeting

to consider maintenance. The mainte-
nance of carpeting is much, much less 
than it is to maintain vinyl fl oor cover-
ing, and vinyl fl oor covering wears out 
faster. We’ll review all the fi ndings be-
fore we proceed.”

Ryan Murphy, the AE/MS science 
teacher whose classroom has vinyl tile, 
asked the Board to consider acoustics. 
“All those little feet tapping and chairs 
scratching are louder” on vinyl than on 
carpet, he said.

Lynn Baker, a former Andover 
School Board member who works at 
a school in Newport, pointed out that 
“the absorption of sound with carpet-
ing is the best learning environment for 
children – absolutely. We emphasize 
group activities and students commu-
nicating with each other. It’s not like it 
once was. Kids today are up and active 
in the classroom, and there’s noise.”

Kent Armstrong said that “nothing’s 
cast in stone. We’re just asking for a 
budgeted line item.”

Andy Guptill pointed out that the 
original linoleum in the science room is 
still in good condition. “We’re already 
having to replace the carpet, so obvi-
ously for long-range costs and mainte-
nance costs, we’re going to be saving” 
if carpeting isn’t the choice. About dis-
tractions, he pointed out that one of the 
things the school is doing is preparing 
kids for when they get out in the real 
world, and when they do they’re going 
to have to deal with distractions there.

The vote was called on the amend-
ment to specify tile or linoleum, and it 
was voted down.

Leighton Terwilliger pointed out 
that most of the ski resorts, with heavy 
traffi c and wet conditions, have gone 
to one-square-foot stick-down carpet 
squares. “That’s a very good option, the 
maintenance being very low.”

The vote was called on the article as 
originally written, and it passed all but 
unanimously.
Warrant Article 6

Any other business. Andy Guptill 
moved that the meeting recognize Rog-
er and Mary Pellerin, who both died in 
a fi re on January 20, for their dedication 
to the school and the community. (See 
the sidebar on page 10.)

Moderator Ed Becker called for a 
resounding “Aye,” and the resolution 
passed unanimously. 

To the 152 Andover residents who have 
sent checks to support the Beacon in 2012: 
Thank you! Every check, no matter how large 
or small, is a big help and an important sign 
that the community values the Beacon.

Over 1,100 Andover households receive 
every issue of the Beacon at no charge through-
out the year. If you’re one of the households that 
haven’t made a voluntary donation yet, please use 
the form on page 4 and “get a round tuit” right 
away. Thanks! 

Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2012!

School  from page 10

BBYYRROONN’’SS Septic Service, LLC 

FFor All Your Septic Needs 
 

Septic Pumping 
Certified Septic System Inspections 
Tank Locating ~ Tank Replacement 
Sewer Pipe Repair ~ Sewer Pumps 
Baffles ~ Filters ~ Risers & Covers 

All Occasion Portable Toilet Rentals 
Complete Drain & Sewer Line Service 

 

 

(603)735-4414 ~ Andover, NH 

Recycle Your Printer, Copier, & Fax 
Cartridges At AE/MS

Parent volunteers, teachers, and staff take the used goods to 
Staples, which turns them into coupons the school uses to save 

money on supplies for the classrooms and the school offi ce.

GOT NEWS?
We don’t have a fl eet of reporters – we rely on you to let us know 
what’s going on around Andover.  Call or e-mail with news today!

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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By Bart Green
For the Beacon

My son, Lieutenant Commander 
Stuart Green [inset photo], invited me 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS John 
C. Stennis for its last leg home after a 
seven-months’ deployment to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. It returned to San Diego 
on February 27. 

It was an amazing experience and 
one that I shall treasure forever … sev-
en days of fun and learning what these 
ships and sailors actually do. I was 
humbled by the dedication of all the 
crew members. I met so many of them 
and had so many talks and laughs that 
I lost count. 

I met a few people who had served in 
my VP-40 squadron, and that was very 
special for me. The Navy has changed 
quite a bit since I was in during the late 
’60s, but the men have not. They are 
nothing short of wonderful. 

My only bad experience was a 
nine-hour bout with nausea and tum-
my problems caused by a bug going 
around, which gave me a down day. I 
never got seasick, but there were those 
who did. 

Plenty of entertainment and show-
and-tell displays provided enough brain 
matter to keep from getting bored. I 
walked on average about four to six 
miles a day, according to my pedometer 
… it is a big ship. I also did some mean 
StairMaster routines in the ladderwells 
leading from deck to deck. 

I am so very proud of Stuart … very 
proud … and thankful for the opportunity. 

New York Times journalist Chris 
Chivers (whom Stuart met) was also 
aboard the Stennis with two of his chil-
dren. He describes this Tiger Cruise “on 
the Stennis, with relatives packed from 
bow to stern,” at TinyURL.com/6t4jjcp.

Around the World with The Andover Beacon

By Jessica Pine
For the Beacon

This photo with the Beacon is from 
my recent trip to Nigeria. I am currently 
working as an Education Consultant and 
Director of Study Abroad at American 
University of Nigeria (AUN). Our fam-
ily lived there last year, and this year we 
are back in Andover, but I am still em-
ployed at AUN. 

A few months ago I spoke about our 
experience in Nigeria at Salisbury El-
ementary School. The students in Jen 
Fish’s fi fth grade and Shalisse Godfrey’s 

fourth grade classes donated backpacks 
for the children at the school in Yola, 
Nigeria. The backpacks had letters and 
books. 

When I went back to Nigeria a few 
weeks ago to do a teacher training, I 
delivered the backpacks, letters, and 
books to the children I work with in 
Nigeria. The children in Africa were 
very excited to receive the gifts! They 
immediately responded to their let-
ters, and we have now started a pen 
pal program with the two schools.
 

Anne Hewitt and her son Greg paused for a photo with the Beacon at Can-
yons Ski Resort in Utah. Greg is a sophomore at Westminster College in Salt 
Lake City, majoring in Environmental Law (and skiing!).

Delivery of PROPANE &
"PURE COMFORT" HEATING OIL

Complete HVAC Systems– Specializing in
GAS • OIL • AIR CONDITIONING

Generac Generators
Whole house systems and portable units

Water treatment and
UV Air Purifi cation Systems
24 Hour Emergency Service

By NORA, EPA, and CETP
Certifi ed Technical Experts and

NH Gas Licensed Lic.#GFB0900287
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Kirby Ultimate G Vacuum 
cleaner: It has all the usual attach-
ments plus the Carpet Shampoo Sys-
tem. Several disposable bags and a 
half gallon of rug shampoo. Used very 
little. $350. 526-4379.

One cord of wood: Well sea-
soned hardwood, about 16″ - 18″. Pick 
up for $175. 748-4172.

Utility trailer: Three years old, 5′ 
wide, 8′ long, pressure-treated deck 
and four sides. Tilts. Hand-cranked 
tongue jack. $1,500 new, asking $900. 
748-4172.

Cargo carrier: With lock, goes on 
top of a vehicle, used twice. 3 x 5 x 21 
at its highest point. Has all the brack-
ets for attachment. $100. 735-4595 
(Call after 6 PM) 

Side-by-Side Refrigerator: With 
ice maker. White, 26 cubic feet, perfect 
condition. 735-5746, $300 OBO.

Polished Brass 3-Tier Chan-
delier: Approximately 24″ height 
with etched glass panels. Free, 735-
5746.

Over-the-Range Microwave: 
1 year old. $100 OBO, 735-5746.

Computer Desk: Size is 70 x 38 x 
22 inches, four shelves, slide-out key-
board drawer, in excellent condition. 
Free. If interested, call 735-5681 or 
e-mail sdarling@tds.net.

Laptop Case: Nearly-new case for 
laptop computer, fi les, offi ce supplies. 
Includes shoulder strap. $5. CDarling@
tds.net or 735-6099.

Sony PlayStation: Original game 
system from the late 90s, excellent 
condition. Includes two controllers, 
three memory cards, necessary ca-
bles, and 30 games with booklets 
and cases intact. Also can play music 
CDs. $100 OBO. Robert@AndoverBea-
con.com. 

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help 
you fi nd it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they 
no longer need (not stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents 
and Beacon subscribers; $5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your appre-
ciation when AYT works for you, an extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon 
by the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee TraderBy Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

When you launch into spring clean-
ing this year, you’re bound to come up 
with some stuff you don’t want but that’s 
just too good to throw away. Andover 
residents are fortunate to have a wide 
variety of choices for fi nding those un-
wanted treasures a new home.
Andover Yankee Trader

The Beacon’s Andover Yankee Trad-
er (AYT) is for individuals or businesses 
to give away or sell stuff they no longer 
need (but not to sell stuff they bought 
in order to re-sell). Listings in AYT can 
be up to 30 words long and are free for 
Andover residents and for Beacon sub-
scribers. Others can buy a listing for $5.

Photos are always a nice touch – you 
can add one to your listing for just $5.

To be included in next month’s AYT 
(you can see this month’s on this page), 
please get your 30 words and an option-
al photo to the Beacon by the 15th.
Other Options

For clean, in-style, and in-season 
clothes, take them to the Andover 
Service Club’s Thrift Shop any time 
they’re open. (See their ad on page 33.) 
Sales at the Thrift Shop benefi t the Ser-
vice Club’s scholarship fund.

The Andover Historical Society’s 
Old Time Fair in Potter Place on the 
fi rst Sunday in August is the Society’s 
biggest fundraising event every year. 
AHS President Pat Cutter writes: “For 
the big fl ea market, we accept almost 
everything, except clothes, TVs and 
VCRs, computers, or other out-of-date 
electronic equipment. For the auction, 

Spring Cleaning? Too Good To Throw 
Away? Andover Yankee Trader!

we need antiques and furniture that’s 
in good condition, though we’ve al-
ready reached our limit for sofas for 
this year.” Call Pat at 735-5628 to have 
someone pick up your donations.

For children’s toys and books, check 
with any of Andover’s three daycare/
preschools – they might be able to put 
your donation to good use. For other 
books, you can donate them to either of 
Andover’s libraries for their big Fourth 
of July book sale. 

Speaking of the Fourth of July, you 
could rent a space on the Village Green 
on the Fourth and hold your own yard 
sale right there. Speaking of the Village 
Green, the Andover Congregational 
Church hosts a community yard sale 
on the Village Green on Labor Day 
weekend.

The Andover Recycling Commit-
tee hosts a Swap Shop at the Transfer 
Station on the second Saturday of each 
month, May through October. In case 
of bad weather, the event moves to the 
third Saturday. “Shoppers” are welcome 
from 8 AM to 2 PM. You can drop off 
swappables from 8 AM to noon. 

Bring reusable items in working con-
dition like toys, clothing, books, bicy-
cles, and kitchenware. The Swap Shop 
can’t accept upholstered furniture, tires, 
windows, doors, electronics, porcelain 
fi xtures, or anything that would require 
a Transfer Station fee to dispose of, or 
that is a hazardous material.

There are also two clothes donation 
bins at the Transfer Station into which 
you can deposit clothes and shoes any 
time the Transfer Station is open. 

QuickBooks QuickBooks 
Volunteer Volunteer 
WantedWanted

The Beacon needs a volun-
teer to help with our everyday 
bookkeeping chores. If you'd 

like to learn QuickBooks, 
we're happy to train you. 

For more info, call 
Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.

PhotographerPhotographer 
Volunteer Volunteer 
WantedWanted

The Beacon needs a volun-
teer to take photos at events 

around Andover. We can 
supply camera and training if 

needed!

For more info, call 
Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV I CE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

American primitive country cup-American primitive country cup-
boards, desks, chests, drawer units, boards, desks, chests, drawer units, 

tables, and shelves in original paint tables, and shelves in original paint 
or early surface. Also buying pottery, or early surface. Also buying pottery, 

paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most 
anything found around a country or anything found around a country or 

village home in the 1800s.village home in the 1800s.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM

Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

Antiques & Artisans TooAntiques & Artisans Too
at The Constant Quilter

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat 10 to 5, Sun 12 to 5 (from Feb 1)
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

Truly Pickers' ParadiseTruly Pickers' Paradise
Ever changing, always fun!Ever changing, always fun!

VOLUNTEER!
Please do your part to keep our community going strong. SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
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6099 so we can talk further.
Idea #2: Community-Based 
Fundraising

The Andover Beacon is a non-profi t 
community newspaper, which means 
we rely on voluntary donations from in-
dividuals for a signifi cant portion of our 
annual budget. That, by itself, isn’t a prob-

lem. The problem is that our fundraising 
efforts are, frankly, pretty anemic.

What we need is a really good plan 
for combining fundraising with our 
mission to give back to the community. 
We have many ideas about events and 
projects that would make it easy and 
pleasant for people to donate to the Bea-
con and would, at the same time, help 
build a stronger community. But ideas 
aren’t enough – we need your help in 
organizing the ideas, selecting a few 
good ones, and then fi guring out exact-
ly how, when, and where to make each 
one happen.

If you’re an MVHS junior who 
would like to gain valuable experience 
in community fundraising and in build-
ing stronger communities for your Se-
nior Project next year, please contact 
me at Charlie@AndoverBeacon.com or 
735-6099 so we can talk further.

Thank you! 

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

MVHS Juniors! When you start 
thinking about your Senior Project for 
next year, I hope you’ll give a moment’s 
thought to the possibility of helping The 
Andover Beacon with your efforts.

There are two very important proj-
ects I’d love to see someone tackle. Ei-
ther one would be a big step forward 
for the Beacon and for the Andover 
community, but neither one is do-able 
with the Beacon’s current resources and 
workload. That’s where you could make 
a big difference!
Idea #1: Andover News Web Site

The Beacon’s biggest handicap in 
serving the Andover community is that 
it’s a monthly publication. Publishing 
only one issue a month is a huge limi-
tation in trying to get important infor-
mation to the community, whether it’s 
something as big as a developing emer-
gency situation, or something as humble 
as postponing a popular event by a day.

The best way to overcome this limi-
tation is to turn AndoverBeacon.com into 
a proper news Web site. The technology 
to do that (I’m thinking of WordPress) 
is free and relatively easy to use. But the 
planning and building of the Web site and 
the re-structuring of the Beacon’s day-to-
day workfl ow so the site stays up to date 
– those are both big issues that we simply 
can’t tackle with our current resources.

If you’re an MVHS junior who 
would like to gain valuable Web experi-
ence and experience with a non-profi t 
community newspaper for your Senior 
Project next year, please contact me at 
Charlie@AndoverBeacon.com or 735-

Wanted: an MVHS junior to 

focus their Senior Project on 

an Andover news Web site or 

community-based fundraising 

events.

MVHS ’13: HELP!

By Ken Tripp
Andover Recycling Committee

On Saturday, April 14, the Lakes Region Planning Commission will give a 
seminar on alternatives to household hazardous waste at the Andover Transfer 
Station. The seminar will begin at 10 AM. 

Booklets will be distributed which provide formulas for making your own non-
hazardous substitutes for hazardous chemicals and solutions often used in the 
yard, the house, the garage, and the shop. Demonstrations of how these substitute 
formulas work will be the thrust of the seminar. 

Make Your Own Alternatives To Hazardous 
Household Chemicals And Solutions

By Marj Roy
Andover Town Administrator

The next update to Andover prop-
erty assessments is due to be com-
pleted for tax year 2014 in order to 
conform to certifi cation guidelines 
required by the Department of Rev-
enue Administration.

One of the requirements is that the 
Town visit each of its properties once 
every fi ve years. Andover has chosen 
to stretch this project over four years to 
even out the cost and not cause a spike 
in the tax rate. 

The last update was completed in 
2009. In 2010, the Town only reviewed 
new construction or other changes to 

properties. In 2011, assessors visited 
one third of the Town’s properties. 

This year, representatives from the 
assessing fi rm will inspect another third 
of Andover properties. If your property 
is one of those that will be inspected 
this year, you will receive a letter let-
ting you know. If your property doesn’t 
get inspected in 2011 or 2012, they’ll get 
to you in 2013.

In 2014, assessors will complete the 
fi ve-year cycle by researching current 
market values. With up-to-date market 
values in hand, the property value of all 
properties will be brought up to date, 
and the Town will have its new prop-
erty assessments certifi ed. 

Property Value Updates 
Continue This Year

By Glenn Laramie
Chief, Andover Police Department

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 298 calls for service from 
February 15 through March 15. The fol-
lowing is a partial breakdown.

Civil issues: 7• 
Accidents: 2• 
Suspicious person/vehicle: 8• 
Traffi c summons: 4• 
Traffi c warnings: 25• 
Warrants served: 4• 
Evidence destruction: 6• 
Assist to other police: 4• 
Internet crime: 1• 
Animal complaints: 6• 
Dog bites: 1• 
Fraud investigation: 1• 

Police Blotter
Assist to fi re department: 2• 
Assist citizens: 14• 
Harassing communication: 1• 
DWI: 1• 

Arrests
Nathan Tapply, 34, Franklin. Theft• 
Jessica Briggs, 25, Franklin. Theft• 
Sara Derosier, 34, Andover. Theft• 
John Jones, 31, currently incarcer-• 
ated. Burglary, operating after sus-
pension, criminal mischief
Jason Briere, 31, Danbury. Open • 
container
Joseph Wythe, 42, Danbury. DWI, • 
disobeying police offi cer, operating 
after suspension, open container

 

629 West Main Street • Tilton NH 03276

Juanita'sJuanita'sAUTO
603-286-4900

eurasian autoworks ltd.
Complete Import and Domestic Repairs

www.eurasianautoworks.com
603-286-8633

Quality Pre-Owned Toyotas, Hondas & Subarus
JuanitasAuto.net

Christopher J. Seufert
Brad C. Davis

Robert D. Hunt
Lexie Rojas

www.seufertlaw.com
59 Central Street, Franklin, 934-9837 • Concord, 224-8672

WE’LL  GET  YOU THROUGH  IT ©

Personal Injury• 
Civil Litigation• 
Family Law• 
Workers Compensation• 
Divorce• 

Bankruptcy• 
DWI/ALS• 
Commercial Litigation• 
Lead Paint Poisoning• 
Criminal Defense• 

SEUFERT LAW OFFICE
has expanded to become

SEUFERT, DAVIS & HUNT, PLLC

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITALPLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL
24-HOUR EMERGENCY COVERAGE

Mona Stedman, D.V.M.
Liz Brunst, B.V.Sc.
Elkins, New Hampshire • 603 526-6976

BEACON DEADLINE: THE 15TH!
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By Donald Gould
Planning Board

Andover’s Growth Management 
Ordinance, adopted at the 2002 Town 
Meeting and extended at the 2007 Town 
Meeting, no longer limits the number of 
residential housing permits. 

This addition to the Town’s zoning 
ordinance was originally proposed by 
the Planning Board after preparation 
of a Capital Improvement Plan which 
specifi ed likely major asset expendi-
tures in every Town department and 
provided predictability to funding re-
quirements resulting from an uncon-

Growth Management Ordinance 
Expired After Town Meeting

trolled increase in town population. 
The aim was for a stable tax rate and 
revenue stream through a growth man-
agement statute.

During its 10 years of existence, 
there has been an increase in the 
number of residences in Andover 
from 888 in 2001 to 973 in 2011, an 
increase of 9.5%, or approximately 
1% per year. This has occurred with-
in the goals of the Growth Manage-
ment Ordinance.

After the 2012 Town Meeting, there 
is no longer a limit imposed on the num-
ber of residential building permits. 

By Jon Champagne
Road Agent

Thank you to all who voted for me 
in the election on Town Meeting Day. 
Your support means a lot to me and my 
crew. 

With April, we have spring rains. 
This will reveal all the damage left by 
Mother Nature and errant plow blades, 
and even though we still can have snow, 
it will quickly disappear again. 

Flooding this time of the year is a 
major concern for us in the Highway 
Department. Ditch lines that overrun 
their bounds can easily do hundreds if 
not thousands of dollars of damage, es-
pecially on hillsides. If you see a wash-
out starting to happen, do not be afraid 
to let me know.

Drivers should take extreme care at 
this time of year – the shoulders on the 
roads are extremely soft. We posted the 
roads almost a week early due to warm 
weather conditions causing the roads to 
become soft. Heavy trucks on soft roads 
can break pavement easily. 

The edges of the road are much 
softer than the center because traffi c 
and being clear of snow causes the frost 
to be deeper than on the edges where 
snow banks can act as insulation. If you 
must have something delivered, please 
contact me and we may be able to ar-
range it where trucks can possibly ac-
cess your home in the early morning 
when the roads are still hard.

We hope to in the coming month 
start cleaning up the brush left from the 
snow storms earlier in the season. We 
had held off on picking up this debris 
due to budget concerns. The selectmen 
felt that there was no sense in doing this 
activity twice, and as a result we have 
waited ’til now before beginning this 
task. 

We hope to rent a chipper at the same 
time and cut back roadside brush, too. 
The reason we like to keep brush cut 
back is for multiple purposes: fi rst, clear 
roadsides look nicer. If the roadside is 
not covered in brush, it promotes bet-
ter drainage by allowing water to easily 
pass to the ditch line. The sunlight also 
penetrates better on clear roadsides, 

causing snow and ice to melt faster in 
the winter. 

Another benefi t to keeping brush 
cleared back on roadsides is that it al-
lows us to in the winter better wing 
back the roads, as brush does not block 
the passage of snow off the edge of the 
plow wing or grader wing in large snow 
years. 

When we cut brush, we try to cut 
trees as low as possible to the ground 
and not take large trees unless they are 
dead or a hazard. The desire is to leave a 
smooth surface free of items that a sick-
le bar mower or brush hog will catch 
when roadside mowing takes place in 
late summer. 

If you have concerns or questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. We 
are also going to try to do some special-
ized tree work to remove large branches 
that hang low in the road way and cre-
ate an overhead obstruction to school 
buses and large trucks.

We will be sweeping sand off road-
sides and bridge decks. I have heard the 
question asked why we do not reuse 
this sand as a part of next winter’s sand 
stock. Sand is not reused because when 
you sand the road in slippery conditions, 
it creates traction because the individual 
grains of sand have sharp edges that cut 
into the ice. This gives tires something 
to bite into. 

As the sand is driven on, however, 
these sharp edges break down and 
smooth out, rendering the sand no lon-
ger effective. This is why after a few 
days in the winter we have to re-sand 
roads, because the sand has simply 
worn out and blown off to the edge. 

If this worn out sand was returned to 
the sand pile, it would lessen the effec-
tiveness of our new sand, and we would 
have to treat the road more often as a 
result. This would be a bad deal for the 
town.

Other activities that the road crew 
will be conducting is replacing broken 
street signs and delineator posts, and re-
placing or repairing broken guardrails 
and bridge rails. If you see our crews 
out working, please slow down and 
watch out for workers. 

Andover Road Agent

ALWAYS 

COMPETITIVE

PRICES

24-HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

Saturdays at Woodlawn Kennels, Warner
9 AM Puppy K • 10 AM Level 1 • 11 AM Level 2

Saturdays at No Monkey Business Dog Training, Bow
1 PM Level 2 • 2 PM Level 3

Sundays at Dog Star Canine, Springfi eld
12 PM Level 1 – Life Skills

1 PM - Level 2 prep for CGC and more self control skills
2 PM - Level 3 CGC and wag it games plus nose work

Night classes • Private consultations

Call for times & fees! • 603-735-5543
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Dee GanleyDee Ganley
CPDT-KSA, CBCC-KA, CCAP2CPDT-KSA, CBCC-KA, CCAP2

Private Consultations; Private Consultations; 
Aggression is My SpecialtyAggression is My Specialty

Dee@DeesDogs.comDee@DeesDogs.com
735-5543735-5543

NORTHFIELD VILLAGE
25 Spring St., Northfield, NH

Now Accepting Applications

Federally assisted property features 36 one-bedroom apartments including
4 ground-level wheelchair-accessible apartments, secured entry, on-site laundry, 
a furnished recreation room, electricity, heat and hot water included, and on-site 

maintenance. Apartments feature wall-to-wall carpeting, two cable hook-ups, 
two telephone hook-ups and an emergency call-for-aid system.

Please call the Laconia Housing Authority at 524-2112
TDD: 524-2112 to request an application

 or visit our offi ce at 25 Union Ave., Laconia NH.
Eligibility and rents are based upon income.

Currently, the waiting time is 9 to 12 months.

• Applications are considered by the date and time received.
• Applicants must be either elderly or disabled regardless of age, to qualify.

• HUD income restrictions apply.
• Tenant rents are based on income.

The Laconia Housing Authority does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 

status, national origin, sexual orientation or age.Equal Housing
Opportunity
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A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics      A Medical Home
276 Newport Road

The Gallery, Suite 107
New London

526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net

Kathleen M. Kidder, APRNKathleen M. Kidder, APRN
Monique Rossignol, APRNMonique Rossignol, APRN
Sean Lyon, APRNSean Lyon, APRN

KR ISTI M. GA FF, DV M
760 Central Street, Suite 3 • Franklin NH 603 934-5544

AVALON
Animal
Hospital

Personalized Care for Your PetsPersonalized Care for Your Pets

• MEDICAL
• SURGICAL

• DENTAL
• IN-HOUSE LAB

By Judy Perreault
Fourth of July Committee

The voting is over, the results are tal-
lied, and “Made In America” won the 
parade theme with 197 votes. Classic 
Movies was second with 105, Space 
was third with 86, and New Hampshire 
Businesses last at 38. 

Our new voting method was easier 
and kept the voting impartial. Thanks 
to Jim Danforth for making the new 
ballot box, and to all the volunteers who 
manned the table throughout the day. 

There is a myriad of ways to portray 
this theme, and I’m sure we will see 
some creative fl oats come the Fourth. 
Remember, there are money prizes for 
theme-related fl oats. First prize is $100, 
second is $75, third is $50, and fourth is 
$25. Non-theme fl oats receive $50 each 
for winning the categories of Most Dec-
orated, Best Costumes, Most Patriotic, 
and Most Unique. 

Bear in mind, this is our 70th an-
niversary of Andover’s Fourth of July 
celebration, and a fl oat for this could be 
entered in the non-theme category. An 
entry in the parade can advertise your 
business, club, or organization. Family 
fl oats are also welcome.

The children have a chance to par-
ticipate by dressing up and decorating 
their bikes, carriages, or wagons. They 
meet before the parade at the ProClaim 
building.

Realtor Joyce Egge of Equine Homes 
is once again offering prize money for 
the animal category. We have had more 
entries since she so generously started 
this monetary award.

Shine up those antique cars, trucks, 
tractors, and motorcycles, and show 
them off in the parade. Let the folks 
see how we got around in the “Good 
Old Days.” I bet these old timers were 
“Made In America.” In fact, a nice 
sign to that effect would be impressive. 
I never thought my car would have to 
be diagnosed by a computer for an ail-
ment! At least in the old days you could 
fi x them yourself with a few simple 
tools.

You can look forward to seeing old 
favorites in the parade like Leapin’ 
Lena, Captain Morrill and Company, 

Fourth Of July Committee
the Andover Lions Club stagecoach, 
VFW groups, the Bektash Drum and 
Bugle Corps, and a return visit by the 
New Hampshire Pipe and Drum band. 
They will also be giving a concert on 
the Village Green after the parade.

The beautiful quilt “Sweet Liberty,” 
done in red, white, and blue and made 
by Irene Haley, will be raffl ed of on the 
Fourth of July. It was on display on vot-
ing day and a number of people bought 
raffl e tickets. Tickets will be on sale up 
through the Fourth. The proceeds will 
go into the Fourth of July fund. 

If you check on page 78 in the 2011 
Andover Town Report, you will see that 
we ran $1,341.10 in the red and have for 
the past few years. The quilt raffl e is an 
effort to make up the defi cit.
Support the Fourth!

Irene Jewett and Wanda Smith will 
start the capital campaign in May. Can-
vassers will be calling on you for a dona-
tion. Please keep in mind our fi nancial 
situation and give as much as you can. 
If no one is collecting on your street, 
how about stepping up to the plate and 
offering Irene and Wanda some help? 
They are also looking for ads for the 
program. You can reach Irene at 735-
5271 and Wanda at 735-5434. 

Andover is one of few towns left that 
still have a celebration of such magni-
tude. Our celebration gives many local 
organizations and families an opportu-
nity to make some money on products, 
food, and services. We have a large fol-
lowing that returns year after year.

Howard Wilson still has some spac-
es available for the fl ea market on the 
Village Green. If you want to sell some 
stuff, call him at 735-5427.

Parking is always a problem, and if 
you have space available near town it 
would be a great help if you would make 
it available. Wood Sutton is looking for 
a few individuals to help, mostly to keep 
handicap spaces open for those who need 
them. Whatever time you could spare 
would be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions or want raf-
fl e tickets, call the chair, Jamie Thomp-
son, at 735-5581 or 4thOfJulyCommittee@
gmail.net. We are still working on the 
Web site. 

By Joanna Sumner
Town Clerk
Deputy Town Clerk

Wanda Smith has joined the Town 
Offi ce as our new deputy town clerk/
tax collector. She was sworn in and 
started work on March 21. 

Wanda is a native of Andover and lives 
with her husband Gerry on Chase Hill 
Road. She worked for the State of New 
Hampshire for many years and brings a 
wealth of offi ce experience with her. I am 
excited to have her join our staff.
Dogs Licenses

It is that time of year when you need 
to license your dog(s). The local vet-
erinarians send us updated information 
regarding your dog’s rabies shots, but it 
helps if you bring the information with 
you when you come in.

We will be sending you reminder let-

Andover Town Clerk
ters with a PIN number in the letter. If 
you choose, you can license your dog 
online at Andover.NH.us, or you can come 
in or renew by mail. The cost is $6.50 for 
dogs that have been spayed or neutered 
and $9.00 for dogs that have not.
Closed April 17

The offi ce will be closed on April 17, 
as both Wanda and I will be in training 
outside the offi ce. 
State Park Plates

State Park license plates can make 
vacation a lot more fun. The holder will 
receive free admission for the registered 
vehicle and its passengers to day-use 
parks. All revenues from the purchase of 
the State Parks license plate will go to the 
State Park fund, which supports daily op-
erations of the New Hampshire State Park 
system. The cost of the plate is $85, plus 
the one-time new plate fee of $8. 

Newly-elected Town Clerk/Tax Collector Joanna Sumner (left) has appointed 
Wanda Smith as her deputy. Photo: Charlie Darling

Performance & Accessories

533 RT. 4A, WILMOT, NH • 526-2927 • KensOffRoad.com

CBS • WHEELS • TIRES • LIFT KITS

LIGHTING • WINCHES • ONBOARD AIR

RING & PINIONS • MAINTENANCE

OIL CHANGES • EXHAUST • BUMPERS

STEREOS • MANIFOLDS • CARBS • AIR INTAKES
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HeartwoodHeartwood
ACCOUNTING SERVICESACCOUNTING SERVICES

Tatjana Donovan • 505-Tatjana Donovan • 505-18501850 • Andover • Andover

♦ Specialty - 
    Small Business Bookkeeping            
    and Set-up

♦ Profi cient 
    in QuickBooks

♦ Tax Preparation
   Individual and Small Business

• Night & Weekend 
Appts Available

• Will Come to Your 
Business

• Prompt & Friendly 
Service

•Reasonable Rates

•References Available

By Rene Lefebvre
EAFD Chief

It is amazing how quickly the sea-
sons have changed this year. Maple syr-
up people found themselves scrambling 
to get trees tapped early. Then all of a 
sudden the season was over. The trees 
are budding and mud season was just a 
short nuisance. 

We do live in New Hampshire, and 
all realize that we could be in for a very 
wet spring. Though considering the 
snow drought this winter, a soggy spring 
seems a bit unlikely. I do realize that 
making weather predictions is like pick-
ing the six winning numbers in the lot-
tery, but hey, somebody’s going to win. 

We fi re people tend to keep our eyes 
on the weather, and because we are of-
ten at the pointy end of the stick, we 
tend to anticipate the worst. Currently 
we are all concerned with dry brown 
fi elds and woods. 

To make ourselves, or at least the par-
anoid chief, feel better, we have readied 
our forestry equipment early this sea-
son. Wild land fi re tends to spread very 
quickly, and fi lling pump cans before 
responding to a call would drive the old 
chief nuts. We, however, are ready. So 

East Andover Fire Department
are our neighboring departments. So 
should you be, too. 

Protecting your home from outside 
fi re is easy. Remove all loose, dead 
hay from the sides of your buildings. 
Remove all dead evergreens near your 
home, as they burn dangerously hot and 
fast. Basically, remove any clutter that 
is combustible. 

Mowed lawns tend to burn very 
slowly and provide the time we need to 
respond. Have a garden hose connected 
to your outside supply. A small amount 
of water properly applied early can stop 
or greatly slow down an outside fi re. If 
you have a concern about your home or 
property, please call us.
Outside Burning Permits Required

Given the lack of snow, permits are 
now required to burn outside. This 
year, permits will also be issued at the 
Town Offi ce during its normal business 
hours. The warden or one of the deputy 
wardens will continue to check the per-
mitted fi res.

 This spring could be a challenge 
for wild land fi res. Please use caution 
with outside burning, and the high for-
est fi re season may go as fast as our 
maple season. 

By Ben Leubsdorf 
Concord Monitor staff

The Sunday, March 11, Concord 
Monitor included a very long article 
about the percentage of women in elect-
ed offi ce. For reasons of space, large 
sections of the article are not reprinted 
here, but you can read the complete 
article on the Monitor’s Web site at Ti-
nyURL.com/7oafpk5.

Men and women will gather this 
month in communities across New 

Hampshire to participate in town meet-
ings, one of the world’s few examples of 
direct democracy in action.

But for the rest of the year, local gov-
ernment is a man’s world.

Women make up 51 percent of the 
state’s population but occupy just 20 
percent of the seats on boards of select-
men, city and town councils, and boards 
of aldermen in New Hampshire’s 234 
towns and cities, according to a Moni-
tor analysis.

Even fewer women are in charge 
at the municipal level. Thirty-four cit-
ies and towns are headed by a female 
mayor or chairwoman of the selectmen, 
versus 200 led by men.

“I take so much for granted now, be-
cause we’ve come so far with women’s 
issues. But we still have so far to go,” 
said Vicky Mishcon, a second-term se-
lectwoman in Andover. “I have to keep 
reminding myself that the Equal Rights 
Amendment didn’t pass.”

Women are better represented at 
other levels of government in the state. 
They hold a third of the seats on the 10 
county commissions and a quarter of 
the seats in the Legislature, better than 

Concord Monitor Concord Monitor Analysis: Analysis: 

Men Rule Local PoliticsMen Rule Local Politics
the national average. The state’s con-
gressional delegation is evenly split be-
tween men and women.

And women nearly equal men on 
school boards, making up 45.4 percent of 
the elected offi cials in public school dis-
tricts that include a Merrimack County 
community, the Monitor found.

There’s no evidence women don’t 
win when they run for municipal offi ce. 
Instead, women simply aren’t running.

Researchers and offi cials point to a 
number of reasons, including the fact 
that women usually carry more respon-
sibility for child rearing and studies 
that show women often consider them-
selves less qualifi ed to hold public of-
fi ce compared with men from similar 
backgrounds.

The result is that women are under-
represented in the halls of government. 
And that can have serious implications 
for the governed: Many women said they 
believe female offi cials put an emphasis 
on consensus over confrontation, prob-

There’s no evidence 
women don’t win when 
they run. Women simply 
aren’t running.

Vicky Mishcon, center, goes over a property map with Selectman Jake John-
son (on Vicky’s right), Town Administrator Marj Roy (standing), and meeting 
attendees whose land would be affected by a petition to discontinue a Class 
6 road in Andover.  Photo: Andrea Morales, Concord Monitor staff

See Women  on page 18

If you think you may have a neurological problem, Dr. Lawrence 
Jenkyn at New London Hospital is here for you. With 34 years of 
experience, Dr. Jenkyn has treated a wide range of nervous 
system disorders, providing expert treatment and reassurance. A 
board-certified physician, he graduated from Dartmouth Medical 
School and completed his neurology internship and residency at 
the Dartmouth Affiliated Hospitals. He also served as Associate 
Professor of Medicine (Neurology) at Dartmouth Medical School.     

New London Hospital is your prescription for living well, providing 
comprehensive primary and specialized health services.

To learn more about our physicians, services, and to receive our  
e-newsletter Discover Health, visit www.newlondonhospital.org
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Diane FowlerDiane Fowler
10 Lawrence St. 735-5114 Fax 735-6141

lem solving over political point-scoring.
One In Five

The Monitor built a database of 
933 elected municipal offi cials in New 
Hampshire’s 13 cities and 221 towns: 
all the selectmen, city councilors, town 
councilors, aldermen and mayors. Most 
of the information was provided in late 
January by the Local Government Cen-
ter in Concord, though it may not refl ect 
all resignations and appointments since 
the most recent election.

The breakdown: 189 municipal of-
fi cials, or 20.3 percent of the total, are 
women; 744, or 79.7 percent, are men. 
Among chairs of select boards and may-
ors, just 34 – or 14.5 percent – are women, 
with men running 200 – or 85.5 percent – 
of New Hampshire’s towns and cities.
Why women don’t run

There’s little evidence voters won’t 
elect women to local offi ce. While men 
won 10 out of the 15 contested races for 
selectman in Merrimack County last 
year, seven of those men didn’t face a 
woman on the ballot, while all fi ve wom-
en who won were elected in races that 
included at least one man on the ballot.

In general, women do as well as men 
when they do run for public offi ce, politi-
cal scientists Jennifer Lawless and Richard 
Fox concluded in a 2005 book, It Takes A 
Candidate, and a follow-up research pa-
per published in January, Men Rule.

But there is a sizable gap in politi-
cal ambition. Fox and Lawless last year 

surveyed nearly 4,000 potential candi-
dates – lawyers, businesspeople, edu-
cators and political activists – across 
the country. While 22 percent of men 
said they were interested in running for 
offi ce in the future, just 14 percent of 
women said the same.
“My arm was bent”

Mishcon’s path to the Andover Board 
of Selectmen, where she’s now in her 
second term, illustrates many of the is-
sues faced by female candidates.

Originally from Pennsylvania, she 
moved to Andover in 1987 and said 
she was immediately impressed by the 
openness of town meeting government. 
She got involved on the board of a pre-
school attended by her son and daugh-
ter, then volunteered with after-school 
and youth programs.

From there, she was asked to run for 
the school board, and won the fi rst of 
three terms in 1999.

“For school board, you have a regu-
lar monthly meeting . . . but for select-
men it’s two meetings a month, and 
then you have to serve on boards ex of-
fi cio . . . and pretty soon you’ve got a lot 
of nighttime meetings,” Mishcon said. 
“And I think that’s very hard for wom-
en to do. It’s certainly hard for young 
women to do.”

When she passed on a fourth term on 
the school board, Mishcon said she was 
recruited by two longtime selectmen to 
run for selectwoman. And despite expe-
rience on the school board and service 
on the town recycling committee, she 

said she didn’t feel particularly quali-
fi ed to take charge of municipal issues 
like roads and trash.

“I did not want to, really. My arm was 
bent severely to do that,” she said. “And 
the only reason I felt okay with doing 
that was, I was going in with two expe-
rienced veterans . . . so I knew I could sit 
back and learn for at least two years.”

She ran, and won. She’s served as 
chairwoman of the board for a year and 
is now in her second term, tackling ev-
erything from taxes to recycling.

But, she said, town government may 
not have the same appeal to women as 
the school board, both in terms of poli-
cy and process.

“Once you get to town meeting, 
women, they just say to me, ‘How can 
you take it, sitting up on the stage with 
people yelling at you?’ “ Mishcon said. 
“It’s a very intimidating thing if you take 
things personally. . . . I think it’s the in-
timidation of the town meeting itself that 
puts women off. There are enough peo-
ple in the legislative body that raise their 
voices loudly. It’s not particularly fun.”
How women govern

The dearth of women in government, 
Lawless and Fox wrote in their January 
paper, “raises grave concerns regarding 
democratic legitimacy and fundamen-
tal issues of political representation. 
Electing more women increases the 
likelihood that policy debates and de-
liberations include women’s views and 
experience.”

But while Congress and the Leg-
islature might debate issues like con-
traception and civil rights, the work 
of municipal offi cials is usually more 
matter-of-fact: solid waste, road paving, 
police and fi re coverage.

Mary Kay Huntoon, a selectwoman 
in Wilmot for the past decade, said she 
thinks the more important gap in small-
town government isn’t gender, but age.

“We need to have younger blood in-
volved. That’s what we need,” Huntoon 
said. “We can’t just have retired people 
doing it all the time. You need the infl ux 
of new ideas.”

Still, academic research indicates 
that gender can matter. A 1999 national 
study of female and male city manag-
ers found the women were “more likely 
than their male counterparts to incorpo-
rate citizen input, facilitate communica-

Women  from page 17 tion and encourage citizen involvement 
in their decision-making process.”

And a number of offi cials said that 
while there’s variation among individual 
lawmakers, women can bring a distinct 
style to government, in particular a focus 
on problem-solving and openness.

Mishcon said she once took a group 
of Girl Scouts to the State House, where 
they met then-Governor (and now US 
senator) Jeanne Shaheen. There, she 
recalled, she asked Shaheen if women 
bring anything special to government.

“She said, absolutely, women tend to 
work more toward consensus, whereas 
men tend to defend a position,” Mishcon 
said. “And these are gross generaliza-
tions, but it works. Just ask anybody 
if they agree. And I guess that’s my 
answer as well. I feel I defi nitely don’t 
have an agenda, and I know I try much 
harder to avoid confrontation, to get 
consensus.”
“Waiting to be asked”

There’s no shortage of programs try-
ing to increase the number of women 
in public offi ce in New Hampshire and 
across the country.

Donna Sytek, a Salem Republi-
can and the fi rst female speaker of the 
House from 1996 to 2000, in 2003 
helped found the Vesta Roy Excellence 
in Public Service Series, a training pro-
gram for Republican women interested 
in seeking public offi ce. The late Roy 
was president of the state Senate and 
served as acting governor for a week 
after Hugh Gallen’s death in late De-
cember 1982.

“I’m constantly recruiting candidates 
because I’m convinced people are out 
there, waiting to be asked,” Sytek said.

Senator Sylvia Larsen, a former Con-
cord city councilor and Senate presi-
dent and current Democratic leader in 
the state Senate, said she’s in the pro-
cess of starting a similar program for 
Democratic women that could hold its 
fi rst training session next month. Like 
the Vesta Roy program, she said, it will 
target women interested in running for 
any level of government.

After all, today’s selectwomen could 
be tomorrow’s governors.

Copyright © 2012 Concord Monitor
Ben Leubsdorf can be reached at 

369-3307 or BLeubsdorf@CMonitor.com.
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Hospice Care
Dedicated, compassionate caregivers honor each person’s choices 

for care when facing a life limiting condition. An exceptional team of
nurses, aides, therapists, social workers and volunteers are just minutes

away to listen, comfort and respectfully support quality of life for patients
and their families in the comfort and familiarity of home.

Personal Care services are also available to assist with activities 
of daily living and keep you safe and secure at home.

YOUR
HOME

YOUR
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My name is
Betsy Wotton, RN 

and I am 
Lake Sunapee Region 

VNA & Hospice.
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TOWN COMMITTEE MINUTESTOWN COMMITTEE MINUTES

Mark Your Calendar!
  APRIL
 2: Board of Selectmen, 7
 2: Andover Fire Depts Bus Mtg, 7
 3: Building Inspector, 6-7
 3: School Board, 6:30
 4: Fourth of July Comm, 

Andover Fire Station, 7
 10: Building Inspector, 6-7
 10: Planning Board, 7
 10: Andover EMS, 

East Andover Fire Station, 7
 11: Conservation Commission, 7:30
 12: Recycling Committee, 1
 12: Recreation Committee, AE/MS, 7
 16: Board of Selectmen, 7
 16: Andover Fire Depts Training, 7
 17: Town Clerk/Tax Collector CLOSED

 17: Zoning Board, 7
 17: Building Inspector, 6-7
 19: Library Trustees, 7
 24: Building Inspector, 6-7
 24: Planning Board, 7
  MAY
 1: Building Inspector, 6-7
 1: School Board, 6:30
 2: Fourth of July Comm, 

Andover Fire Station, 7
 7: Board of Selectmen, 7
 7: Andover Fire Depts Bus Mtg, 7
 8: Building Inspector, 6-7
 8: Planning Board, 7
 8: Andover EMS, 

East Andover Fire Station, 7
 9: Conservation Commission, 7:30

Office Hours & Meetings

For more information, 
call the Town Offi ce 

at 735-5332.

OFFICE HOURS
Town Offi ce: Mon-Fri 8:30-1
Town Clerk & Tax Collector: 
  Mon & Wed, 9-2
  Tue & Thu, 1:30-6:30
  Last Saturday of month, 9-11
Building Inspector: Tues, 6-7
Andover Library: 
  Mon, 6:30-8:30
  Wed, 9-12 & 6:30-8:30
  Thu, 12:30-4:30 • Sat, 10-12
Bachelder Library: 
  Tues, 9-12:30 & 6:30-8:30
  Thu, 6:30-8:30 • Fri, 1:30-5
Transfer Station: 
  Wed, 7-6 (7-5 during winter)
  Sat, 7-5
Swap Event (May-Oct): 
  2nd Sat (rain date: 3rd Sat)
  Transfer Station, 8-2

MEETINGS
At the Town Hall unless otherwise noted
Board of Selectmen: 
  1st & 3rd Mon, 7
Planning Board: 2nd & 4th Tue, 7
Zoning Board of Adjustment:
  3rd Tue, 7
Conservation: 2nd Wed, 7:30
Recycling: 2nd Thu, 1
Recreation: 2nd Thu, 7, AE/MS
Library Trustees: 3rd Thu, 7
  Andover Library or 
  Bachelder Library
Fourth of July: 1st Wed (Feb-Jun), 

Andover Fire Station, 7
Andover Fire Dept: 1st Mon, Busi-

ness, 7; 3rd Mon, Training, 7
Explorer Scout Post 321: 2nd Wed, 

7, East Andover Fire Station
East Andover Fire Dept: 

2nd Wed, 7:30
Andover EMS: 2nd Tue, 7
  East Andover Fire Station
School Board: 1st Tue, 6:30, 
  AE/MS

Planning Board
February 14

Condensed from approved minutes
Members present: Eric Johnson, 

Chair; Jon Warzocha, Vice-Chair; Nan-
cy Teach; Paul Currier; Don Gould; Pat 
Moyer; Wood Sutton, alternate appoint-
ed to Jacob Johnson’s position.

Also present for duration of appro-
priate items: Colin Brown

Preliminary Non-Binding Consul-
tation: Major subdivision (six lots) for 
Ambrose Logging, property with front-
age on Currier and Raccoon Hill Road

Colin Brown presented a plan in-
dicating a proposed major subdivision 
of 120 acres into six lots. The major 
subdivision application was reviewed 
with the applicant for requirements. It 
was indicated that two cisterns would 
be necessary with a six-lot subdivision. 
Eric has agreed to contact Rob Upton 
regarding sprinkler requirements.
Planning Board Term Updates

The following Board members’ 
terms expire in 2012: Paul Currier and 
Don Gould. The following Board mem-
bers’ terms expire in 2013: Eric John-
son, Nancy Teach, and Pat Moyer. The 
following Board members’ terms ex-
pire in 2014: John Warzocha. Alternates 
include: Wood Sutton, Michelle Bengi-
vengo, and Mark Cowdrey. Ex-offi cio is 
Jacob Johnson.
Master Plan Update Review

The next meeting of the Board (Feb-
ruary 28) will be a work session for the 
Master Plan to review the edits, discuss 
the Master Plan, and approve it.

Conservation Commission
February 8

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Larry Chase, Tina Cot-

ton, Sandra Graves, Jerry Hersey, Nan 
Kaplan, Harvey Pine

Tina Cotton, treasurer, reported the 
Andover Conservation Commission 
(ACC) had received income of $3,050, 
its share of Land Use Change Pen-
alty Tax funds received by the town 

of Andover in 2011; and Shirley Cur-
rier had purchased a $21,871 Advantage 
CD for the conservation fund with Lake 
Sunapee Bank since the municipal fund 
was generating so little interest.

Nan offered an update on bills in the 
New Hampshire legislature relating to 
conservation and conservation-com-
mission issues.

Members discussed a warrant article 
to be presented for a vote at the 2012 
Andover Town Meeting on March 13. 
The article proposes discontinuance of a 
Class 6 designation of a section of right-
of-way extending from the upper end of 
Beech Hill Road toward US Route 4. 
The author of the article will not propose 
creation of a permanent conservation 
easement permitting public recreational 
(non-motorized) uses of the former right-
of-way. Members moved to tentatively 
support the warrant article contingent on 
reviewing its fi nal wording.

Nan reported on 2012 events cel-
ebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust 
(ASLPT), the theme of which is “Saving 
Lands for Tomorrow.” She noted that 
each town in ASLPT’s coverage area 
will have a designated month in which to 
focus on its land-conservation successes; 
Andover’s month will be August. 

She also reported that ASLPT will 
sponsor a snowshoe (or hiking-boot, 
depending on the weather) walk of An-
dover’s Cline easement, on Shaw Hill 
Road, on February 25.

Larry described ongoing work of the 
newly named Andover Energy Group: 
the completion of an energy audit of 
Town Hall, the scheduling of a Button 
Up New Hampshire weatherization 
workshop on February 21 (which ACC 
moved to co-sponsor), and the intent to 
staff an energy-conservation table in 
the school gym on Town Meeting Day.

Larry noted several opportunities 
for more widely promoting the ACC’s 

See Cons Comm  on page 20

Fuel Oils & Propane
*

Sales and Service
*

P.O. Box 496  
Henniker, N.H. 

428-3333

www.ayerandgoss.com

GOT NEWS? Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 149 or 735-6099 
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JEAN-PAUL RABBATH, DMD, FAGD, PLLC
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry

NH AGD Delegate & Membership Chair
Member AGD, ADA, CDA, NHDS, MDS

Restorative, Preventive & Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic (Veneers, Whitening & More)
Invisalign (Clear Alternative to Braces)
Dental Surgery (Extractions)
Gum Therapy
Immediate Full & Partial Dentures
Same Day Emergencies

603-286-8618

Dentist also speaks  & !

(Laser)

M
Master

goals in the community: for example, 
sponsoring public talks related to con-
servation issues, creating and display-
ing a plaque honoring donors of con-
servation easements, and/or developing 
a photographic exhibit of conserved 
Andover lands. Members encouraged 
Larry to pursue.

Members discussed the possibility 
of creating and publishing a brochure 
describing hiking trails in the Andover 
area. After the need to acquire permis-
sion from affected landowners was not-
ed, Harvey offered to see if a member 
of the New London Conservation Com-
mission, which has published a trails 
brochure, would consult with ACC on 

the work involved.
Members discussed logistics for 

staffi ng an ACC table in the school 
gym on Town Meeting Day. Harvey 
and Tina agreed to develop exhibit 
and handout material, and Sandra will 
schedule staffi ng. 

Members briefl y discussed the an-
nual town roadside clean-up, which 
ACC has sponsored in past years, and 
agreed to discuss more fully at the 
March meeting.

Recycling Committee
March 8

Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Ken Tripp, Scott Allenby
Single Stream Recycling (SSR): 

Duncan Coolidge and Ken Tripp at-
tended the February 15 meeting of the 
Concord Regional Solid Waste Cooper-
ative (“the co-op”), of which Andover is 
a member. The co-op has purchased the 
land where the single stream plant will 
be constructed. The co-op has request-
ed bids for loans which will be evalu-
ated before any construction begins. 

[See also SSR article on page 1.]
Twenty-fi ve of the original 27 towns 

which formed the co-op remain. Allen-
stown is in the process of withdrawing 
from the co-op. Following is a list of the 
members, votes allotted based on popu-
lation, and whether the town will par-
ticipate in the SSR venture or not. 

Allenstown (9) No
Andover (5) Yes

Belmont (15) Yes
Boscawen (7) Yes
Bow (15) Yes
Bristol (7) Yes
Canterbury (5) No
Concord (86) Yes
Deering (4) No
Dunbarton (6) No
Franklin (17) Yes
Gilford (15) Yes
Gilmanton (8) No
Henniker (10) No
Hill (3) Yes
Hillsborough (13) No
Laconia (32) Yes
Loudon (11) No
Northfi eld (10) No
Pembroke (15) Yes
Salisbury (3) Yes
Tilton (8) Yes
Warner (6) No
Weare (18) No
Selectmen’s Meeting: The Select-

men requested the Recycling Committee 
attend their March 19 meeting. The fo-
cus will be the function of the Recycling 
Committee once SSR is implemented.

Hazardous Waste: The Town has 
budgeted money for a Hazardous Waste 
Day in 2012. The Lakes Region Plan-
ning Commission that conducts the re-
gional hazardous waste days (in which 
Andover has participated in the past 
two years and will again in 2012) wants 
to come to Andover and demonstrate al-
ternatives to hazardous waste products. 
At the same time they would distribute 
booklets which detail the alternatives. 

Cons Comm  from page 19 We will discuss this at the Selectmen’s 
meeting on March 19.

We have still not disposed of the oil-
based paints stored at the Transfer Sta-
tion for the last four years.

New Hampshire the Beautiful: 
Three free new signs have been picked 
up and are now on display at the Transfer 
Station. They are for cooking oil, elec-
tronics, and mercury-containing devices.

School Recycling: Proctor Academy 
may want to check with Jane Slayton about 
the economics of single stream recycling 
with PepsiCo. Kaitlin of the Northeast 
Resource Recovery Associaton (NRRA) 
has promised Ken she will recommend a 
Vermont-based composting site.

Freon: The Selectmen have signed 
on with Big Green to recycle freon-con-
taining appliances. Big Green will take 
the appliances and not charge Andover. 
This means no training will be required 
of Andover Transfer Station employ-
ees. NRRA has warned that we should 
make sure we get proper documentation 
when these appliances are taken.

We will have to decide what to do 
with the extraction equipment and any 
gasses which we have accumulated. 

Accounting: Now that the excite-
ment of budgets and town meetings is 
almost over, we can get back to calcu-
lating the economics of recycling.

NRRA: The yearly conference is 
Monday and Tuesday, June 4 and 5, in 
Manchester. Anyone interested should 
contact Ken Tripp at 735-5583 or ken.
tripp22@comcast.net. 
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TOOLS HERE

19 Newport Road
New London • 526-2049

Be Well.

Mindy Mindy 
Grinold Grinold 
BicknellBicknell

Licensed  Massage  Ther ap is t

Therapeutic massage for

• Relaxation 
• Sports Injuries
• Sore Muscles 
• Well Being!
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Contractors

LANDSCAPE & 
EXCAVATION

GET  ’ER  D
ONE!

Serving all of New Hampshire 
for over 40 years

Paving & Resurfacing• 
Driveways & Parking Lots• 
Sealcoating• 
Bluestone• 
Chip Seal• 

Owner installs every job.  
Call today for a free estimate!

286-8182 
PorterPaving.com

PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581

MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.

(603) 735-5232

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■
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■
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(603) 735-5232

MARCEAU
&  SONS
MARCEAU
&  SONS

MERZI Excavation
For all your earthwork needs

Free Estimates
Cell: 748-0327 • Office: 735-5334

Email: DMerziExcavation@yahoo.com

• Site Work
• Driveway Installation
• Demolition
• Retaining Walls

• Land Clearing & Tree Installation
• Land & Field Reclaiming
• Landscape Construction

• Drainage Work

735-5829

Hazardous Tree Removal• 

Pruning for Safety/Aesthetics• 

Dead Wooding• 

Crown Raising/Thinning• 

Land/View Enhancement• 

11 Applecrest Lane • 735-5282 • JSCB@PoulinProperty.com
PoulinProperty.com

Commercial
& 

Residential

Deliveries:
Loam, Mulch,

Gravel,
Stone, Sand

Our family owned and operated business offers complete property  
maintenance and landscape services including but not limited to:

Muddy Driveway? Time for a New Lawn?
Mowing • Bark Mulch • New Lawn Installation

Blue & Grey Stone Hardpack Driveways, Walkways & Patios
Seasonal Cleanups • Brush & Tree Removal

NEW LONDON SEPTIC SERVICE   
We Go When You Can’t

Servicing the Lake Sunapee Region for over 25 years.

24 Hour Year Round Service • SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
526-4163 • Toll Free 1-866-526-4163 • Fax 428-3015 

NewLondonSeptic.com 

• Residential & Commercial Pumping
• Grease Traps
• Camera Leach Field Inspections  
• Pump Station Repairs 

• Thaw Frozen Lines
• Repair and Replacement  
• Fully licensed by State of NH & insured
• Certified Septic System Evaluator

Proper maintenance is the key 
to the life of your septic system.  
Your tank should be pumped  
every 2-3 years.

Servicing all of your septic system needs.
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735-5984 or SAJBarton@tds.net.
Dave Bates•  does general contract-

ing, site work, decks, and patios – small 
handyman jobs to a new addition. Con-
tact Dave at 848-4239 or Wondrful@
comcast.net.

Doug Bent•  of Bentwoods Contracting 
is a general contractor and degreed land-
scape architect specializing in design-
build homes, renovations, and additions. 
Call Doug at 455-5973 or 735-5847.

Justin Carey•  specializes in carpet, 
vinyl, laminate hardwood fl ooring, and 
ceramic tile sales and installation. Call 
Justin at 393-5431.

Joe Chevarie•  of Woodlands Inte-
grated Systems covers all aspects of the 

electrical trade, from generator transfer 
switch installs to home automation sys-
tems; from mounting a fl at-screen TV 
to wiring a security system. Contact Joe 
at 735-4304 or WoodlandsIntegratedSys-
tems@gmail.com.

Dale J. Dukette, Jr. • does a wide 
range of home improvement work, out-
side and inside, projects large and small. 
Call Dale at 735-5372.

Rick Dukette,•  general contractor, 
does home improvements including sid-
ing, roofi ng, decks, additions, remodel-
ing, and mobile home repairs. Call Rick 
at 455-0323.

Wayne Dukette•  of D&D Siding is 
a general contractor who does siding, 
roofi ng, and replacement windows. Call 
Wayne at 735-5867.

Contractors  from page 1 Rick Estes,•  the Village Sweep, does 
chimney cleaning and inspections plus 
wood, pellet, and gas stove installations. 
Call Rick at 735-5300.

Fenton’s Construction•  is a local de-
sign-build fi rm specializing in remodel-
ing and renovation of single-family resi-
dential structures. Call Les at 735-5524.

Jon Fifi eld•  is a semi-retired general 
contractor. Call Jon at 491-8265 or 267-
6462.

Lucas Fowler•  specializes in tradi-
tional timber frame buildings, green 
super-insulated houses, and 3-D design 
services. Contact Lucas through his 
Web site at LucasJFowler.com.

Toby Locke•  is a general contractor 
for barns and post-and-beam homes as 
well as all aspects of construction and 
remodeling. Call Toby at 735-5039.

Marceau and Sons•  does commer-
cial and residential asphalt paving, site 
work, driveways, parking lots. Call 
Dave at 735-5232.

Pat Mead • and John Braley of Mead 
and Braley Standing Seam Roofi ng 
offer on-site pan forming, 21″ pans, 
American-made steel, and 10 colors. 
They also welcome inquiries from con-
tractors. Call John at 735-5097.

Dan Merzi•  of Merzi Excavation can 
address all earthwork needs, including 
site work, demolition, retaining walls, 

land clearing, tree installation, and 
drainage work. Call Dan at 748-0327 or 
735-5334.

Jeff and Diane Miller•  of Miller 
Property Maintenance do general con-
tracting, new home construction, re-
modeling, landscaping, and landscape 
design. Call them at 454-5030.

Dan Murphy•  of Chase Hill Plumbing 
and Heating does plumbing, heating, 
and gas piping. Call Dan at 731-5468.

Joe Poulin•  of Poulin Property Main-
tenance does commercial and residential 
mowing, landscaping, seasonal clean-
ups, brush removal, and driveways. 
Contact Joe or Samantha at 735-5282 or 
JSCB@PoulinProperty.com.

Stanley J. Smith•  does custom wood-
working and indoor house repairs. Call 
Stan at 735-5924.

Lenny Spaulding•  does framing and 
drywall. Call Lenny at 735-4181.

Joshua Watkins•  of Chase Hill De-
signs works primarily as a trim carpen-
ter and woodworker, but is experienced 
in all forms of carpentry. Contact Josh-
ua at 545-5024 or ChaseHillDesigns@
gmail.com. 

Howard Wilson•  of Dragons, Inc. 
does lawn and landscape work and con-
sultation, rototilling, and cleanouts. Call 
Howard at 735-5427 for a free estimate.
 

KEYSER'S
GARAGE

Quality Automotive Service & RepairQuality Automotive Service & Repair
State Inspections: Auto & Motorcycle

Tires, Tune-Ups, Scheduled Maintenance

735-6160735-6160
Chuck Keyser

46 Keyser Road, Andover NH 03216

Visa & 
MasterCard 
Accepted

Contractors
LOCAL

GET  ’ER  D
ONE!

38 Years in the Business
All work done by owner and son
New Hampton Road, Franklin

934-2376

Carpet, Tile,  
and Linoleum

DOUG & SONS  
FLOORING

Free  
Estimates

735-5984

Decks • Additions  
Garages • Homes • Remodeling  

Roofing • Siding

mr. steam  
& son  
services

Carpet &  
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Handyman Service • Interior Painting

Cordwood $175/cord
Buy green now - be ready for winter

MASON CONTRACTOR
"Build to Last"   40 Years Experience 
Brick • Stone • Block • Restoration 

Fireplace • Chimney • Walls • Repairs

Albert L Sanborn Salisbury, NH 
648-2619 455-6516

A Crew with Over 100 Years Masonry Experience

LIVE IN A MORE ENERGY 
EFFICIENT, COMFORTABLE 

AND HEALTHIER HOME
♦ New Construction 
♦ Foundations 
♦ Garages 
♦ Remodeling 
♦ Additions, and More

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Call Braden at 603-504-2787

CLAYTON A. MILLER  
INC.

Since 1954 

PLUMBING  
HEATING 

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

B E ACO N  D E A D L I N E :  T H E  15 t h!
Please have your ad, article, photo, letter, etc. to the Beacon by the 15th of 

each month! Or at least let us know by then the date it’s coming.
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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Contractors
LOCAL

GET  ’ER  D
ONE!

ADF
FLOORING, llc

Residential & Commercial

Sales, Services  
& Installation of

Carpet
Vinyl

Hardwood
Ceramic

Visit our showroom at

Boscawen  
Business Park

197 North Main Street 
Units 3 & 4

micc
10% OFF!with this ad

753-9391 ADFflooring.com

and much  
more!

Joshua Watkins • ChaseHillDesigns@gmail.com • 545.5024

CHASE HILL
designs

CARPENTRY

DON'T FRET, CALL...

RICK DUKETTE
GENERAL CARPENTER/CONTRACTOR

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

CTOR

735-6415 Cell 455-0323

SPRING 

SPECIALS!

Replacement 

windows + 

vinyl siding.

Free Estimates • References 
Fully Insured 

All Varieties Siding • Roofing 
Decks • Additions 

Remodeling • Any & All 
Mobile Home Repairs

chase hill
plumbing and heating llc.

603-731-5468

For all your plumbing, heating 
and gas piping needs call

Dan Murphy

FULLY LICENSED • FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 
CHASEHILLPLUMBING@DISHMAIL.NET

IronHammerStoneworks.com • Member of the BBB of NH and MHA-net.org

Chris Springer 
427 North Road 

Danbury NH 03230 
office 603-768-3393 
cell 603-387-9889

We specialize in masonry heaters, stone veneer,  
walls, patios, fireplaces, chimneys, and anything else  
in stone or brick.

Do you know what a masonry  
heater is?
A masonry heater is a low 
emission, wood burning heating sys-
tem that is extremely energy efficient. 
You can check one out in progress on 
our web site.

PO Box 208 
Salisbury NH 03268

Phone 648-2515 
Fax 648-2373

SWEEPING   
SERVICE

Kearsarge Concrete

R.T. LAKE, INC 
and 

COMPLETE SEPTIC SERVICE
proudly announce

50 Years of Experience

R.T. Lake, Inc. • Webster • 648-2497 License #2152

• Complete Building Construction
• Remodeling
• Crane Service
• Septic System Installation, Service, & Pump Out
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Licensed electrician Lloyd Perreault 
volunteered many hours to this initial 
project. And then, with a vision based 
on past memorable activities within the 
hall, the Highland Lake Grange Hall 
Restoration Committee accelerated 
fund raising.
2007

On September 2, 2007, the Andover 
Congregational Church held a spe-
cial meeting to approve withdrawal of 
$25,000 from its investment fund to 
match and be used in conjunction with 
funds totaling $25,300 raised through 
donations by community members. The 
approval was unanimous, and there was 
a lot of excitement.

Fifi eld Building Restoration and Re-
location began almost immediately to 
construct a concrete cellar under the 
Highland Cooperative Union section 
of the hall for a solid foundation. The 
surrounding landscape was returned 
to historic contours for better drain-
age, and the granite foundation above 
ground was restored to retain its his-
toric appearance.
2008

Unusually high snow fall and sub-
sequent fl ooding caused failure of the 
septic system at the church. This moved 
to top priority a replacement planned 
several years prior. But, thinking of fu-
ture plans, the Grange Hall was added 
to the system, which now services all 
three buildings. With an eye toward 
maintaining historic appearance, vent-
ing is through mock granite posts, 
suggested by the system installer, Jon 
Champagne.
2009

Restoration of the Grange Hall con-
tinued with replacement of an antique 
dry toilet, the “one holer under the 
stairs,” with a new handicap-accessible 
bathroom.
2010

Restoration of this section was com-

By Donald Gould
Grange Hall Restoration Committee

At the turn of the 21st century, the 
Highland Lake Grange Hall (1850) in 
East Andover was seldom used, slowly 
decaying from neglect, and in serious 
disrepair with rotting sills, weak and 
broken fl oor boards, and dangerous 
electrical service.

Restoration of the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall began in 2006 with the 
formation of a committee of communi-
ty members of the Andover Congrega-
tional Church. Led by Irene Jewett, the 
committee has a single goal of restoring 

this community meeting hall to current 
building quality and safety standards 
while maintaining its historical charm.
2006

Immediate action was necessary in 
2006, when the carrier threatened to 
cancel all insurance unless improve-
ments were made. Fuses were replaced 
with circuit breakers at the service en-
try, and faulty switches were replaced. 

The new furnace installed in the 
Grange Hall by Chase Hill Plumbing 
and Heating lets people who use the 
Hall be “warm on all sides at once.”
 Photo: Don Gould

Highland Lake Grange Hall Highland Lake Grange Hall 
Restoration ContinuesRestoration Continues

By Donna Blinn
For the Beacon

As a genealogy researcher and resi-
dent of East Andover since 1982, I have 
held an ongoing interest in the life and 
times of Richard Potter and his family 
who once resided in what is now known 
as Potter Place. What brought them 
here, where did they come from, what 
was their family life like during their 
years in Andover? What about their 
lovely homestead and, most intriguing 
of all, the career of Richard Potter as a 
celebrated ventriloquist and magician?

I hold all sorts of wonderments about 
Richard Potter, his wife Sally, and their 
children. It appears there are no descen-
dents of the Potters, given the unfortu-
nate circumstances of their two chil-
dren, Jeanette and Henry, who died at 
an early age, and their other son, Rich-
ard Potter, Jr., who “disappeared” in the 
mid 1800s from the Andover area.

I embarked upon a more in-depth 
research project several months ago. 
I have been gathering and studying 
anything and everything I can about 
Richard Potter. I am working with other 
writers, authors, and a retired history 
professor. I have been in contact with 

Mr. Robert Olson, a man who re-enacts 
(in period costume) the tricks of Rich-
ard Potter and have invited Mr. Olson to 
our area to once again perform Potter’s 
magic here in Andover.

I have been gathering information, 
documents, and transcribing actual 
court reports on Potter.

I am still seeking any existing vital 
records and writings from various sourc-
es held in places such as the Andover 
Historical Society, the Andover Town 
Hall and Library, the New Hampshire 
Historical Society, the New Hampshire 
State Archives Library, and other on-
line resources.

I have found original historical ar-
ticles and advertisements in newspa-
pers dating back to the early 1800s, 
including newspapers that existed in 
Andover during that time. A copy of 
Potter’s marriage certifi cate from the 
state of Massachusetts is among my 
ongoing collection of materials and 
was obtained in order to update past 
articles which held erroneous informa-
tion about Richard and Sally Potter’s 
actual marriage date.

I am hoping to fi nd even more re-
cords, contacts, writings, and even local 
folks from the Andover area who can 
shed light on Richard Potter. I am fol-
lowing a lead to a potential portrait said 
to have been done of Potter which may 
still exist, but its whereabouts is not yet 
known. What did he look like?

Richard Potter has been verbally 
described in many articles about his 
personal characteristics and his nature, 
and there is an artist’s rendition of him 
based on these descriptions, but is there 
something more out there that may re-
ally show a true picture of Potter?

Richard Potter was born in 1783 in 
Hopkinton, Massachusetts, the son of 
a white man, who possibly resided on 
or near the estate of Sir Charles Henry 
Frankland (known as “Sir Harry”), and 
a black servant woman, possibly named 
Dinah.

Richard married Sally Harris on Sep-
tember 15, 1808 in Roxbury, Massachu-
setts. Together they had three children, 

Potter’s Place in Andover, long past its prime.

Donna Blinn Probes Into Donna Blinn Probes Into 
Richard Potter’s Life and TimesRichard Potter’s Life and Times

See Restoration  on page 28

See Potter  on page 25
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Are you over 65?
Living in your 
own home?

If you need a little bit of help to keep everything 
ship shape, give me a call and let's make sure 

your castle is just the way you want it.

Affordable, year-round support

Call Jim at 735-6140

Insured • References • Great Rates

at Kearsarge, you owe yourself the plea-
sure. And it’s charming inside as well.

One hundred sixty-two years ago, 
citizens of East Andover supported the 
promotion of secondary education by 

building Highland Lake Institute; we 
are grateful that the roots of this am-
bitious, unique, short-lived enterprise 
have been preserved.
Postscript

Without Ralph Chaffee’s tireless re-
search and writing, the history of the 
Highland Lake Grange Hall might well 
be lost. He also wrote the books East 
Andover and Its People and A History 
of Andover – 1900-1965, plus many ar-
ticles for Franklin Journal-Transcript as 
well as his monograph about the Grange 
Hall and other facets of Andover life.
 

By Suzy Norris
Andover Historical Society

(Most of the quotations are from Ralph 
Chaffee’s monograph about the Highland 
Lake Grange Hall. Others are from the 
Highland Lake Institute catalog.)

Anyone who drives through East 
Andover notes the white church on the hill 
and may even know that the quaint, white 
building next door was the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall. What one may not know is 
the history of the Grange building.

It was built in 1850 as Highland Lake 
Institute – the dream of The Mountain 
Club, an East Andover literary group 
who “felt the need to somehow provide 
secondary education for those scholars 
who wished to continue their studies be-
yond the district school.” Fifty residents 

signed on, buying shares at $5 apiece, 
with each shareholder “entitled to vote 
according to the number of shares, in all 
matters in relation to the building and 
locating of said house.”

One hundred shares were sold, and 
one of the subscribers, Joseph Osgood, 
who lived where Kathy and Wyman 
Ordway now live, “volunteered to give 
a plot of land for the new Academy.” 
Building commenced immediately, and 
Highland Lake Institute opened on Au-

gust 21, 1850 with an enrollment of 86 
pupils: “45 Gentlemen and 41 Ladies.”

The school catalogue from 1850 
reads: “This institution … is located on 
the line of the Northern Railroad near 
the Ragged Mountains and Loon Pond 
[present-day Highland Lake] in a pleas-
ant and healthy village, free from all in-
ducements to vice and idleness.”

Each of the four school terms was 11 
weeks long. The standard curriculum 
was Latin, French, and English (both 
“common” and “higher”). Chirogra-
phy (penmanship – I had to look that 
one up!), anatomy, physiology, draw-
ing, painting, and music were offered 
at an extra price. The standard rate per 
course was $3 to $4.

Students could board out with “good” 
families in the area for “seven 
shillings and sixpence to nine 
shillings per week” or obtain 
“convenient rooms, suitably fur-
nished at a reasonable price.”

In that fi rst year, quite a 
few students came from East 
Andover, but there were many 
from other towns: Salisbury, 
Danbury, Nashua, Rochester, 
and Danville, as well as Fletch-
er, Vermont and Lawrence, 
Massachusetts. The school 
lasted fi ve years and in its hey-
day enrolled 143 students from 
30 New Hampshire towns and 
four New England states.
“Declining Interest”

In 1855, “lack of funds” and 
“declining interest” forced the 
closing of the school, “never to 
go again.” One can only guess, 
but one wonders if perhaps with 
the shareholders’ children hav-
ing completed their high school 
educations, support and zeal for 

the Institute petered out.
Around the same time Highland 

Lake Institute was established (1850), 
over in Andover, Proctor Academy was 
also being established (1848).

The interest and support of the lo-
cal citizenry in both East Andover and 
Andover to encourage and provide sec-
ondary education for their children is 
impressive.

After its closing, the history of High-
land Lake Institute was long and inter-

History of the Highland Lake Grange HallHistory of the Highland Lake Grange Hall
esting. For 40 years, various teaching 
continued on a piecemeal, private basis, 
providing a place for various entertain-
ments and exhibits in what was now 
called Academy Hall.

In 1893, it became 
The Union Hall, a 
meeting place for the 
community, and was 
leased to the High-
land Lake Grange for 
its meetings. In 1939, 
the Grange purchased 
the Hall. In 1991, the 
Andover Congrega-
tional Church bought 
the building.

Several East 
Andover citizens (es-
pecially David and 
Irene Jewett, and Don 
Gould along with Ginny Newton and 
Wanda Walker) have been key in rais-
ing funds and locating resources and 
volunteers to restore and maintain this 
historic building now listed in the Na-
tional Registry of Historic Buildings.

It has a new foundation, basement, 
improved plumbing, a nifty kitchen, 
and, most recently, heat! It’s a fabulous 
place for functions ranging from meet-
ings, bridal and baby showers, recep-
tions, speakers, suppers, reunions, and 
birthday parties.

If you’ve never stood on the Grange 
porch, looked out over the lake and up 

of which two died at very young ages 
in Andover. Their seven-year-old son is 
buried at the Old Center Cemetery in 
Andover. 

Richard Potter died on September 20, 
1835 in Andover, followed by his wife 
Sally, who died a year later on October 
24, 1836. Their headstones are located 
in Potter Place. Nearby is now a pub-
lic garden, which invites the public to 
contribute perennial shade plants to the 
area to continue the tribute to the Potter 
family, who once had their own lovely 
gardens on the Potter homestead.

I am hoping to share and gain fur-

Potter  from page 24 ther knowledge on this “magical” man 
who brings fame and pride to Andover. 
I continue to work on the compilation of 
all that can be found on the Potter fam-
ily and will eventually create a compre-
hensive booklet on the life and times of 
Richard Potter.

Donna is a genealogy researcher 
affi liated with the Association of Pro-
fessional Genealogists, Ancestry.Com, 
and National Archives and Records in 
Washington DC. She holds member-
ships with many historical societies 
throughout New England. She pro-
vides public speaking engagements and 
workshops on the subject of genealogy 
research.  

Pancake Street Wilmot Flat
Jeffrey P. Sanborn Bus. 526-4747

Accident Repair and Auto Accident Repair and Auto 
Restoration Our SpecialtyRestoration Our Specialty

Scratches, Dents, Refi nishing

Over 20 Years’ Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Blackwater Auto Body
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By Gordy Ordway
Andover Fish and Game Club

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
hosted the 28th annual Willis 
Nowell Memorial Kids Ice 
Fishing Derby on Feb-
ruary 26. Despite the 
windy conditions, we 
braved the elements, and 
the kids enjoyed the action 
running from tip-up to tip-up. 
Lucky prizes and ribbons were awarded. 
Trophies were awarded in three catego-
ries. The results are as follows:
Pickerel

1st: Yanni Ntour, 19″
2nd: Aaron Judd, 18 ¾”
3rd: DJ Rankins, 17 ⅞”

Andover Fish & Game Club
4th: Dana Buswell, 17 ¾”

Perch
1st: Jessica Lewis, 8″

2nd: Peter Ntour, 7 ½”
3rd: Jessica Lewis, 7″

Other
Hayden Buswell, 

Pond Shiner, 10 ¼”
We would like to 

thank Rich Gross and our 
loyal members who helped 

make this event a success. A big thanks 
goes to Smith River Trading Post for 
donating the bait; to Jake’s Market and 
Deli of Andover for the hot dogs; and 
to Park-N-Go in Wilmot for the hot dog 
rolls.

The annual Kids Spring Fishing Der-
by will be coming up in May. Watch for 
the fl yers with date and time.

Again this year, the club will be send-
ing kids to Barry Conservation Camp. 
Watch for sign up sheets at school. 

Don Rankins helps one of the kids with a fi sh while Butch McDonald tends to 
a tip-up.  Photo: Gordy Ordway

Over 20 people enjoyed a snowy woodland tromp together on one of ASLPT’s 
Andover conservation easements.  Photo: Sandy DeLaat

ASLPT press release
On February 25, 18 people joined 

property owners Don and Lorraine Cline 
and Ausbon Sargent Land Protection 
Specialist Beth McGuinn for a snowshoe 
hike of the Cline’s 33.21-acre conserva-
tion easement in Andover and the adja-
cent 17 acres they helped to conserve. 
The group navigated the trails to see and 
discuss the Cline’s trail system, wildlife 
habitat, and their maple syrup operation. 

In 2010, with the help of their neigh-
bors, the Clines turned a potential 
six-lot subdivision into a conservation 
easement with many trails for guests to 
enjoy. Deer, bear, turkey, bobcat, fox, 

snowshoe hare, ruffed grouse, moose, 
coyote, owls, bald eagles, a variety of 
birds, amphibians, and reptiles have 
also been observed using the property. 

Beth McGuinn praises the Clines, 
saying, “This community-minded fam-
ily has worked with their neighbors to 
double the acres of conserved land on 
the north side of Shaw Hill Road and 
made that land available to the pub-
lic for walking, cross country skiing, 
snowshoeing, and nature observation.” 

More information about the Cline 
property and other conservation ease-
ments can be found at AusbonSargent.
org. 

Snowshoers Tour 
Easements On Shaw Hill

With the unusual weather this winter, maple sugaring season showed 
signs of wrapping up before it even started. Undaunted, Don Cline of Wych-
wood Farm on Shaw Hill tends to the season’s fi rst run of the evaporator. 
In 2008, Wychwood Farm took second place in Yankee magazine’s best-
maple-syrup contest. Photo: Charlie Darling
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Local, Committed, Local, Committed, 
and Fully Insuredand Fully Insured

New ConstructionNew Construction• • 
Additions & RemodelsAdditions & Remodels• • 
Hardwired Smoke DetectorsHardwired Smoke Detectors• • 
Service UpgradesService Upgrades• • 
Insurance/Realtor InspectionsInsurance/Realtor Inspections• • 
All Electrical UpgradesAll Electrical Upgrades• • 
Generator Installation & ServiceGenerator Installation & Service• • 

Residential, 
Commercial, and Industrial
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By Lee Carvalho
Beacon staff 

Early April generally brings warm 
days followed by rainy nights. These 
conditions trigger the migration of sala-
manders from their winter homes under 

layers of forest litter to the vernal pools 
where they will mate and deposit their 
eggs. 

Vernal pools (from the Latin vernus, 
“belonging to spring”) are temporary 
wetlands formed by depressions in the 
ground which collect snow-
melt and rain. Unlike marshes 
and swamps, they are dry for 
most of the year, so they are 
uninhabitable by fi sh. They are 
critical breeding places for fairy 
shrimp, wood frogs, and sala-
manders. 

This is the perfect time to 
head into the woods to fi nd 
some vernal pools, look for sal-
amanders, and then their eggs. 
Donna Baker-Hartwell is a fan. 
She writes, “I love the yellow-
spotted salamander! Last year, I count-
ed about eight or 10 in a vernal pool 
behind our home. This was on April 19. 
The best time to see them is about 9 to 
11 PM. Take a really good spot fl ash-
light with you. Stand along the edge of 
the pool. (Never wade in; this will dis-
turb them.) They like to hide under the 
leaves in about a foot of water. You have 
to be patient and spend several minutes 
scanning the fl oor of the pool with your 
fl ashlight. The yellow spots show up 
fi rst. They will tolerate the light distur-
bance for a few seconds – long enough 
to admire them. They are about six or 
eight inches long.”

Wood frogs mate and deposit eggs 
at about the same time as salaman-
ders. Within a day or two when you re-
turn to a vernal pool, you can see the 
egg masses of both salamanders and 
wood frogs. Both are usually attached 
to twigs or clinging to an underwater 
plant, and both have obvious black em-
bryos, but there is a difference to help 
you tell them apart. The wood frog lays 
individual clear eggs, and the outside of 
the egg mass is the eggs themselves, so 
one sees a uniform distribution of the 
black embryos. 

A salamander egg mass is encased in 
a thick, often milky, layer of jelly, so the 
embryos are less evenly distributed. 

Andover Naturally

Salamander Migrations
Donna has joined the New Hamp-

shire Reptile and Amphibian Reporting 
Program (RAARP), an organization 
which monitors fl uctuations in reptile 
and amphibian populations. Interested 
readers can e-mail WildDiv@wildlife.state.

nh.us for more information. 
The fi rst aural signal of 

spring is the sound of the 
spring peepers. The male emits 
a high-pitched whistle to attract 
females by taking in a breath, 
closing his mouth and nostrils, 
and then pumping the air from 
is lungs across the vocal cords 
into a balloon-like pouch. When 
all the males have entered in 
the chorus, the sound resembles 
sleigh bells. 

Soon other amphibians join 
the song: wood frogs sounding like 
quacking ducks and green frogs like the 
twanging of a loose banjo string. 

One of the fi rst wildfl owers to greet 
us is coltsfoot, named for the hoof-like 
shape of its leaves. This cheery yellow 

fl ower resembles a dandelion, but its 
stem is thick and scaly, and the leaves 
don’t appear until the fl ower dies back. 
It is often found along the edge of roads 
or in other disturbed areas. 

Another early bloomer is the trail-
ing arbutus, or mayfl ower. Look for its 
leathery evergreen leaves low on the 

Trailing arbutus.  Photo: Lee Carvalho

Spotted salamander. 
 Photo: Donna Baker-Hartwell

See Spring  on page 28
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at The Constant Quilterat The Constant Quilter
For more info: Linda_S_Barnes@hotmail.com

Pancake Road & Route 11 Wed - Sat 10 to 5, Sun - Noon to 5
Andover NH Closed Monday & Tuesday
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

Pancake Road & Route 11 Wed - Sat 10 to 5, Sun - Noon to 5
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NEW SPACENEW SPACE
Bring in this ad for Bring in this ad for 

20% off non-sale items20% off non-sale items
April Only!April Only!

ALL INCLUDE 7 RENTAL DAYS

Available for a limited time only. Pre-paid orders only. Automatic pick up.

Additional charges will apply for excess weight and or rental days. 

This pricing does not apply to roofing or concrete m
aterial.

DUMPSTER RENTALS
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DumpsterDepot.com

$29
5!
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NO FUEL 
SURCHARGES OR 
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Toll Free 1-866-56-DEPOT
SERVING THE GREATER CAPITAL AREA,

LACONIA AND THE LAKES REGION
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DumpsterDepot.com

Hand Made! • Solid Wood!
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252 Switch Road, Andover

“Mike’s Hobby Means Savings To You”
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For $25 you can have the Beacon mailed to any US address. 
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In Proctor Academy’s sugarhouse on North Street, David Pilla brews up a 
batch of 2012-vintage maple syrup for consumption by students and their 
families, faculty, and staff. The sap used to make the syrup comes from 
maples tapped on the Proctor campus. Pilla is the school’s Forester, Wild-
life Biologist, Woodlands Manager, and Ocean Classroom Director. 
 Photo and caption: Larry Chase

pleted by converting the old kitchen on the 
second fl oor to a large room for meetings 
and Sunday school classes and installing 
a modern kitchen on the fi rst fl oor.

This was accomplished with an em-
phasis on “recycling” of previously used 
items. Cabinets from Concord Hospital 
and sinks and countertops from a re-
modeled home were combined skillful-
ly and installed by Baker and Hartwell 
Contractors. All electrical installation 
labor was again donated by electrician 
Lloyd Perrault. This included removal 
of all historic wiring. 

Stoves, microwave oven, toaster, re-
frigerator, and many other items were 
donated by community and church 
members. A Hobart commercial dish-
washer was obtained from a long-closed 
restaurant in Tilton. Volunteers supple-
mented the skilled contractor efforts, 
including plumbing by Arthur Miller, 
to complete the kitchen in accord with 
modern standards.
2011

As the weather turned cold this win-
ter, one could, for the fi rst time in its 161 
years, stand in the Grange Hall build-
ing and be “warm on all sides at once”. 
Previously this had only been possible 
at the center of a “group hug” by family, 
friends, and neighbors.

A new York 100,000-BTU furnace 
with 13 hot air ducts surrounding the 
hall for even heat distribution has now 
been installed by Dan Murphy of Chase 

Restoration  from page 24 Hill Plumbing and Heating. The lining 
of the crawl space beneath the hall and 
foam-in-place urethane insulation of 
the crawl space rim joists and walls by 
Doug Colby of Foamulate add heating 
effi ciency and all-around comfort.

The existing Rinnai furnace has 
been relocated to the upstairs room to 
make this a year-round meeting and 
Sunday school area.

These future projects are planned as 
funds become available to expand com-
munity use of this hall.

A similar room upstairs at the op-• 
posite end of the hall
Replace supports and restore sec-• 
ond fl oor dining hall
Restoration of porch and front entry• 
Restoration of the cupola• 

Lights are on almost every evening, and 
once again one can hear voices from this im-
portant community center which continues 
to be renovated to meet modern standards 
of safety, utility, and comfort to better meet 
the needs for wedding and funeral recep-
tions, family gatherings, reunions, church 
functions, benefi t suppers, birthdays, knit-
ting classes, and other events.

This has been and will continue to 
be a truly “village” project – fi nancial 
support from the community and the 
Andover Congregational Church, hours 
of volunteer efforts, recycled materials, 
and dedicated local contractors.

Contributions to the Grange Hall 
Restoration Fund may be sent to com-
mittee chair Irene Jewett, PO Box 36, 
East Andover 03231. 

ground, admire the delicate pink-edged 
blooms, and then lie down right there 
and bury your nose in those blooms to 
relish the spicy, sweet scent. 

In the bird world, a sure sign of 
spring is when the male goldfi nches 
begin to change from tawny to bright 
yellow. Laurie Zimmerman keeps a 
close eye on the goldfi nches at her 
feeder and alerted me way back in ear-
ly March that the transformation was 
in progress. 

By now the migrating sparrows are 
back; the robins, killdeer, blue jays, 
woodpeckers, and phoebes are nesting; 

and eastern bluebirds are house-hunting. 
If you are eager to attract bluebirds, try 
putting two houses close to each other, 
about fi ve to 15 feet apart. According to 
Mary Holland, tree swallows will only 
nest in one of them, leaving the second 
for bluebirds. 

New data shows that, contrary to 
earlier advice, bluebirds prefer houses 
that haven’t been cleaned of last year’s 
debris. So if you never got around to 
that chore, good for you! 

Please remember to send me your 
observations, questions, photographs, 
and nature tips at AndoverNaturally@
gmail.com so I can include them in next 
month’s column.  

Spring  from page 27

By Tim Frost
Andover Snowmobile Club

The New Hampshire Snowmobile 
Association’s major support project is 
Camp Easter Seals in Gilmanton; it is a 
major project for our disabled kids. 

Over the years, the Andover Snow-
mobile Club (ASC) has joined with oth-
er snowmobile clubs across the state to 
raise thousands of dollars for this camp. 
This year, ASC raised $2,372 for its con-
tribution to the annual New Hampshire 
Snowmobile Association Ride-In for 
Easter Seals Camp Sno-Mo. That made 
ASC one of the top 10 fundraising clubs 
in the state. 

The grand total raised by New 
Hampshire snowmobile clubs this year 
for Easter Seals was $72,749. This is an 
amount all folks who contributed can 
be proud of.

The Andover Snowmobile Club 
(ASC) is an active group in Andover 
and the surrounding towns with their 
trail work on the rail bed trail and many 

Andover Andover 
Snowmobile ClubSnowmobile Club

other smaller side trails. They have been 
active for many, many years.

We receive grants for trail work, 
bridge repairs, and sign postings 
from the state through the many 
thousands of snowmobile registra-
tions. We are thankful for the many 
landowners who give us permission 
to use their property for trails. The 
Northern Rail Trail is an asset to us 
and to the many trail users; our sys-
tem is one of the best in the state. 
Snowmobilers spend a lot of money 
at our restaurants, gas stations, mo-
tels, bed and breakfasts, and other 
lodgings (as other trail users do in 
the summer season).

We raise money through a number 
of fundraisers, most known of which 
are the Fourth of July food booth and 
the Italian Buffet in the winter. We 
own two large groomers that members 
spend many volunteer hours on to keep 
the trails in good shape (when we have 
snow, that is). 

Tucker Mountain Maple, LLC
Andover NH

Great House-Warming or "Thank-you" Gift
Quarts, Pints, 1/2 Pints and Gallons

Gift + Regular Shipping Available- Paypal And Credit Cards Accepted

Eric Johnson • 224 Tucker Mountain Road
tuckermtn@hotmail.com • 603-344-1130
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GShare a flavor of Andover with your 
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Mark Your Calendar
ANDOVER
ON-GOING EVENTS

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 10 AM to 11:15 AM 
Masonic Hall, Potter Place

Andover Knitting Club
Mondays, 2:45 PM to 3:45 PM 
AE/MS

Bring your knitting projects, or come 
and learn how to knit. 

Andover Wyldlife
Mondays, 6 PM to 7:15 PM 
Highland Lake Grange Hall

Middle school Christian youth 
group. No meetings on April 16 and 23. 
Last meeting: May 21.

Zumba Fitness
Mondays and Thursdays, 6:30 PM 
to 7:30 PM, AE/MS Gym 

Zumba is a Latin-inspired dance fi t-
ness class. First class free, $5 per class 
after that.

MVHS Younglife
Tuesdays, 2:45 PM to 4 PM 
MVHS Cafeteria

High school Christian youth group. 
No meetings April 17 and 24. Last 
meeting: May 22.

SCHEDULED EVENTS

Kearsarge Masonic Lodge
Thu, Apr 5, 7:30 PM  
Masonic Hall, Potter Place

Meal information: 735-6412

Potluck and Dance Party to 
Benefi t the Pellerins
Sat, Apr 7, 5:30 PM, Bluewater Farm

A community potluck dance party to 
benefi t Joe and Bob Pellerin. Bring a dish 
and enjoy Nick’s Other Band.

Andover Lions Club
Mon, Apr 9, 6:30 PM  
Masonic Hall, Potter Place

Dinner at 6 PM, meeting at 7 PM.

AE/MS PTO
Mon, Apr 9, 6:30 PM, AE/MS

Article: page 51.

Andover Snowmobile Club
Mon, Apr 9, 7 PM, AE/MS

Andover Democrats
Tue, Apr 10, 7 PM  
Andover Fire Station

Andover Service Club
Wed, Apr 11, 6 PM  
Highland Lake Grange Hall

Guest Night. Members may bring 
spouse or one guest for potluck supper. 
Entertainment by Sferes and White. No 
morning meeting.

Kindergarten Registration
Wed, Apr 11, AE/MS

If your child will be fi ve years old on or 
before September 30, please call Mrs. Par-
enteau at 735-5494 for an appointment. 

Blackwater Grange
Thu, Apr 12, 7:30 PM  
Masonic Hall, Potter Place

Alternatives to Hazardous Waste
Sat, Apr 14, 10 AM to 11 AM  
Transfer Station

Safe, do-it-yourself substitutes for haz-
ardous yard, household, and shop chemi-
cals and solutions. Article: page 14.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector Offi ce 
CLOSED
Tue, Apr 17 

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail
Wed, Apr 18, 7 PM  
Andover Fire Station

MVHS Senior Project Roadshow
Fri, Apr 20, 8:30 to 9:30 AM, AE/MS

Andover seniors showcase their 
MVHS Senior Projects. Article: page 52.

We Build It Forward Kick-Off Day
Sat, Apr 21, 7 AM to 5 PM 
RP Johnson’s Millwork Showcase, 
Tenpenny Lane

Help kick off RP Johnson’s annual com-
munity outreach project. Article: page 39.

Rummage Sale
Sat, Apr 21, 9 AM to 1 PM 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
Potter Place

Flea market and bake sale. Ad: page 13.

Whisper Wind Stables Open House
Sat, Apr 21, 10 AM to 2 PM 
647 Flaghole Road

Ad: page 30.

Andover Lions Club
Mon, Apr 23, 6 PM  
Masonic Hall, Potter Place

Meeting, 7 PM

Charlie Bass Offi ce Hours
Tue, Apr 24, 8:30 to 9:30 AM  
Andover Town Hall

For more information: 226-0064

Andover Fish and Game Club
Tue, Apr 24, 7:30 PM  
Clubhouse, East Andover

Article: page 26.

NHCHF
Sat, Apr 28, 9:30 AM to 3 PM 
AE/MS Gym

Spring Workshop. Article: page 34.

Andover Town Clean-Up Week
Sat, May 5 

Town clean-up during the fi rst three 
weeks of May. Article: page 1.

Andover Civil War Soldiers
Sun, May 6, 2 PM, AE/MS

Speaker: Steven Closs. A joint project of 
the school and the libraries. Article: page 33.

Andover High School Reunion
Sat, Jul 7, 10 AM  
Ordway Recreational Area, 
South Danbury

The reunion is open to everyone who at-
tended an Andover school. Article: page 36.

ELSEWHERE
SCHEDULED EVENTS

Fruit Workshop & Pruning
Sat, Mar 31, 10 AM to noon 
Pustizzi Fruit Farm, Boscawen

Small fruit, tree fruit, and pruning. Regis-
ter at 796-2151 or e-mail Mary.West@unh.edu.

Companion Planting
Mon, Apr 2, 6:30 PM  
Boscawen Municipal Complex

A Master Gardener will discuss the 
benefi ts and disadvantages of companion 
planting.

Danbury Grange Winter Market
Sat, Apr 7, 9 AM to 1 PM 
Danbury Grange Hall

Market opens with breakfast. Lunch 
available from 10:30 AM.

FNRT Fundraising Dinner
Thu, Apr 12 
Rockwell’s at New London Inn

Dinner as early as 5 PM. Article: page 32.

Hoopfest 3-On-3 Tournament
Sat, Apr 14, 10 AM, OCIC, New London

To benefi t the New London Outing 
Club. Ad: page 47.

MVHS Parent Advisory Group
Tue, Apr 17, 7 PM, MVHS

Local Agriculture 
in the Northeast
Thu, Apr 19, 7 PM  
Danbury Grange Hall

Speaker: Tom Curren. Article: page 38.

How Coyote Created 
the Milky Way
Wed, Apr 25, 11 AM  
Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum, 
Warner

Free event with Lisa Trembley. Indian-
Museum.org.

Lazy Stitch
Sun, Apr 29, 10 AM  
Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum, 
Warner

Class taught by Liz Charlebois. Indian-
Museum.org.

Vaudeville Show
Sat, May 5, 7:30 PM  
Wilmot Town Hall

Hosted by Wilmot Historical Society. 
Admission $5. Article: page 39.

Celebrate the Earth Festival
Sun, May 6, 10 AM to 4 PM 
Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum, 
Warner

A day of family fun and learning 
celebrating the start of planting season. 
Article: page 39. 
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Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

IT'S SPRING!
TIME TO GET THE OUTDOOR FURNITURE  

OUT AND IN THE YARD!! COME SEE  
WHAT WE HAVE TO MAKE  

THE MOST COMFORTABLE SETTING!
While you are here, check out the showroom.
Route 11 &  TownLineOutdoorFurniture.com 735-5778 
Pancake Road, Andover U-Haul Rentals Open 7 Days

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service 

Harness & Tack Repair

Ariens Lawnmowers and Snowblowers
Hustler Turf Equipment 1719 Route 114
Husqvarna Chainsaws North Sutton
Tanaka 927-4973 • Fax 927-4407

www.NHTelephoneMuseum.com 
603-456-2234 

 

�
Nov-Apr 
Tue & Sat 
10am-4pm May-Oct 

Tu-Th-Sat 
10am-4pm 

HOURS 

**Now**
Open for the 
2012 Season

SAVE
$5.00

off your lesson with 
this coupon.

Coupon expires 5/31/2012

American Riding Instructor Certified
Recipient of American Riding 

Instructor Top 50

OPEN HOUSE!
Sat, April 21, 2012 

10 am-2 pm
Free BBQ 

Horseback Rides and Cart Rides 
Riding Demonstrations 

Children’s Activities 
Drawing for A FREE lesson 

($35.00 value) 
Sign Up for Summer Camp 

Find out about Triple M 
(Monday Morning Moms’)

Whisper Wind Stables 
647 Flaghole Road
Andover, NH 03216

603-934-2139
Allison@Whisperwindstable.com

Whisper Wind Stables

FIREWEED FLORAL  
AND GARDEN SHOP

19 High St, Boscawen • FireweedFloral.com • 796-2419

NEW LOCATION!

Visit us starting April 2  
at our new location  
at the old Boscawen Police Station!

Fresh Cut Flower Arrangements • Handcrafted Soaps 
Handmade Pottery • Many other NH-made Gifts

Delivering to Salisbury, Webster, Boscawen, Andover, Penacook, and Franklin

Monday – Friday, 9-6 • Saturday, 9-1 • Closed Sundays

CARPET INYL ILE ARDWOOD AMINATE

Spring has Sprung Flooring Sale 
March 13 – April 27

C. & C. CARS
427 N. MAIN STREET 

W. FRANKLIN, NH 03235 
JOHN D. PERRY, OWNER MARK W. PERRY, MGR 

934-6006

• Vehicle Sales 
• Auto Repair 
• Towing

Alignments $49 
Hourly Labor Rate $48

POTHOLE SPECIAL
Lube, Oil, Filter, and Alignment

$75  
For most cars • Expires April 30, 2012

SSWINGWING  INTOINTO
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NH Fiddle Ensemble

Tickets $5-10

Creative Local Artists, Jewelers, 
Woodcrafters, and Entrepreneurs.
Perfect for Showers • Weddings • Birthdays 

Many of our team will create  
custom orders with ample notice.

195 Main Street Sun, Tue, Wed, 11 am - 5 pm
New London Thurs-Sat, 11 am - 7 pmish, other times by appt.
526-6656 GourmetGardenOnline.com

Find us on Facebook at Gourmet Garden ~ Gifts of Great Taste

Gourmet Garden
NH Gifts Of Great Taste

The perfect place to find …

Now Showing at a
Farmstand Near You...

Grown freshhere on the farm, a

assortment of cold hardy annuals, vegetable
transplants & perennials. We grow these from

seeds and cuttings, adding millions of good
bugs, beneficial microbes & sunshine

Open for
the Season!

Sign up for our e-newsletter.
www.springeldgefarm.com

(April 2nd)

Rte 4, 96 Old Turnpike Rd.
Salisbury NH 03268  

(603) 648-2888   

Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4:30pm 

Sun. 8:30am-3pm   

SSWINGWING  INTOINTO
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By Lindy Heim
FNRT

Don’t miss the next Friends of the 
Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack 
County (FNRT) event coming up in 
April: our annual fundraising dinner 
scheduled for one night only on Thurs-
day, April 12, at Rockwell’s at the New 
London Inn in New London. Owner/
Chef Jerrod Rockwell will offer the res-
taurant’s regular menu, which is varied 
and outstanding, in both dining rooms. 
There is no set time or set menu; you 
decide when you want to have dinner 
and with whom. Just make reservations, 
go, and enjoy yourself as you do on any 
evening out. The atmosphere promises 

Rail Trail Benefi t Scheduled For 
April At Rockwell’s At The Inn

to be festive, as the dinner crowd tends 
to be made up of exuberant FNRT sup-
porters!

Community-minded former New 
London Inn owner, Bridget Le Roy, 
founded the Thursday’s Child program 
a few years back, and Chef Jerrod has 
generously continued it, donating half 
of the night’s profi t to benefi t the rail 
trail effort. 

Please make reservations by calling 
the New London Inn directly at 526-
2791. Dinner may be enjoyed as early 
as 5 PM in the Tavern (reservations not 
necessary) or starting at 5:30 PM in the 
main dining room. 

See you there! 

February 15
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Alex Bernhard, Steve Dar-

ling, Tom Frantz, Mike Loomis, Bob 
Lisk, Myra Mayman, Steve Rayno, Pe-
ter Southworth, Nita Tomaszewski

Treasurer’s Report. Steve Rayno’s 
impressive bike raffl e earned over $700 
(plus a donation to Easter Seals). These 
funds will be used to provide spring 
water along the trail near the Andover/
Franklin line after necessary approvals 
have been obtained.
Old Business

Maintenance: In regard to signs, 
Nita asked about the QR symbols 
that a smart phone can scan to au-
tomatically to reach an organization 
(such as Fish and Game). Maybe Bob 
(at a signage meeting) will have fur-
ther ideas. Steve R. showed us a rail-
road turntable sign that he’ll post in 
Franklin.

Maintenance Management Com-
mittee: Bob cited the need to keep 
working with local residents who might 
sponsor a segment of trail. He is work-
ing on developing our maintenance 
plan.

Technology Report: Steve handed 
out a printout of the common Web 
site shared by Friends of the Northern 
Rail Trail in Grafton and Merrimack 
Counties. The Grafton site has been 
upgraded.

Strategic Action Plan: Brainstorm 
a list of organizations we want to be in 
touch with to recruit partners. We re-
viewed the Strategic Action Plan draft 
to confi rm what structures we want to 
put in place. We discussed maintenance, 
trail completion, capital budget, com-
munication, the FNRT organization, 

and board work. We discussed how to 
build our “friends network” and collect 
e-mail addresses and phone numbers. 
Mike will look into fi nding consistent 
language to invite the public to allow us 
to share information with them when 
they sign up for a raffl e or attend an 
FNRT event.

Boscawen: Nita reported on a Febru-
ary 7 meeting about extending the trail 
through Boscawen that was held with 
Lyman Cousens and Norm LaPierre of 
Boscawen. After looking at maps, they 
found 38 abutters to the trail who they’ll 
notify about an informational public 
meeting. Bob and Nita will put a pre-
sentation together (with photos) to help 
inform Boscawen about the trail. The 
meeting takes place at the Boscawen 
Town Hall.
New Business

Upcoming Events: Thursday, April 
12, is the New London Inn’s Thursday’s 
Child fundraiser dinner for FNRT. All 
are encouraged to attend. This has been 
a very good fundraiser for the trail in 
the past. Wednesday, April 25, at 7 PM 
is the informational public meeting at 
the Boscawen Town Hall.

National Park Service Proposal: 
We ratifi ed Charles’ application to the 
National Park Service.

Bike Raffl e and Andover Snow-
mobile Club’s Spaghetti Dinner: A 
great success.

Governor’s Council Award on 
Physical Activity and Health: We dis-
cussed nominating AE/MS for their 
promotion of physical activity on the 
rail trail.

Golden Spikes: Alex’s request for 
$200 for creation of golden spikes was 
approved. 

Friends  of the Northern Rail Trail

NAPA
AUTOCARE

CENTER

Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4716

$19.95 4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT CHECK

SPRING 
SPECIAL 

526-4848

GUARANTEED!

We will beat any Dealer's 
written estimate by 10%.

heritage
Family History 
Ancestry Research

Every Family Has A Story. 
Do You Know Yours?

Donna H. Blinn • heritage.blinn@gmail.com • 401 474-3618 Cell

Family History Research Services

Pedigree Charts     Locating Vital Records
Cemetery Searches     Historic Newspapers     Family Albums
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Arlene French, Grace Stetson, and Bernice Nowell inside the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall after the Nancy Tripp Trio benefi t concert. Because everything 
for the concert was donated, even a bouquet of fl owers, the Grange Hall 
Restoration Fund made over $1,500 from a packed performance. 
 Photo and caption: Robert Ofenloch

Franklin Opera House press release
Franklin Opera House Center for 

Arts and Entertainment is pleased to 
announce a very special evening with 
Scottish Fiddler Alasdair Fraser and 
Cellist Natalie Haas on Thursday, April 
12, at 7 PM.

The entire concert will be played 
acoustically, without the use of am-
plifi ers and microphones. The fi ne 
acoustics and intimacy of the historic 
Franklin Opera House makes this 
possible. 

If you are already a fan of Alas-
dair and Natalie, you will not want to 
miss out on Dessert with Alasdair at 
the Black Swan Inn, three miles east 
of the Opera House, following the con-
cert. Alasdair invites you to “a wee 
soiree at the inn” and invites folks to 
“bring instruments and jam while we 
schmooze.” Tours of the beautiful and 
historic inn, formerly the Peabody 
Brown Estate, will also be given by 
innkeeper Sheryl Ollie, while Chef 
Greg Stone is putting the fi nishing 
touches on the dessert.

Tickets are on sale at the Franklin 

Opera House box offi ce at 934-1901 
or TheMiddleNH.org. Concert tickets are 
$20 to $22, and tickets for Dessert with 
Alasdair are $15. There are only 50 tick-
ets available for Dessert with Alasdair.

Franklin Opera House Center for 
Arts and Entertainment is a 501(c)3 
non-profi t corporation located in Frank-
lin City Hall. 

Scott ish Fiddler And Cellist 
Perform At Franklin Opera House

By Janet Moore
Library Trustee

March came in like a lion, with gusty 
winds, and then fell fl at and warm, much 
like a totally hyped new read. I prepare 
the reading site: phone, pen and paper, 
light, pillow, cat, dog, and the action be-
gins. Nothing exists beyond the pages 
at fi rst; the tension is palpable as I meet 
the characters, place the setting in the 
mind’s eye, and then the cat stretches, 
knocking the book askew and himself 
off my lap. I fi nd the tea cool, my nose 
numb, and 50 pages gone, just like that, 
until I throw the fl eece over my legs, 
stretch, curl into the couch corner and 
continue. Never mind the cat.

Last week it was a kid book for 
school: Rot and Ruin, and I still can’t 
believe I read a zombie book. But really 
it was just an old fashioned western, 
with two good-guy brothers, the older 
a sheriff type, the younger’s girlfriend 
rescued from the really bad men, who 
were bounty hunters, and a castaway 
heroine who, having made a life for 
herself in a well-equipped cave in the 
woods, joins forces and routs the area of 
evil. So it’s a western with zombies, and 
they’re the true innocents.

This week, it’s Commissario Guido 
Brunetti of the Venice Questura. He, 
Vianello, and the remarkably clever sec-
retary, Signorina Elettra, maneuver the 
plazas and canals of Venice in search 
of murderers and blackmailers. If you 
like Louise Penny’s Chief Inspector Ar-
mand Gamache, then Guido is the man 
for you. And the food will make your 
mouth water. 

After that, I will dive again into Mi-
chael Chabon’s delightful romp through 
a slightly altered version of 20th cen-
tury history, The Yiddish Policeman’s 
Union, in which the Jews have been ex-
iled to Alaska…Alaska?
Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees welcomes 
two new members, Shirley Currier and 
Anne Hewitt, each of whom has been 
well-connected to town activities for 
many years. We hope their time on the 

Through the Reading Glasses

Andover Libraries
Board will prove benefi cial to all. 

Retiring are Robin Boynton and 
Diane Rice, our very dedicated and 
forward-thinking co-chairs of the past 
several years. Under their able guid-
ance, the Board tackled policy, repairs, 
programs, and personnel, the fi nal cul-
minating in the hiring of Michelle Ben-
givengo, who has revamped so much 
about the Bachelder Library that it’s the 
talk of East Andover. 

Robin and Diane have just been great 
for the libraries, always pushing for im-
provement and supportive of all profes-
sional opportunities for directors and 
trustees. With careful questioning and 
vetting, they also supported the shift to 
our online public access catalogue, or 
OPAC, and the move to ebooks, or audio 
books. We sincerely wish them both well 
in a slightly less encumbered future.
Andover And The Civil War

On Sunday, May 6, at 2 PM, Ste-
ven Closs will be speaking at AE/MS 
about the Civil War, specifi cally about 
Andover soldiers in the war. A joint 
project between the school and the li-
braries, this will be a great opportunity 
for families to come learn about town 
history. 

The libraries have just been awarded a 
grant from CHILIS, a grant that will pro-
vide us with $1,000 in children’s books 
of our choosing and a storyteller for AE/
MS. The librarians are eagerly looking 
forward to “fairy house construction,” 
another family project, in early June at a 
location soon to be disclosed.

Finally, on the new book lists, check 
out the large print editions of MC 
Beaton’s fi nest, new arrivals of Hamish 
Macbeth novels, and an Agatha Raisin 
story. With names like those, how can 
you go wrong? 

The Snow Child has arrived, and an 
older book from Kate Atkinson (Jack-
son Brodie, anyone?), Behind the Scenes 
at the Museum. And looking good from 
the book reviews: Gods Without Men, 
Another Piece of My Heart, Cain at 
Gettysburg, Birds of a Lesser Paradise, 
and Boy 21. Happy reading! 

Andover Public Library

New Acquisitions
Dragonbreath #5: No Such Thing 

as Ghosts, Ursula Vernon
Dragonbreath #6: Revenge of the 

Horned Bunnies, Ursula Vernon
If You Give Your Dog a Donut, 

Laura Numeroff
Lego Ideas Book, Daniel Lipkowitz
Neville, Norton Juster
Night Swimmer, Matt Bondurant
No One is Here Except All of Us, 

Ramona Ausubel
Always Looking Up, Michael J. Fox
Nurk, Ursula Vernon
A Hope for Hannah, Jerry Eicher
A Baby for Hannah, Jerry Eicher
The Wholesome Baby Food Guide, 

Maggie Meade

Hiding from Reality, Taylor Armstrong
Show and Tell, Abby Klein
April Fool’s Surprise, Abby Klein
Lone Wolf, Jodi Picoult 
The Dressmaker, Kate Alcott
Victims, Jonathan Kellerman
Body in the Gazebo, Katherine Hall 

Page
Sonoma Rose, Jennifer Chiaverini
The Messenger, Siri Mitchell
Below Stairs, Margaret Powell
The Snow Child, Eowyn Ivey
The Piano Teacher, Janice Y. K. Lee
The Perfect Poison, Amanda Quick
A Nose for Justice, Rita Mae 

Brown
Take One, Karen Kingsbury
Take Two, Karen Kingsbury
Cemetery Dance, Preston and Child

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assocation.

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Spring and summer clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall

and welcome 
your donations, 

your consignments, 
and you!
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THE BRISTOL INSURANCE AGENCYTHE BRISTOL INSURANCE AGENCY

Contact Linda Bolte
(603) 744-5433

800 Lake Street, Bristol, NH
lbolte@byseinsurance.com

Life
Health

Disability
Business

Home
Automotive

Boat
Motorcycle

FREE Review of Your Insurance Policies at 
Your Home or Offi ce at Your Convenience

By Jim Danforth
Andover Lions Club

March has been a great month for the 
Andover Lions Club. April is member-
ship month, and we are looking for you. 
If you want to make a difference right 
here in your community, please call me 
at 735-6140 to get started.

The essay contest we sponsored for 
fi fth through eighth graders highlight-
ed the wonderful writing skills of our 
local students: Matthew Bent (fi fth), 
Tiffany Poulin (sixth), Jacqui Morris 
(seventh), and Max Barrett (eighth). 
Each of their winning essays will now 
compete with other students from 
across the whole state. We are very 
proud of their efforts.

Applications for the Lions Scholar-
ships are available. If you know anyone 
who is going back to school, encourage 
them to apply.

We serve our community.

Andover Lions Club News
By Joyce Egge
Andover Lions Club

The Andover Lions had a very suc-
cessful rose sale and had the best-ever 
shipment of roses. For those of you who 
supported our efforts, a big “Thank 
you!” For those that didn’t buy, you re-
ally missed a good deal, but we will get 
you next year. 

We are now looking for deserving 
high school seniors to whom to award 
scholarships. Contact your guidance 
counselor for an application. 

We have had and continue to have 
wonderful and interesting speakers at 
our meetings and will be visiting with 
past Lion members at the Merrimack 
County Nursing Home next month. 

In May, we will be installing new of-
fi cers and attending the spring conven-
tion. At the end of June, our Concord 
Coach will be going on display at the 
Amesbury, Massachusetts, Carriage 
Festival. 

That concludes our Lionistic year, 
and we look forward to seeing everyone 
at our summer fundraising events. 

By Judy Perreault
NHCHF

If there was anything “magical” about 
house cleaning it was fi nding out some 
tips for using vinegar, baking soda, and 
lemon juice to make homemade clean-
ers. These were referred to as “the Magi-
cal Three” in our last program.

Did you know that baking soda acts 
as a water softener, odor remover, and 
scrubbing agent? Lemon juice can be 
used as an all-natural bleach, deodor-
ant, stain remover, and grease cutter.

Vinegar kills bacteria, eliminates 
odors, and removes mildew, wax build-
up, and grease. A simple mixture (three 
tablespoons to one quart of water) cleans 
windows, fl oors, and countertops. Mix 
one-to-one vinegar and olive oil, and 
you have furniture polish.

A paste of baking soda and water 
cleans your oven. Put it on, let it stay for a 
while, and then rinse it off. It’s good for in 
between self-cleanings, when you don’t 
wish to heat up the oven for three hours.

Sliced lemons will clean tarnish off 
brass, copper, bronze, and aluminum.

There were many more ways to use 
the “Magical Three” to clean in a cheap 
and natural way. Other products found 
in most homes such as cream of tarter, 

New Hampshire Circle Of Home And Family
alcohol, salt, pencil eraser, toothpaste, 
club soda, hydrogen peroxide, and oth-
ers can also be used to make cleaners.

A fun project for children is to make 
your own fl y trap. Get a tall glass. Fill 
it one third full with cider vinegar. Put 
a piece of plastic wrap over it and seal. 
Poke two to three holes in the top. Flies 
are attracted by the fruity odor and go 
inside and are trapped.
Spring Workshop

The state Spring Workshop will be 
held on Saturday, April 28, at AE/MS 
from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM. In the morn-
ing will be a series of workshops: Fabric 
Flowers, Pressed Flowers (bring your 
own pressed fl owers and a small frame), 
Holiday Ornaments, and Parlor Games. 

One Room Schoolhouses will be pre-
sented by Donna Baker-Hartwell. She 
will also display some antique school-
house items. Attendees will be invited 
to share their schoolhouse experiences. 

A silent auction will be on-going 
throughout the day. Lunch is bring-
your-own. Lemonade, coffee, tea, and 
dessert will be provided.

The public is invited, but you need to 
pre-register. A $5 donation is requested. 
Call Judy Perreault at 735-5493 if you 
wish to attend.  

By Larry Chase
Andover Energy Group

Carolyn Stoddard, owner of a 
100-year-old home in Franklin, has long 
been concerned about conserving energy. 
Her home was well-insulated when pur-
chased, she says, but she’s interested in 
improving effi ciency and saving money. 

So several years ago, she had solar 
panels installed on her front-porch roof 
to provide hot water. Last year, she re-
placed windows and outside doors to 
keep the heat inside in winter. And just 
a few weeks ago, as the result of advice 
given at an Andover workshop, she had 
the hatch leading to her attic insulated.

Carolyn is also a reporter for the In-
terTown Record. As such, she joined 
two dozen other attendees at a Button 
Up New Hampshire home-weather-
ization workshop held here in Febru-

ary and wrote about what she learned. 
Some of what she heard from workshop 
leader Bob Eldredge follows, as adapt-
ed from her article. Except where noted, 
the quotes are from Bob:

“Simple steps often save a lot of • 
money. Turn off. Turn down. Tune 
up. Service annually.”
Be sure drapes and furniture are • 
not blocking registers or radiators. 
During cold weather, open the 
shades and curtains on south-facing 
windows to take advantage of so-
lar heat. Close those curtains and 
shades at night. Storm windows can 
reduce heat loss by 25% to 50%.
Lowering your thermostat ten de-• 
grees for eight hours a day when 
you’re not home or at night can 
save you 11% of your fuel costs. 

Andover Energy Matters

“Simple Steps Save 
A Lot Of Money”

See Energy  on page 37

Pediatricians specialize in caring for children and their 
unique health issues. LRGHealthcare has the right 
doctors to help keep your growing family healthy.

CHANNEL 8
HAHA

on the 
NELENEL

WEBWEB
You can now watch video of 
Andover meetings and events at 

Andover.NH.us
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Left: Mr. Wiley and the fi rst grade classes were all smiles when they brought 
AE/MS donations to the Andover Food Pantry. Above: Shawna Barton, a 
Colby-Sawyer student and organizer of the AE/MS food drive, and her help-
ers Colby Jones and Ethan Davis. Photos: Charlie Darling

Below: Colby Jones asked guests invited to his eighth birthday party for only 
one gift: items to donate to the Andover Food Pantry. The total donation count 
was 286 items.  Photo and caption: Robert Ofenloch

By Shawna Barton
Colby-Sawyer College ’15

The food drive at Andover Elemen-
tary Middle School was a huge suc-
cess! The fi rst two weeks after Febru-
ary vacation, all the kids were asked 
to bring in non-perishable food items 
in hopes of winning a pizza party. 
Our hopes, on the other hand, were 
fi lling up and restocking the Andover 
Food Pantry, where all the items were 
donated. 

Thank you very much to all the 
parents who sent in items with their 
children. A special thanks to the fi rst 
grade class for bringing in the most 
items! The donations are greatly ap-
preciated, and will help out our fellow 
community members during these 
hard times.

Birthday Party
By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The Andover Food Pantry got enough 
food for about a week when Colby Jones 
and his parents, Samantha and Joe Poulin, 
brought almost 300 items to the Pan-
try. At Colby’s request, his friends had 
brought food for the Pantry to his eighth 
birthday party instead of presents.

These donations, plus a big shopping 
trip by the Andover Lions Club and 
smaller donations from many organiza-
tions and local residents, are helping the 
Pantry make a difference for our friends 
and neighbors. 

AE/MS Food Drive, Birthday 
Party Restock Food Pantry

AANDOVERNDOVER F FOODOOD P PANTRYANTRY
Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!

Do You Have 
EXTRA EGGS 

From Your Hens?
Donate them to the 

ANDOVER 
FOOD PANTRY
Bring them in to the 

basement of the
Town Hall anytime

the building is open.

Empty egg cartons needed, too!

Let No Woman 
Be Overlooked

BREAST & CERVICAL 
CANCER PROGRAM

FREEFREE
Breast & Cervical Cancer 

Screening for 
Eligible Women

Ages 18-64
Call 800 852-3345 x4931

A program of 
NH Health and Human Services 
Division of Public Health Services

PUBLICIZE YOUR FUNDRAISER IN THE BEACON!
Send articles, photos, and/or ads to the Beacon before and after. 735-6099

GOT NEWS?
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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Serving Andover and the Surrounding Area Since 1977

 Wood, Pellet, and Gas Stove Installations

By Judy Perreault
AHS Class of 1953

It is not too early to save the date of 
our annual reunion. Lily Ordway has 
invited us back to enjoy the day at the 
Ordway Recreational Area in Danbury. 
In case of rain, it will be held at the old 
high school. We have a great time visit-
ing, talking over old times, and eating. 
The food is fantastic.

The date is Saturday, July 7. Come 
early in the week and enjoy the Fourth 
of July activities.
The Blue and White Banner

How many remember our school 
newspaper, The Blue and While Ban-
ner? Shirley Currier has loaned me 
a couple of copies to share with you. 
I wish I had thought to save mine, as 
these are very interesting. 

The issue dated November 12, 1948 
is the fi rst edition. The fi rst page fea-
tures a pen-and-ink drawing of the 
school with the new addition for the 
seventh and eighth grades. I was sur-
prised to fi nd my husband Lloyd (’49) 
had done the drawing. He was art editor 
with Jesse Parks. Here are some high-
lights from the fi rst edition:

Ann Graves, assistant editor, made a 
plea for articles for the new publication.

A new commercial course to be 
taught by Miss Bishop

The town votes to add a new junior high 
school addition, which had just opened. 

Andover High REUNION
Students Lloyd Perreault and Leon Neff 
were part of the building crew.

The PTA needs members, written by 
Fred Putney (editor). Some things never 
change.

A note that Sam Clark (a later teacher), 
out of college, was going to try out for the 
Boston Braves (now the Atlanta Braves), 
but World War II came along and he 
joined up and never got the chance.

Don’ts of Hunting by Henry (Skip) 
Powers, our famous hunter who shot his 
deer from his house in his pajamas and 
bare feet.

There was sports news and the bas-
ketball schedule. Henniker, Weare, 
Sunapee, Hopkinton, and Goffstown 
were our competition.

Last but not least was class news, 
which was mostly elections. The fresh-
man class had Freshman Day, and the 
boys had to wear shorts over long un-
derwear and halter tops. It didn’t say 
what the girls wore. 

The sophomores hosted a dance that 
night, which was well attended. The 
sophomore class seemed to be the larg-
est, with 28 members.

There were a lot of students involved 
in the newspaper, and I will try to men-
tion them in future issues of the Beacon.

Irene Perreault McKinley has loaned 
me some issues, and Shirley has more, 
also. Next month I will feature another 
Blue and White Banner. 

By John Wagner
Pastor, Andover Congregational Church

In a matter of weeks, the Church 
of Jesus Christ around the world, in 
almost every nation and tribe and de-
nomination, will be shouting, “Christ is 
Risen!” Death is reversed for One, and 
in him death will be reversed for all.

The Christian view of all things is 
resurrection. Dostoevsky in The Broth-
ers Karamazov speaks of the conse-
quence of the resurrection for us, when 
he writes:

“I believe like a child that suffer-
ing will be healed and made up for, 
that all the humiliating absurdity of 
human contradictions will vanish 
like a pitiful mirage, like the despi-
cable fabrication of the impotent and 
infi nitely small Euclidean mind of 
man, that in the world’s fi nale, at the 
moment of eternal harmony, some-
thing so precious will come to pass 
that it will suffi ce for all hearts, for 
the comforting of all resentments, 
for the atonement of all the crimes 
of humanity, of all the blood that 
they’ve shed; and it will make it not 
only possible to forgive but to justify 
what has happened.”

All over the world, the Christian 
Church makes thoughtful observance 
of the events which led up to Easter in 
the week before, called Holy Week.

On Palm Sunday (April 1), we 
commemorate the triumphal entry of 
Jesus into Jerusalem. We remember 
how the people in anticipation of Jesus 
as the long-awaited Messiah waved and 
spread palm branches in his path in joy-
ful welcome. On Palm Sunday, children 
at Andover Congregational will begin 
our worship with the distribution of 
palms.

Maundy Thursday (April 5) is the 
evening when the Church celebrates 
the institution of Holy Communion 
during Jesus’ Last Supper with his 
disciples before his arrest and execu-
tion. The word Maundy stems from 
the Latin word mandatum, meaning 
“commandment.” It refers to the “new 
commandant” Jesus gave that night to 
“love one another as I have loved you,” 
which he then demonstrated by wash-

Andover Congregational Church
ing his disciples feet.

Accordingly, on this night we will 
join the practice of the earliest church 
and eat a holy meal together with the 
Lord’s Supper and foot-washing (op-
tional) in the Grange at 6 PM.

Good Friday (April 6) commem-
orates the day Jesus was beaten and 
crucifi ed. The question is often asked, 
“Why good?” What people did that day, 
rejecting their only real Hope and Sav-
ior, was as bad as it could get. But God 
turned it to our greatest good in the res-
urrection, bringing atonement and for-
giveness of sin and new life.

On Good Friday at Andover Congre-
gational, our sanctuary will be open for 
private meditation and prayer from the 
hours of noon to 3 PM, the hours our 
Lord suffered and died for us. Then, in 
the evening at 7 PM, we will observe a 
Tenebrae Service. 

Tenebrae is a traditional service of 
lessons and special hymns, candles, and 
shadows signifying the approaching 
spiritual darkness. Hearing the account 
in the Gospel of John, we will “follow” 
Jesus through his “Passion” by meditat-
ing on his suffering and keeping watch 
in his death.

Then we will be all the more ready 
on Easter (April 8) to join with 
Christians throughout the ages and 
around the world in celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. His vin-
dication by God in the resurrection as 
Savior and Lord sent for all human-
ity makes this day by far the most 
important celebration on the Church 
calendar. Nothing like this had ever 
happened before. Nothing has been 
the same since.

All are welcome to join us at 6 AM 
for the Easter Sunrise service on top 
of Taunton Hill overlooking High-
land Lake, or for Easter Breakfast in 
the Grange Hall following the Sunrise 
service at 6:45 AM, and for our Easter 
Morning Resurrection service with spe-
cial music and celebration at 9:30 AM. 
If not with “us,” feel free to join with 
any other Christian faith community 
celebrating the resurrection on Easter 
Sunday! You will be very welcome.

 

JOIN US EASTER SUNDAY
6 AM COMMUNITY SUNRISE SERVICE

on Taunton Hill overlooking Highland Lake

6:45 AM EASTER BREAKFAST

in the Grange Hall in East Andover

9:30 AM SERVICE OF THE RESURRECTION

ANDOVER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

 (Corner of Chase Hill Rd. and Rte. 11)

603-735-5160

"Knowing Christ and Making Him Known" Serving NH Since 1995
 Exeter • Keene • New London • Rochester • Plymouth

 Call for an 
 appointment  TODAY!

 603.526.8808

 FREE
 HEARING

 SCREENING
 with this coupon

 Expires 1/31/12

 We work with all 
 hearing aid manufacturers

 • Hearing Aids 
 • Complete Diagnostic 

 Evaluations

 New Hours:
 Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

 Friday 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Expires 4/30/12

Call for an appointment TODAY!

Amanda Marquis, Au.D
Doctor of Audiology
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By Joyce Egge
Andover Service Club

Our March meeting opened with 
a welcome from our immediate past 
president, Robin Boynton. We had 25 
members and three guests, including 
our guest speaker, Katherine Darling 
from Two Mountain Farm. Opening 
words were given by Kathy Kelley, 
who read poems from a poetry 
book her great-grandmother 
authored entitled Scraps of 
Memories.

News of the membership 
was reported, as well as the 
secretary and treasurer reports. 
Applications for our scholar-
ships can be picked up at the 
Thrift Shop. New this year is 
that home-schooled children 
are eligible to compete for a 
scholarship. Completed forms 
are due back to the club on 
Tuesday, May 1.
Thrift Shop

Spring and summer clothes will be 
gladly received in April at the Thrift 
Shop, so start your spring cleaning now 
and get those closets weeded out. Re-
member, we are a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion, so your donations are a tax write-
off. Every little bit helps. 

One of our members is looking for 
60% or more wool sweaters in any 

Kat Darling of Two Mountain Farm spoke at 
the March meeting about farming in Andover.
 Photo: Robin Boynton

Andover Service Club
condition; if you have some to donate, 
please bring them to the Thrift Shop 
marked for Kathy Kelley.

A big “Thank you!” to all who sup-
ported our food sale at the town voting. 
We made over $600 for our scholarship 
fund, and thanks also go out to Bubba’s, 
Hannaford, and the Blackwater Junc-
tion Restaurant for their generous dona-

tions. We are very lucky to live in such 
a giving community! 

Our next meeting will be our 
guest night held at the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall. It will be a potluck, and 
we will be enjoying some great music 
from a talented duo, Sferes and White. 
As always, we welcome new members 
and new shoppers at our Thrift Shop.
 

Dear Citizens of Andover:
The ladies of the Andover Service Club would like to 

show our appreciation to the voters who supported our food 
sale at Town Meeting. It was fun to see people socializ-
ing while enjoying their chili, chowder, soup, homemade 
breads, etc. and also pie among other desserts and baked 
goods. Many took food home in take-out containers to have 
that evening or the next day. We will have this same food 
available on the day of the General Election in November. 
It’s becoming a popular tradition!

Even during these tough economic times, folks dug deep 
into their pockets to provide aid for the efforts of the Andover 
Service Club. We made a profi t of a little over $600 to add to 
our Merit Scholarship Fund. Thank you, Andover!

We would also like to recognize the Blackwater Junction 
Restaurant, Jake’s Market, Bubba’s Restaurant in Newbury, 
and the Hannaford Supermarket for their donation of supplies.

Programmable thermostats may fi t 
your households’ waking and sleep-
ing patterns.
Lighting uses about 15% of a • 
house’s electricity, but Energy Star-
rated Compact Fluorescent Light 
bulbs (CFLs) can reduce that cost 
by about one-third. They also last 
up to ten times longer.
Light-emitting diodes (LEDs) last • 
25 times as long as CFLs and use 
even less energy. They’re costly, but 
the cost is coming down.
Both CFLs and LEDs are superior • 
to standard bulbs for outside use 
since those lights are usually left on 
for hours. Use bulbs approved for 
outside. You may choose ones that 
automatically turn off when day-
light comes or come on when a mo-
tion sensor alerts them.
About 31% of your warm air may • 
leak through openings where 
electrical wiring, ducts (pipes), 
or plumbing go through ceilings, 
fl oors or walls. Caulking or seal-
ing can block these leaks. Electri-
cal outlets and switches can also be 
sealed with insulated covers.
To help locate leaks from outside the • 
home, on a “good windy night, light 
some incense and go clear around 
the house.” Whenever the smoke 
travels horizontally, you have locat-
ed an air leak that calls for caulking, 
sealing, or weather-stripping.

The US Department of Energy has • 
noted, “Even a top-of-the-line fur-
nace will waste a lot of fuel if the 
ducts, walls, attic, windows, and 
doors are not properly sealed and in-
sulated.” Holes can appear in parts 
of ducts that have been sealed.
Monitor electrical use. You can bor-• 
row Kill-A-Watt Meters from most 
New Hampshire public libraries to 
measure how much electricity indi-
vidual appliances are using.
“How many insulate your hot wa-• 
ter pipes?” Maybe one-third of the 
audience raised their hands. The 
US Department of Energy recom-
mends insulating “the fi rst six feet 
of the hot and cold water pipes con-
nected to the water heater.”
It’s hard for many to understand • 
“vampire leaks.” Examples are 
toaster ovens and TVs still suck-
ing up electricity – even if they are 
turned off, as long as they are still 
plugged in. “Unplug if possible.”
Even “Off” buttons don’t always • 
mean equipment is off. This is 
partly because many appliances are 
set up to start instantly, rather than 
warming up fi rst. Separately turn-
ing off your PC monitor and printer 
can save you about $35 per year.
Going to • StayWarmNH.org will en-
able you to compare costs of differ-
ent fuels used for heating.

Adapted with permission of the Inter-
Town Record. Bob’s presentation may 
be seen at Andover.NH.us. 

Energy  from page 34

S&P AUTO
720 Main Street • Andover

Scott Palmer      526-9528 nights: 927-4629 Phil LeBrecht

Light refreshments will be provided. 

Please RSVP to Erin Wilson at:  

603.224.8909 

Parking is available on the top level of  

the 75 Storrs Street parking garage. 

Is There Room in Your Heart?
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11 South Main Street 
Suite 201
Concord, NH 03301

There are many children in foster care in 
New Hampshire, longing for a family to 
call their own.

If you would like to learn more about 
becoming a foster/adoptive parent, please 
join us for our next information session.

These children can’t wait, they need  
you now.

2012 Foster Parent Information Sessions
Afternoon Sessions

June 5, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
August 9, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

November 6, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.  
 
 

Evening Sessions, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
 March 20  August 9
 April 10  September 5
 May 9  October 2
 June 5  November 6
 July 10  December 4Town Matters!

The Beacon needs volunteers to help with reporting about town news. 735-6099
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LSRCC press release 
New Hampshire’s Lake Sunapee Re-

gion Chamber of Commerce (LSRCC) 
hosted some of the area’s most cele-
brated creators of chocolate desserts on 
Saturday, March 3, at the 17th annual 
ChocolateFest and Chocolate Chal-
lenge. The event was held once again on 
the campus of Colby-Sawyer College in 
beautiful Wheeler Hall. 

ChocolateFest 2012 gave visitors the 
opportunity to sample and vote for their 
favorite chocolate creations. The event 
offered an assortment of uniquely in-
ventive chocolate desserts and decadent 
handmade chocolate creations, from 
wonderful German chocolate cake, fi ne 
handmade candy, to chocolate covered 
bacon and chocolate ravioli – and prob-
ably everything in between! 

A panel of judges, including Kathy 
Dalrymple of K-D’s Teacup, Sarah 
Parker Cave of Gourmet Garden, and 
Executive Chef Glen Moyer of New 
London Hospital, rendered their votes 
on two awards: “Best Chocolate,” 
which was won by the Concord Food 
Co-op/Celery Stick Café, and “Best 
Overall,” which takes into consider-

Concord Food Co-op 
Wins Best Chocolate Prize

ation the chocolatier’s presentation as 
well as their chocolate and was won by 
Ooo La La Creative Cakes of Meredith, 
New Hampshire. 

The “Peoples Choice” award, voted 
on by the 400 attendees, also went to 
the Concord Food Co-op/Celery Stick 
Cafe. 

In addition to the tasting, there was 
an impressive line-up of silent auc-
tion items to bid on, also to benefi t the 
Chamber, including several overnight 
stays at regional B&Bs and inns, a large 
basket of “doggie” goodies, rounds of 
golf, and a local ski package. There 
were also several gift certifi cates donat-
ed by regionally based businesses. The 
event was rounded off nicely with some 
beautiful music by local musicians Will 
Ogmundson, pianist, and Rick Lind-
berg, guitarist. 

All proceeds benefi t the Lake 
Sunapee Region Chamber of Com-
merce, a not-for-profi t business servic-
es organization that helps support the 
Lake Sunapee region’s businesses. For 
more information contact the Chamber 
at 526-6575, ChamberInfo@tds.net, or 
LakeSunapeeNH.org. 

Danbury Grange press release
To all advocates of buying local – 

Saturday, April 7, is the last day to shop 
at the Danbury Grange Winter Farmers’ 
Market and stock up on everything you 
might need until the summer markets 
open in June.

If you arrive at 9 AM when the doors 
open, we will have a delicious breakfast 
of sausage, egg, and cheese on a grilled 
English muffi n waiting for you, served 
with a nice hot cup of delicious coffee, 
tea, hot chocolate, or cold juice.

Once you have had breakfast, you 
will be ready to peruse two fl oors of 
homegrown and hand-fashioned items 
offered by 18 different vendors. Meat, 

Danbury Grange Holds Final 
Winter Market Of Season

eggs, honey, baked goods, produce, 
jams, jellies, and relishes are available 
along with a variety of jewelry, stained 
glass, gifts, handcrafted needlework 
items, and designer clothing made from 
reprocessed sweaters and wool.

If you arrive later in the day, we will 
be serving a hot lunch of homemade 
soup or casserole. Hot dogs are always 
available with juice or a hot drink.

This is our last winter market of the 
season, so  come and support your local 
farmers and craftspeople. Sustainability 
is what your local Grange is all about.

For more information, contact Donna 
at 768-5579 or visit DanburyGrange.org.
 

Vendor Suzanne LeBlanc of Autumn Harvest with her wide selection of home-
grown vegetables and canned products including relishes, pickles, and jams. 
Suzanne still has potatoes, onions, Jerusalem artichokes, and an assortment 
of other homegrown items from the 2011 season. 
 Photo and caption: Mary Fanelli

Blazing Star Grange press release
If you were brought up on a farm, 

have nostalgic connections with 
farming, or simply believe in the 
new movement toward buying local, 
you will not want to miss the inter-
esting and informative program be-
ing held on Thursday, April 19, at 7 
PM in the Danbury Grange Hall. The 
program is entitled New Markets for 
Old Ideas: Local Agriculture in the 
Northeast.

Speaker Tom Curren, Director of the 
Northeast Land Trust Consortium and 
current owner of the former Hope Farm 
in South Danbury, will give an over-
view of past and present agricultural 
productivity and policies; inform us of 
the current trends; and fi nally imagine 
what possibilities the future might hold 
for our local farmers.

Author and researcher of history for 
several New Hampshire towns, Tom 
is very excited about supporting the 
Danbury Grange in its efforts to bring 
back small farms to the area, many of 
which will provide local products to sell 
at the Grange Winter Farmers’ Market 
each year.

The Danbury Farmers’ Mar-
ket currently runs from November 
through April and is held on the fi rst 
Saturday of each month, the last 
one being on April 7. The venue has 

New Markets For Old Ideas 
In Local Agriculture

grown in scope and popularity in the 
fi ve years since its inception, now 
hosting 18 vendors on two fl oors of 
the Grange Hall.

Promoting local products is the mis-
sion of the Market. Sustainability of 
small farms and businesses is the goal 
of supporters who believe in the maxim 
“Buy local.”

Invitations will be sent to 14 lo-
cal farms in Danbury encouraging the 
owners to attend and participate in dis-
cussion after the talk.

Recently, the National Grange has 
put a great deal of effort into lobbying 
for the small farmer, and letters are be-
ing written to local legislators encour-
aging them to support any bills that will 
help keep small farms sustainable.

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear 
Tom Curren, meet your local farmers, 
and hear, fi rst hand, of their experiences 
as they work to re-establish good farm-
ing practices in New England.

Refreshments will be served af-
ter the talk, at which time everyone is 
encouraged to speak to Tom and other 
local farmers who will be on hand to 
share their interests and talk about their 
farming experiences.

For more information, call Mary 
Fanelli at 526-2614 or Donna Sprague 
at 768-5579, or visit DanburyGrange.org.
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7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation

By Lindy Heim
Wilmot Historical Society

At 7:30 PM on Saturday evening, 
May 5, the Wilmot Historical Society 
(WHS) plans to host a vaudeville show 
at the Wilmot Town Hall at the inter-
section of Route 4A and North Wilmot 
Road in Wilmot Center. It promises to 
be an evening of laughter, good musical 
fun, and surprises. 

Wally Borgen of New London and 
her troupe will delight young and old 
in the old-time tradition of vaudeville 
performed on the historic stage of the 
former Wilmot Grange. Some of you 
may remember many a splendid night 
of dance, music, and fun held there in 

times past.
The troupe performed recent-

ly in Danbury at the Blazing Star 
Grange and in Whipple Hall in New 
London to rave reviews. Don’t miss 
this chance to step back in time. 
Bring the whole family, as tickets 
will be a bargain at $5 per person 
for general admission. Convenient 
parking and yummy refreshments 
will be available. 

Doors will open at 7 PM to allow 
time for refreshments, schmoozing, and 
getting seated. Contact Lindy Heim at 
526-6376 or Lindy@HeimFamily.org for 
more information. Mark your calendar, 
and we’ll see you there! 

Wilmot Historical Society Wilmot Historical Society 
Brings Back Vaudeville!Brings Back Vaudeville!

Wilmot Farmers’ Market press release
The Wilmot Farmers’ Market 

Board met at the home of Mary Lloyd-
Evans of Highland Lake Apple Farm 
in Andover on March 23 to make plans 
for the upcoming season, which will 
run from June 30 through September 
29.

There is still vendor space available. 
As always, there is a demand for home-

grown produce as well as products 
made from wool, wood, and clay.

The Wilmot Farmers’ Market is held 
on the Town Green in Wilmot Flat next 
to the Town Offi ces, right off Route 11. 
Anyone wishing to participate in the 
2012 season of the Wilmot Farmers’ 
Market should consult WilmotFarmers-
Market.com or call Mary Lloyd-Evans at 
735-5058. 

Wilmot Farmers’ Market 
Has Room For More Vendors

MKIM press release
Spring is the time for planting fes-

tivals in Native New England. Join us 
for a day of family fun and learning as 
we celebrate the start of planting sea-
son on Sunday, May 6, from 10 AM 
to 4 PM.

Learn about the Abenaki “Language 
of Gardens” and about Native Ameri-
can agriculture from an archaeological 
perspective. Take an herbal walk to 
see plants found on our grounds and 
in your backyard. Learn about their 
growth, harvesting, preparation, and 
use.

We usually erect our tipi for Cel-
ebrate the Earth. This year we have 
to prepare new poles before the tipi 
goes up. So come help us scrape some 
bark.

Celebrate Th e Earth Festival Celebrate Th e Earth Festival 
At Warner’s Indian MuseumAt Warner’s Indian Museum

See bead work and fl int knapping 
demonstrations. Practice throwing an 
atlatl. Join in the games and crafts and 
much more!

Admission is $5 for members, with a 
family maximum of $20, and $8.50 for 
non-members, with a family maximum 
of $26. Non-members who choose to 
become members that day will receive 
free admission.

The Mount Kearsarge Indian Muse-
um (MKIM) seeks to challenge all of us 
to improve the quality of our lives and 
our world. The museum is open daily 
from May 1 through October 31, Mon-
day through Saturday from 10 AM to 
5 PM, Sunday from noon to 5 PM, and 
on weekends from November through 
mid-December. For more information, 
visit IndianMuseum.org 

RP Johnson press release
In celebration of the company’s 

111-year anniversary and four genera-
tions of service to the community, RP 
Johnson & Son, Inc., a building supply 
company, announces a Customer Ap-
preciation Day and the 2012 We Build 
It Forward (WBIF) Community Out-
reach Campaign Kick-off on Saturday, 
April 21. 

From 7 AM to 5 PM, members of 
the community are invited to visit the 
RP Johnson & Son Millwork Showcase 
in Andover where they can sign up for 
volunteer positions, see highlights from 
last year’s WBIF event, visit vendor 
displays and demos, kids can work on 
a project (ages six to 12; to sign up, call 
735-2116), shop the special Customer 
Appreciation Day sale, buy homemade 
goodies at the bake sale that will benefi t 
WBIF projects, enter to win RP John-
son Gift Cards and other prizes, enjoy 
a community barbeque, and more! Cof-
fee and donuts will be available in the 
morning, with hot dogs and soda during 
lunch time. 

The 2012 WBIF event itself will take 
place on Saturday, June 23. Projects will 
take place throughout the area towns, 
encompassing a variety of private and 
public building, repair and community 
service related projects. 

“My grandfathers were community 
focused from the fi rst day of our found-
ing, and this is a great way, especially 
during these tough economic times, 
to not only honor their legacy in hard-

RP Johnson & Son Kicks Off 
2012 “We Build It Forward”

ware and building materials, and my 
father’s, but it’s also a way to bring us 
all closer as a community – to fi nd cre-
ative new ways to appreciate, serve, and 
build up the cities and towns where we 
have done business with our friends for 
more than a century,” said RP Johnson 
& Son’s fourth-generation president, 
Steve Johnson. 

RP Johnson & Son is known for 
its innovative drive-thru lumber yard, 
state-of-the-art technology, and open 
book management program. “Paying 
attention to what our community, em-
ployees, and customers need is how we 
carry out the company’s legacy of car-
ing. But we know we can’t do it alone,” 
Steve said. “We need the community 
to get as many people involved in these 
very special projects as possible to make 
a difference in the lives of our neigh-
bors. Everyone can participate, even if 
it’s in a small way.” 

RP Johnson & Son commits many 
dollars and employee hours to other 
community causes, including youth 
programs and scholastic programs – al-
ways for organizations that keep dollars 
in the local community. “Our custom-
ers have supported us for generations, 
and this is our way of giving back to 
them, as well as to our own employ-
ees who live in Andover and Sunapee,” 
Steve said. 

For more information, call 735-2116. 
To sign up for We Build It Forward 
projects, visit RPJohnsons.com or We-
BuildItForward.com.  
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By Myra Mayman
For the Beacon

You never know who’s cooking up 
what in our small towns. Gail Beau-
fays, co-proprietor (with her husband, 

Pecco) of the Highland Lake Inn in East 
Andover, leads a life of international 
scope, and through individual ingenu-
ity and enterprise she’s sharing 
it with others.

In her fi fth year as the 
French teacher at the Mascoma 
Valley Regional High School 
(MVRHS) in Canaan, she 
started a biannual exchange 
program two years ago with a 
French high school, The Insti-
tution Ste. Marie in Antony, 
France, just outside of Paris.

A veteran of 37 years of 
teaching French, she formerly 
taught at the Masters School in 
Dobbs Ferry, New York, where 
she coordinated exchange pro-
grams to France at the Dalton 
School in Manhattan, the Wal-
nut Hill School of the Performing Arts 
in Natick, Massachusetts, and the Ger-
man School in New York – in addition 
to teaching English in Paris.

She made contact with the Institu-
tion Ste. Marie through friends she’d 
made when living in France in 1975. 
Their children attended that school and 
stayed with Gail one summer.

This year, from March 22 to April 1, 

April In Paris: Gail Beaufays 
Connects New Hampshire To Paris

Mascoma Valley Regional High students visited the palace at Versailles.
  Photos: Gail Beaufays

Preparing for the fundraiser dinner and silent 
auction for 85 people.

This group of French high school students 
visited MVRHS and other New England high-
lights.

bies, it was diffi cult for me to fi nd work 
outside the home. I was able to use my 
legal experience to procure a position 
with Alderson Reporting Company 
based in Washington, DC, which pro-
duces transcripts for the US Senate, Su-
preme Court, other federal government 
entities, and private clients. “I worked 
from home and raised my family for the 
next 10 years.”

In 2006, Dana re-married, had her 
fourth child in 2007, and her fi fth and 
fi nal child in 2009. She now added 
medical transcription to her at-home 
work with Alderson Reporting.

After her last child was born, Dana 
found herself 80 pounds overweight, so 

she became involved in a home fi tness 
company called Beachbody, becoming 
a coach in 2010. Her business has ex-
panded to include a host of health, well-
ness, weight loss, and fi tness solutions. 
As a personal trainer, she now helps 
stay-at-home and working moms to im-
prove their lives and health through life-
long habits of exercise, proper nutrition, 
and weight management.

“Although this is a bit far afi eld of my 
education, training, and plans to prac-
tice law,” Dana continued, “the obesity 
epidemic is a problem in our country.” 
She says her goal is “to teach her chil-
dren an entrepreneurial spirit by model-

Dana Bienvenue-Cohen then.

Dana Bienvenue-Cohen and her family now.

By Mary Ofenloch
Andover Service Club

“I remember so many wonder-
ful years, especially my kindergarten 
teacher, Jo Crisp; the colorful Fourth 
of July celebration; and working with 
my mother, Nell Monroe, and the La-
dies Auxiliary of the Andover Fire De-
partment. We helped people who lost 
so much due to a terrible fi re.” So said 
Dana Bienvenue-Cohen of her child-
hood in Andover.

Dana attended Merrimack Valley 
High School, graduating as class vale-
dictorian in 1989. She received a $500 
Andover Service Club (ASC) Merit 
Scholarship to attend the University of 
New Hampshire, where she earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science, 
and a minor in Criminal Justice, with 
honors.

In 1993, Dana applied for an ASC 
Continuing Education Scholarship to 
attend the University of Maine Law 
School in Portland, which she easily 
won. Dana was awarded $1,000 from 
the general scholarship fund of ASC 
and $500 from the Victoria Skeets 
Scholarship Fund for students who dis-
play outstanding motivation.

She graduated with a Juris Doctor-
ate and practiced for a year at a Portland 
fi rm. She and a partner later opened a 
fi rm – Bienvenue and Fenton – which 
practiced family and criminal defense 
law.

When Dana moved to Colorado, 
where she was not licensed to practice 
law, she worked in a fi rm as Senior Para-
legal/Assistant to the managing partner. 
In 1999, she moved to telecommunica-
tions fi rm AT&T. She married, became 
pregnant, and gave birth to triplets in 
August, 2001. When her then-husband, 
a member of the Air Force, was de-
ployed for a year after 9/11, Dana liter-
ally became a “single parent.” As do so 
many military families, Dana and her 
family moved often from East Coast to 
West Coast, base to base, for the next 
fi ve years.

Dana said, “Because of the three ba-

Where Are They Now?

Dana Bienvenue-Cohen

See Dana  on page 41 See Gail  on page 41

ten of her Mascoma juniors and seniors 
fl ew to Paris and were met at the air-
port by the French teachers. They took 
the light rail and subway to Antony, 
four stops outside of the city. During 

the week they attended classes 
and hit the highlights of Paris 
sights, including Notre Dame 
Cathedral, museums, the Eiffel 
Tower, and the Latin Quarter. 
Their itinerary included a boat 
tour on the Seine River and a 
walk from the Arc de Triomphe 
to the Louvre Museum. She 
makes them walk a lot. 

In preparation, each student 
was assigned to research one 
of the monuments or museums 
and make a presentation about 

it to the group. They each kept a daily 
journal in French. At night they had 
dinner with their host families. 

This trip followed upon the visit of 
French kids last October who came to 
stay with students from MVRHS. They 
attended classes at the high school and 
followed an itinerary, which Gail de-
vised, to Vermont’s Shelburne Mu-
seum, the Teddy Bear Factory, Ben 
and Jerry’s Ice Cream, Dartmouth’s 
Hood Art Museum and Orosco mu-
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Tenzin Dickinson received the Amy Castronova ’04 Class of 2014 Share 
Clarkson scholarship during the 2011-12 academic year at Clarkson University in 
Potsdam, New York. Tenzin is a sophomore majoring in biology and psychology.
 

SCHOLARSHIP: Tenzin Dickinson

Abigail Smith of East Andover was 
awarded the Babbidge Scholarship award 
by the University of Connecticut on 
March 21. Abby was one of 230 UConn 
students recognized for maintaining a 
4.0 grade point average for the 2011 aca-
demic year. The award was made to 230 
of the college’s 22,000 undergraduates. 
Abby was the only New Hampshire resi-

HONORED: Abigail Smith
dent to receive recognition.

Abby will be graduating in May with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in nurs-
ing. Abby has accepted employment in 
Hartford, Connecticut, where she will 
be working as a neuro-trauma nurse.

Abby attended Andover Elementa-
ry/Middle School and graduated from 
Tilton School in 2007. 

ing for them a successful home-based 
business, and by example, to lead them 
to a high level of nutritional awareness, 
and an appreciation for physical activ-
ity, so they may lead better lives.”

Finally, Dana said, “I fi nd this work 
to be rewarding and personally fulfi ll-
ing as I strive to improve my own health 
and wellness, to be the best parent, wife, 
friend, and trainer for those in my life.”

The ASC has been awarding schol-
arships to outstanding Andover stu-
dents, and children or grandchildren 

of ASC members, for 54 years. With 
today’s poor economy, raising funds 
for these scholarships has been chal-
lenging. By supporting ASC events, 
purchasing items from the Thrift 
Shop, donations, and memorials, you 
are helping to make these scholarships 
available for future students. ASC is a 
501(c)(3) non-profi t organization. All 
donations are tax deductible.

Ladies, if you would like to become 
a member of ASC, we welcome you to 
join us in our many charitable endeav-
ors. Contact Eileen Mackey at Mack-
ey775@tds.net or 735-5901. 

Dana  from page 40

rals, the Canterbury Shaker Village, 
plus a bonfi re and barbeque at a stu-
dent’s house in Grafton. After that, the 
French students went to Massachusetts 
to see Boston, Cambridge, Salem, and 
Plymouth Plantation.

In addition to making all the plans 
and arrangements, Gail has also raised 
money to cover half the cost of a pro-
gram, $1,400 per student. Each student 
is responsible for $700, which they 
earn from extra jobs. But Gail raises 
the rest from local foundation grants 
and individuals. 

She also ran a fundraising dinner 
at the Enfi eld Community building. It 
included a silent auction with prizes 
donated by the Rosewood Country 
Inn, the Inn at Pleasant Lake, High-
land Lake Inn, and Ragged Moun-
tain Resort. Compass Travel in New 
London arranged the tickets and was 
very helpful. The three-course din-
ner, which cost $10 per person, was 
prepared by the students under the 
direction of Pecco Beaufays, a classi-
cally-trained chef who did his appren-
ticeship at the Sacher Hotel in Vien-
na. They served salad with a classic 
vinaigrette, chicken with garlic-lem-
on sauce (Poulet au Citron), and rata-
touille, with a variety of cakes (patis-
serie) for dessert. 

Another fundraising event was a 
fundraising tea, with special teas pro-
vided by the very elegant Harney Tea 
Company.

Asked why she makes the effort to 

provide this trip, Gail replied, “For most 
of them, it’s the fi rst time they’ve trav-
elled out of the country, the fi rst time 
they’ve had to get passports. Just going 
from a small town atmosphere to a bus-
tling world capitol, with crowds, noise, 
buildings, the subway, and so much art, 
opens their eyes. I hope they learn to 
understand another culture and create 
friends for life. They tell me it was the 
trip of a lifetime.”

Any one who would like to make a 
tax-deductible contribution to this ex-
change program can send checks made 
out to “MVRHS Trip” to Mascoma 
Valley Regional High School, 27 Royal 
Road, Canaan 03741. In two years, an-
other group will take off, thanks to Gail 
Beaufays’ passion for French life and 
language and commitment to interna-
tional exchange. 

Gail  from page 40

ELSIE LEONA (HERSEY) BASSETT, 
94, of West Rumney passed away on 
February 22 at the Laconia Genesis 
Center.

Born on April 5, 1917, on the Hersey 
Farm in East Andover, she was the 
daughter of Guy Eastman and Nannie 
Maud (Robie) Hersey. Elsie graduated 
from Franklin High School in 1936 and 
the University of New Hampshire in 
1944 with a bachelor’s degree.

She married her beloved husband, 
John E. Bassett of Danbury, on April 
15, 1944.

During high school, Elsie worked for 
the Log Cabin Association at Webster 
Lake in West Franklin. She also worked 
summers during college at the Danbury 
Inn Dude Ranch. She worked as a secre-
tary for the IRS in Portsmouth and was 
a homemaker for many years before she 
became a private housekeeper.

Elsie enjoyed a wide range of ac-
tivities and hobbies, including reading, 
knitting, growing African violets, let-
ter-writing, walking, and baking breads 
and desserts. She enjoyed spending 
time with her family and her friends at 
the Plymouth Regional Senior Center. 
One of the highlights of her life was 
being an extra in the 1951 movie The 
Whistle at Eaton Falls, fi lmed partially 
in Portsmouth.

Elsie was predeceased by her beloved 
husband, John, in 1974; by siblings 
Dorothy LaPlante and Samuel, James, 
and Louis Hersey; and by stepchildren 
Marion Cushing, Wesley Bassett, and 
Russell Bassett-Stanley.

She is survived by her beloved 
daughters, Joan E. Ogrodnik of Pit-
cairn, New York; Jean B. Humphries 
and her husband, John, of Cornelia, 
Georgia; and Janice J. Faulkner and 
her husband, Samuel, of West Rumney, 
with whom she had made her home 
these past 27 years; stepson John F. 
Bassett of Grafton; grandchildren Vin-
cent and Samuel Faulkner of Rumney; 
John Faulkner of Plymouth; and Chris 
Ogrodnik and Dawn Twombley of Har-
risville, New York; great-grandchildren 
Brittany and Dallas Faulkner of Rum-
ney and Shawn Ogrodnik and Ashley 
Moore of Harrisville; brother Raymond 
G. Hersey of East Andover; cousin 
Emma Gosselin of Sanbornton; and 
many nieces and nephews with whom 
she enjoyed exchanging letters and 
cards throughout the years.

A graveside service is tentatively 
planned for Saturday, April 28, at 11 
AM in the Center Cemetery in Grafton. 
Reverend Edward J. Charest, pastor of 
the Plymouth United Methodist Church, 

OBITUARIES

See Obituaries  on page 42

TIME TO APPLY
for Andover Service Club 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating 
Seniors and Adults 
entering or continuing 

College or Professional/
Technical School

DEADLINE: MAY 1
Application forms at ASC Thrift 
Shop, Andover Middle School, 

Proctor Academy Guidance Offi ce, 
and MVHS Guidance Offi ce

Diane Rice - dianerice226@gmail.com

Living free from joint pain

Today there are 

many options 

available for those 

suffering from 

joint pain, and 

getting the 

information you 

need should be the 

first step in your 

journey to living 

pain-free. 

A new series of FREE 
seminars, presented in 

collaboration with LRGHealthcare 
and Orthopedic Professional 
Association, a department of 

Lakes Region General Hospital, 
will help you explore options 

including exercise, physical therapy, 
medications and surgery.

CALL 527-7120 TODAY TO SIGN UP 
Free refreshments will be served. Space is limited. 

Tuesday, March 6,  6-7:30 pm

You Don’t Have to Live with Hip Pain  
Woodside, Taylor Communities, Laconia  Jeremy Hogan, MD

Tuesday, April 17, 6-7:30 pm 

Ultrasound - The New Orthopedic Tool in Imaging 

Laconia Public Library  John Grobman, MD

Tuesday, May 8, 6-7:30 pm 

Innovations in Spine Surgery
Laconia Public Library  Glenn Lieberman, MD
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will offi ciate.
Donations in Elsie’s memory may 

be made to the Plymouth Regional Se-
nior Center, 8 Depot Street, Plymouth 
03264.

FRANK BUTLER ESTES, 88, died 
peacefully on Saturday, February 25, 
2012, at Concord Hospital. He was born 
on December 13, 1923, in Paterson, 
New Jersey, to Harry Emerson Estes Jr. 
and Edythe Demerest Estes. He moved 
to Bellows Falls, Vermont, at age 6. 
Frank graduated from Vermont Acad-
emy in Saxtons River, Vermont, and 
attended the University of Vermont, 
where he met the love of his life, Mar-
jorie Augusta Wallin. He enlisted in the 
US Air Corps in 1942 and graduated as 
fl ight offi cer and pilot of a B17 fl ying 
fortress in the 8th Air Force in England. 
Frank and Marjorie were married Au-
gust 7, 1944, and shared 67 wonderful 
years together.

Frank owned and operated radio sta-
tions, purchasing WKXL AM in Con-
cord in 1957. He added the FM and de-
signed and built WKXR AM and FM 
in Exeter. He represented radio stations 
in New England on the CBS Radio af-
fi liate network. He was founder and past 
president of New Hampshire Associa-
tion of Broadcasters, former Director of 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
small markets, and former director of 
CBS affi liated radio stations of New 
England.

Frank was very involved in the Con-
cord community. He was past chair-
man of the Salvation Army Advisory 
Board; past chairman, retail division, 
of the Concord Chamber of Commerce; 
and vestryman of St Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. He was very proud of the fund 
raising effort he chaired to rebuild St 
Paul’s after fi re destroyed the church in 
1984.

He was a Mason, member of York 
Rite and Cairo Shrine in Vermont. His 
hobbies were hunting, fi shing, skiing, 
golf, and tennis. He was a member of 
Concord Country Club and very proud 
of his travels to play golf in every state 
in the United States, each of the Cana-
dian provinces, and many European 
countries.

He leaves his beloved wife, Marjorie, 
of Concord; his children, Virginia Estes 
Mitchell of Contoocook, Alice Estes 
Daugherty of Concord, and Richard 
Harry Estes of Andover; his grandchil-
dren, Christopher Hicks, Shawna Hicks 
Cranston, Lisa J. Violette, Michelle 
Daugherty, and Kristen Tiede; and nine 
great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.

The memorial service and celebra-
tion of Frank’s life was held on March 
5 at St Paul’s Episcopal Church in Con-
cord. Interment will be held in the spring 
at St Paul’s Church Memorial Garden.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to St Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, 21 Centre Street, Concord 
03301; or CRVNA Hospice, 30 Pills-
bury Street, Concord 03301.

J. BENJAMIN LAPLANTE, Jr., 79, 
a former resident of Franklin, died at 
Merrimack County Nursing Home on 
February 28. “Ben” was born in East 
Andover on April 6, 1932, the son of 
J. Benjamin LaPlante, Sr. and Doro-
thy (Hersey) LaPlante. He was raised 
in East Andover and graduated from 
Franklin High School in 1950 and the 
Admiral Billard Naval Academy in 
New London, Connecticut in 1951. Ben 
and his family resided on Chance Pond 
Road in Franklin for many years.

He served in the US Air Force from 
1951 to 1955, serving in Japan during 
the Korean confl ict.

Ben was the custodian at Paul Smith 
Elementary School for over 26 years 
and also served as president of Frank-
lin-Winnisquam Custodians’ Union 
Local #3158.

He was predeceased by his wife of 
41 years, Anne (Farnum) LaPlante, 
who died in 1999; a grandchild, Nicole 
LaPlante, in 2010; and sisters Eleanor 
Kehoe and Janet Mayo.

Family members include his chil-
dren: Cathy Widener and her husband 
Rick of New Boston; Joe LaPlante and 
his wife Grace of Northfi eld; Jeffrey 
LaPlante of Concord; and Cindy Clar-
enbach and her husband Scott of Frank-
lin; six grandchildren: Caitlin and Han-
nah Widener of New Boston; Michelle 
Dalzell of Gilmanton; Brian, Laura, and 
Stacey Clarenbach of Franklin; a great 
granddaughter, Kailey Dalzell of Gil-

manton; four sisters: Helen Duchesne 
of Bristol; Irene Hoffman of Indianapo-
lis; Margaret Paquette of Lakeport; and 
Rita Norander of Westford, Massachu-
setts; and several nieces and nephews.

Visiting hours were held on Friday, 
March 2, at Thibault-Neun Funeral 
Home in Franklin. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held on Saturday, March 3, 
in St. Paul Church. Spring burial will be 
in Holy Cross Cemetery.

Donations in memory of Ben may 
be made to the Franklin Public Library, 
310 Central Street, Franklin 03235. For 
an online guestbook, visit NeunFuneral-
Homes.com.

LORRAINE MARTIN-LOCKE, 78, a 
longtime resident of Andover, died Fri-
day, March 9, 2012, at the Presidential 
Oaks in Concord following a period 
of failing health. Lorraine was born in 
Duvar, Prince Edward Island, Canada, 
on December 5, 1933, daughter of the 
late Simon and Isabel (Gallant) Martin. 
She moved from Wakefi eld to Andover 
in 1979. 

Lorraine served as Andover town 
clerk and tax collector for 24 years, re-
tiring in 2007. She enjoyed spending 
time with family, especially her grand-
children and great-grandchildren. She 
was an avid bingo player, enjoyed coun-
try music, concerts, playing pinochle 
and Scrabble with her daughters, and 
scratching lottery tickets. 

Lorraine loved doing things out-
doors with her husband, especially go-
ing to the ocean, going to yard sales, 
and camping. She looked forward to 
idle time watching soap operas and 
game shows. 

In addition to her parents, Lorraine 
was predeceased by a brother, Roy Mar-
tin; a granddaughter, Katie Silva; and a 
goddaughter, Susan Wolffe Cutler. She 
leaves her husband of 33 years, Walter 
L. Locke, Jr. of Andover; children Carol 
Silva and her husband, Greg, of Loudon, 
Judi LaClair and her husband, Dave, of 
Danvers, Massachusetts, Robert Martin 
and his wife, Diana, of Wells, Maine, 
Donna Crawford of Madison Heights, 
Michigan, Toby Locke of Andover, Jim 
Locke and his wife, Courtney, of Gil-
manton, and Sara-Lee Locke of Santa 
Monica, California; 12 grandchildren; 
10 great-grandchildren; her sister, Tere-

sa Wolffe, of North Easton, Massachu-
setts, and several nieces and nephews. 

Calling hours were held on Wednes-
day, March 14, at the William F. Smart 
Sr. Memorial Home in Tilton. A funer-
al service followed. Burial will be held 
later in the spring in Lovell Lake Cem-
etery in Wakefi eld. Memorial donations 
may be made in Lorraine’s name to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital , 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 

The Florida sunshine dimmed for a 
moment on Friday, March 16, 2012 as 
RICHARD ALLEN ROUSSEAU, 77, passed 
away at the Woodside Hospice in Pinel-
las County, with his beloved wife, 
Nancy at his side. His sweet soul found 
peace after a courageous battle with 
cancer.

He is survived by his wife Nancy 
Rousseau of Tierra Verde, Florida; a son, 
Mitchell, his wife Janet, and children 
Jessica, Megan, and Ryan of Bruns-
wick, Maine; a son, Gary, his wife Lau-
rel, and child Anthony of Brunswick, 
Maine; a son, Glen, his wife Tracy, and 
children Luccas and Hannah of Bow-
doin, Maine; a brother, Ronald Bigelow, 
of Port Orange, Florida; and a sister, 
Adrian (Sis) Adams, of East Andover.

Dick was preceded in death by his 
fi rst wife Shirley (Dustin) Rousseau; 
his father, Almedos Rousseau; and his 
mother, Sabina Yacopucci Bigelow.

Dick’s family includes a step-daugh-
ter Leslie Souliere, her husband Michael 
and children Zachary and Garrett of 
Williamsburg, Va.; and a step-daughter 
Kristen Staub, her husband Brewer and 
child Mason of Boynton Beach, Florida

His last 12 years of life were spent in 
Tierra Verde, Florida where he and his 
wife enjoyed travel, boating and their 
many friends. Born in Franklin June 
19, 1934, Dick eventually settled with 
his family on Orrs Island, Maine.

Dick joined the United States Marine 
Corps in 1951 at the age of 17, serving 
until 1954, including a tour in Korea. 
Dick then served in the Reserve Corps 
until 1959, while at the same time re-
turning to school. His education culmi-
nated in his graduation in 1962 with a 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of 
New Hampshire.

Working in the health care industry 

Obituaries  from page 41

See Obituaries  on page 43

       At Woodcrest Village, 
we specialize in unique.

Everyone is diff erent.  Some people like to be alone, while others like            to be surrounded 
by friends. At Woodcrest Village, you can rest assured that your surroundings will match 

your lifestyle and personality. You’ll feel at home with your personal belongings, an array of 
activities to choose from, if you like, and an experienced, highly trained staff . 
Our small size of forty four apartments ensures you are never lost in the crowd.

Come to Woodcrest Village, where being unique is not just 
a novelty, it is a way of life.

Assisted Living in a Gracious Village Setting
356 Main Street, New London, NH • (603) 526-2300 • www.woodcrestvillage.com

WV-207-DA Specialize Ad AB.indd   1 3/29/10   1:15:06 PM
Process Black
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IImagination magination 
nnnn An Early Enrichment 

Program

Quality, aff ordable, hands-on care • Open year round, 7:30 to 5:30
Call Doreen for more information: 735-5900

45 North Street, Andover • ImaginationInn@gmail.com

Infant / Toddler Program
Full and Part Time 

Preschool Programs
Afterschool Care

in Brunswick, Maine, and other com-
munities throughout the state, Dick 
founded numerous nursing homes and 
care facilities. Even in retirement, Dick 
continued to serve as proprietor of many 
of his business ventures, including Mon-
tello Heights Assisted Living, Montello 
Manor Nursing Home, and Assisted 
Home Care, all in Lewiston, Maine. 
Dick credited dear friend and colleague 
Ronald Coffi n with giving him his start 
in the health care industry.

Dick faced life with a smile and quite 
often with a joke. He will be greatly 
missed and remembered fondly by his 
family and friends.

Friends and loved ones held a Re-
membrance Gathering on March 23 in 
Tilton, with military honors provided 
by members of the US Marine Corps 
Honor Guard.

Dick will be laid to rest privately in 
the Rousseau Crypt at Park Cemetery 
in Tilton.

A Celebration of Life gathering will 
be held on Sunday, April 1, in Tierra 
Verde, Florida.

In lieu of fl owers, contributions may 
be made to Woodside Hospice, 6770 
102nd Avenue North, Pinellas Park FL 
33782.

HAZEL (GRAPES) VEINOT, 91, of 
Brookfi eld, Massachusetts, formerly 
of Andover, passed away on Sunday, 
March 18, 2012.

Obituaries  from page 42 She was born in South Ryegate, Ver-
mont, on April 8, 1920, the daughter of 
Frank and Tillie Grapes. She graduated 
from the former Warren High School. 
For many years she worked for the Les-
ter Holden Insurance Agency in War-
ren, Massachusetts, and in later years 
after she moved to New Hampshire, she 
worked as a bookkeeper for Hilltop Con-
dominium Association in New London.

She is survived by a daughter, Nan-
cy Lajoie and her husband Norman of 
Concord; and a daughter-in-law, Ina 
Desorcy and her husband Alan of War-
ren; fi ve grandchildren, Melody and 
her husband Donald, Roxanne and her 
husband Nicholas, Mark and his wife 
Jeanne, Deborah and her husband Neil, 
and Ericka and her husband Eric; 11 
great-grandchildren; and two great-
great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Melvin Veinot, and her son, Rich-
ard Veinot.

She was a member of the Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Ware, 
Massachusetts.

A Memorial Services for Hazel was 
held on March 24 at the Kingdom Hall 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Ware. There 
were no calling hours.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions in her Hazel’s name may be made 
to the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, 124 Gilbertville Road, Ware 
MA 01082; or to the Solamor Hospice, 
15 Midstate Drive, Suite 215, Auburn 
MA 01501. 

edge about trees and the maple syrup 
process. The children had the chance to 
see the syrup from the buckets on the 
tree, to the truck, to the outside barrel, 
to the boiling process. The trip ended 
with a delicious sampling of syrup and 
more smiles then you can imagine. 

Though the trip was great fun and 
the syrup process was fascinating, it 
was Dave who made the adventure 
quite memorable. It was yet another mo-
ment when I was reminded about this 
amazing community and the people of 
Andover who make a difference in the 

lives of so many without even 
realizing it. We are fortunate 
beyond words.

The 17th brought hope of 
catching our own leprechaun. 
Children built and decorated 
two traps in hopes of catching 
our little Irish friend. Decorat-
ed with gems, a cozy couch, a 
shiny necklace, green ribbon, 
and a secret treasure chest, the 
children anxiously set the trap 
on Friday, the16th. 

When the children returned 
on Monday, visions of catch-
ing a leprechaun were dancing 
in their heads. The children ar-

rived to fi nd their classrooms in sham-
bles! Books were thrown around, chairs 
were knocked over, and toys were 
scattered among the classroom. Sadly, 
though the traps were down, our sneaky 
leprechaun was no where to be found. 

After a great clean up from everyone 
… that tricky little leprechaun left a few 
yummy shiny chocolate coins for every 
child to enjoy. Hmmm … looks like 
we’ll need to try again next year.

Afterschool Adventures used green 
energy (and two lemons) to power a 
watch. They are enjoying many cre-
ative science activities. Ms. Ashley has 
the kindergarteners and afterschool 
children exploring both indoors and 

By Doreen Perreault
Imagination Inn

March was indeed in like a lion and 
out like a lamb. We enjoyed a month 
celebrating Dr. Seuss and all things 
green. The children enjoyed a special 
visit from Jennifer Fish, a parent and 
teacher at Salisbury Elementary School. 
Jen dressed in her full Cat In The Hat 
gear and entertained the children with 
many of our favorite Dr. Seuss stories. 
It was exciting to have Anna’s mom join 
our classroom and share her love for Dr. 
Seuss.

Our Bouncy Bears continue to 
grow by leaps and bounds. Creeping, 
crawling, and many now walking! The 
children have enjoyed many hands-on 
messy activities. While many of the 
children are not quite sure what to think 
about our indoor sandbox, there was no 
hesitation when paintbrushes and paint 
were placed on the table and children 
were encouraged to explore this slimy, 
cold substance. It was one of the many 
priceless moments we have at the Inn, 
watching our little ones exploring and 
discovering something new.

Preschoolers enjoyed a trip to Proc-
tor’s Woodland Maple Sugar Shack. 
Dave Pilla greeted our excited little 
ones and shared his extensive knowl-

Best friends Aidan Duchesne, Isaac Norris, 
Damien Jenifer, and Jordan Kenney enjoy 
Imagination Inn’s block area.

Dave Pilla and DeLana Adams, Ella Labrie, Anna Warzocha, Jordan Kenney, 
Declan Champney, Cilla Abrahamson, Daniel Shedd, Mychal Reynolds, Brae-
lyn Davis, Damien Jenifer, and Ociee Ilg take a break from maple season for 
a quick photo. Photos: Doreen Perreault

imagination iimagination innnn

See Inn  on page 45
Charles and Marion (Chadwick) HafnerCharles and Marion (Chadwick) Hafner

526-6442 • www.ChadwickFuneralService.com • Hafner@tds.net

Chadwick Funeral and Cremation ServiceChadwick Funeral and Cremation Service
PREPLAN, PREPLAN, PREPLANPREPLAN, PREPLAN, PREPLAN

We constantly hearWe constantly hear from families who have had a relative  from families who have had a relative 
preplan. They are so happy that Mom/Dad or Gram/Gramp pre-preplan. They are so happy that Mom/Dad or Gram/Gramp pre-
planned. It’s such a gift and it helps those left behind to make deci-planned. It’s such a gift and it helps those left behind to make deci-
sions which are difficult to make. sions which are difficult to make. 

It’s especially importantIt’s especially important if you don’t have any close family  if you don’t have any close family 
members. If you preplan it takes away the stress for distant relatives members. If you preplan it takes away the stress for distant relatives 
or your attorney. At least give us the basic information so necessary or your attorney. At least give us the basic information so necessary 
paperwork may be completed and the process may move along.paperwork may be completed and the process may move along.

Call Charlie or Marion Hafner at 526-6442Call Charlie or Marion Hafner at 526-6442,
or e-mail us at Hafner@tds.netor e-mail us at Hafner@tds.net
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By Carmen Bates
EAVP

Both Preschool One and Two at East 
Andover Village Preschool (EAVP) 
have been learning about artists and 
exploring their different techniques for 
creating art. We drew with scissors like 
Henri Matisse and used vibrant col-
ors like Vincent Van Gogh. We tried 
painting landscapes like Claude Monet, 
sculpting like Michelangelo, and seeing 
a picture in dots like Georges Seurat. 

By far the most enjoyed form of 
painting by all was probably Jackson 
Pollock’s style of throwing paint! The 
weather gave us some great days to go 
outside and let the paint brushes fl ing. 
Their artwork came out beautiful, the 
driveway was colorful, and the parents 
got a lot of laundry done. Thank you, 
parents, for being so understanding 
and for fostering your child’s inner art-
ist. We had a very creative and colorful 
month.

We celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday 
on March 2 by having an open house 
for families to come and enjoy some 
fun Dr. Seuss activities. We have been 
enjoying reading his books over and 
over all month as well.

Our dramatic play area has been 
transformed into a veterinary/pet cen-
ter. We have a hamster cage for smaller 
animals and a cubby area for larger ani-
mals. A lab coat and some stethoscopes 
are close by for animals in need of some 
care. All of our animals are “stuffed” 
with love from our children and prob-
ably sleep very well at night when the 
children have gone home.

We will be doing our traditional 
fundraiser in April by having the chil-
dren do the Hop-a-Thon. The children 
put on their bunny faces and ears to see 
how many hops they can do in a min-
ute. If you are interested in sponsoring 
a child, please let us know! When the 

East Andover Village Preschool
hopping is done, a healthy treat is en-
joyed, and the children are rewarded for 
their hard work.

Eric and Heide Johnson were very 
inviting and engaging on our fi eld trip 
to the Tucker Mountain Maple. Our 
Preschool Two children watched a 
tree get tapped and learned how the 
sap is made into syrup, which we all 
agreed that we love. Eric and Heide 
sent the kids and teachers each home 
with their own jar of maple syrup. I 
am sure all the families will enjoy 
and are grateful to the Johnsons for 
the yummy gift. Thank you, Eric and 
Heide!

The most egg-citing news at the Pre-
school is that our incubator has been 
turned on. This has been a successful 
and very rewarding experiment in past 
years and I, personally, am very egg-
cited to be doing this again. 

I remember the fi rst time I set up the 
incubator. With much disappointment 
… none of the eggs hatched. I did re-
search, and got a newer incubator, and 
tried again with success: four ducks 
from four eggs! The night they started 
hatching, I actually slept at the pre-
school to watch over them. I was very 
egg-cited when only one had appeared 
before the children arrived, and the oth-
ers arrived during the day. 

Make way for ducks born with love 
from the East Andover Village Pre-
school children!
2012-2013 Registration

East Andover Village Preschool’s 
2012-2013 registration process has be-
gun for children who will be three or 
four years old by September 30! We of-
fer a developmentally-appropriate cur-
riculum and hands-on exploration for 
children of three years old to fi ve years 
old. Please contact our director, Eliza-
beth Janvrin, at 735-5105 or EAVP@tds.
net. 

Heide and Eric Johnson of Tucker Mountain Maple talk to Preschool Two 
about how trees are tapped and maple syrup is made. 
 Photo: Elizabeth Janvrin

By Diane Adams
Andover After School Program 

“In like a lion, out like a lamb” is 
our theme for March. We have had a 
lot of lamb weather so far this winter. 
Sledding days have been few and far 
between. 

Last month we celebrated Valen-
tine’s Day. We were in full bloom here 
at the Annex. Hearts, hearts, and more 
hearts was the theme for last month. We 
have made stained glass hearts, bead-
ed hearts, roses made out of chocolate 
kisses, and chocolate kiss magnets. 
Let’s not forget Groundhog Day pup-
pets! The cherry cobbler and heart-
shaped cupcakes were fun to make in 
cooking class. Frosting and eating them 
were fun, too.

First, second, and third graders enjoying the valentine cupcakes that the Five 
Alive made for them.  Photo: Diane Adams

Andover After School Program
We had a full house during Febru-

ary vacation. We were open every day 
from 8 AM to 4 PM for those families 
who still had to attend work. We will 
be open on April vacation for those who 
are a part of this program. 

We are currently giving tours and ac-
cepting registration forms for the kinder-
garten program next year. Be early – we 
fi ll up fast, especially if you need after 
school care as well. We are open until 6 
PM every day of the week. Call Diane 
with any questions about our program.

Please congratulate Renee Goodwin. 
She is our new associate in the after-
noon. She has been subbing for a year 
and is a welcome addition to our staff. 
We are very excited to have her join us, 
and all of the kids love her as well. 

IS YOUR LITTLE ONE GOING TO 
KINDERGARTEN NEXT YEAR?

The Andover Five Alive Program provides day care services 
for your kindergartener for the other half of the day 

when they’re not in AE/MS kindergarten.

• We are conveniently located in the AE/MS Annex, 
right next to AE/MS 

• Uninterrupted adult supervision between AE/MS and 
AFAP programs

• Safe learning environment
• Arts & crafts daily
• Socialization with children in their class 
• Extracurricular activities with AE/MS

When your child is enrolled in our Five Alive program,
 you may use us on every school day, or just the days you select. 

AFAP is open on many days when AE/MS isn't, including:

• Teacher workshop days
• Occasional snow days, delays, and holidays
• February and April vacations

When your child is enrolled in AFAP, you have priority 
for the Andover After School Program (which is generally fi lled to 

capacity and is open until 6 PM every day after school). 

Stop in any time for a visit. 
You may also call with any questions: 735-6566

Thank You, Volunteers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without you. 

Everyone in Andover appreciates everything you do for the Beacon!



The Andover Beacon • April 2012 • Page 45

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

By Melissa Thompson
AGS 

Spring has sprung, and yes, it’s 
that time again: Softball season is just 
around the corner. We are looking for 
a few more girls from ages four to 14 
who would like to play. You don’t have 
to be from Andover. Our girls are bro-
ken up into the following teams: T-ball, 
U8, U10, U12, U14.

The t-ball players practice for a hour, 
and the other teams practice for an hour 
and a half to two hours, twice a week, 
right at AE/MS. We have games at 6 PM, 
and on some Saturdays we play against 
other towns. At the end of the season, we 
play or host a tournament. Our season is 
done before school is out. 

Andover Girls Softball (AGS) is 
in its fi fth year. We are a nonprofi t 

Andover Girls Softball
program that started in 2007 to of-
fer girls ages fi ve to 14 the chance to 
play softball in Andover. We teach the 
fundamentals of the sport to develop 
skills in an exciting, fun, and learning 
environment. 

We have a board of directors to help 
make the decisions of what we need 
to achieve throughout our season. We 
count on businesses and our communi-
ty to help support our program. We also 
do fundraising, concessions, a softball 
clinic, and a golf tournament. 

Thanks to all the volunteers who help 
make the program a success, including 
parents, board members, and coaches.

For more information or to help, con-
tact Melissa Thompson, president, at 
TMelissa68@yahoo.com or visit Andover 
Girls Softball on Facebook. 

Andover Girls Softball ran a softball clinic in the Proctor fi eld house on March 
10. Above, Melissa Thompson throws to Katie Bent while Hannah French, Chel-
sea Thompson, and India Thompson watch. Melissa says, “Thanks to all the 
girls who participated in the clinic. Continue to practice, practice, practice!”
 Photo: Robert Ofenloch

outdoors. Whether they are marching 
around local trails, exploring the forest, 
or making silly putty or slime, it’s al-
ways a great adventure.

March ended with our Prehistoric 
Dinosaur Family Night. We ventured 
back in time and experienced life in the 
prehistoric ages. The night was fi lled 
with fossil hunting, ice age chipping, 
dinosaur tattoos, cave writing, and an 
erupting volcano. We had an egg-cel-
lent time and even enjoyed a visit from 
the Easter Bunny.

Spring will reach the Inn in April. 
Classrooms will be fi lled with fl ow-
ers, buzzing bees, and summer scents. 
We will be opening our windows and 
letting the sun shine in. We will be 
wandering around the campus, hiking 
the rail trails, and watching as Mother 
Nature transforms the world around 
us. 

We are looking forward to enjoying 
a few “bring your bike to school” days. 
Spring time at the Inn is best described 
by dear Winnie the Pooh: “When you 
see someone putting on his Big Boots, 
you can be pretty sure that an Adven-
ture is going to happen.” I expect spring 
will bring a few puddle jumping, mud 

Inn  from page 43 cake building adventures at the Inn.
We will be hopping our way through 

Easter and enjoying our bunny hop and 
hoola hoop games. With any luck, April 
showers will bring May fl owers.
Summer Camp

Summer camp enrollment contin-
ues. Imagination Inn is a year-round 
program, open from 7:30 AM to 5:30 
PM. Our summer campers will enjoy 
weekly events and themes. Our older 
campers will be planting a garden, 
discovering green energy, building a 
rocket, and creating some yum treats 
in the kitchen. Weekly themes include 
Silly Science, Kids in the Kitchen, and 
Olympic Games. 

Our youngest campers will enjoy 
daily walks through the area, outdoor 
water play, and many hands-on messy 
fun activities (are there any other 
kind?). 

Fall enrollment is also knocking on 
our doorstep. For more information on 
either summer or fall enrollment, call 
735-5900 (ask for Doreen) or e-mail us 
your questions at ImaginationInn@gmail.
com You can always check out the lat-
est school happenings, view photos of 
our classrooms, and learn more about 
the Inn by visiting our Facebook page 
at Imagination Inn. 

MKIM press release
Registration is now open for the 

Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum 
(MKIM) Turtle Island Day Camp. The 
summer day camp on MKIM’s 10 acres 
of fi elds and forest in Warner offers boys 
and girls ages six to 12 outdoor activi-
ties, crafts, games, storytelling, music, 
and art based on Native American cul-
ture, all with an environmental aware-
ness component. 

Each week-long session includes 
visits from special guests and/or Native 
American tradition bearers. This year’s 
weekly sessions are 

Games and Challenges• 
Archaeology Week• 
The Powwow is Coming• 
Survival Week• 
Land, Lore, and Animals• 
Spin a Story Web• 
Weave a Story Web • 

Turtle Island Summer Day 
Camp Registration Opens

The camp runs June 25 through Au-
gust 3, Monday through Friday, from 9 
AM to 3 PM. Extended care is available 
in the mornings and the afternoons. 
Space is limited to 12 campers each 
week. Sign up for one week or as many 
as you like. 

Turtle Island Day Camp is com-
pletely accessible and is licensed by the 
state. Financial aid is available. Turtle 
Island Day Camp accepts New Hamp-
shire Childcare Assistance funds. For 
registration forms or more information, 
visit IndianMuseum.org or call 456-2600 
x226. 

EAVP
PO Box 84

East Andover
NH 03231

East AndoverEast Andover
Village Preschool

Now Accepting 
REGISTRATIONS 

For 2012-2013 School Year

 7 Chase Hill Road • East Andover NH 03231 • 735-5105 • EAVP@tds.net

Children must be 
3 years old or 4 years old 

on or before September 30, 2012

Creating memories since 1979Creating memories since 1979

hoolhool
g 

ONS 

Full Time 3 

Full Time 3 
& 4 Year Old 

& 4 Year Old 
Programs!

Programs!

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Grooming by Appointment • 735-6083

Call

Joan Marie’s 
 in Wilmot
Tanning Bed & Hair Styling

Specializing in Hair Color
Cut & Style Wigs

Unisex for All Ages

The Only Tanning Bed 
in Town!

Reiki II

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

526-2109
M, W, Th, F: 7:30-12:30 & 3-8

Sat: 7:30-12:30

GOT NEWS?
We don’t have a fl eet of reporters 
– we rely on you to let us know 

what’s going on around Andover.  
Call or e-mail with news today!

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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peting against the best junior athletes in 
the United States.”

Fifteen-year-old Matt Doyle of Salis-
bury is a freshman at Merrimack Val-
ley High School. Matt has had some 
of his best results this past winter and 
has consistently placed in the top ten at 

national competitions. This will be his 
third year on the Junior National team, 
and he is hoping to be successful in both 
the individual and team events. 

Matt has also just earned the pres-
tigious title of 2012 New Hampshire 
High School Ski Jumping Champion. 
“I worked and trained really hard this 
past year, and the results are evident in 
both my ski jumping and cross-country 
skiing,” said Matt. “I have a lot more 
experience, and I am more confi dent. I 
plan to do my best and give it my all.”

The Ski Jumping and Nordic-Com-
bined Junior Nationals is an elite com-
petition for US top junior athletes. If 
you would like more information about 
the Junior Olympic program and Ski 
Jumping and Nordic-combined, visit 
SkiJumpEast.com. For more information 
about the Andover Outing Club, visit 
Facebook.com/AndoverOutingClub. 

Sophie Reynolds braves the Hoop of Fire.  Photos: Tim Norris

By Tim Norris
Andover Outing Club

The Lebanon Mud Meet is 
the end of the season event for 
most area ski jumpers. There 
is a cross country race, a giant 
slalom race, and a ski jump on 
Lebanon’s K25. As results are 
being tallied, there is a hoop 
of fi re, a tradition in Lebanon 
for many years. Most all of the 
Andover Outing Club (AOC) 
skiers got through the hoop. 
The highest scoring AE/MS 
student was David Reynolds.

The top fi nishers came from 
Plymouth High School’s state 
champion ski jumping team, but AOC’s AJ King, from Salisbury, fi nished a 
strong fi fth, and he was by far the youngest jumper on the podium. It was a great 
way to fi nish the season. 

Andover Outing Club

Andover Outing Club jumpers at the Lebanon 
Mudmeet included Sarah Bean of Wolfeboro, 
Aiden Cox, Matt Reynolds, Dave Reynolds, 
and Sophie Reynolds.

Eastern Ski Jumping press release
Andover Outing Club (AOC) skiers 

Luke Daniels and Matt Doyle earned 
positions on the 2012 Eastern Ski Jump-
ing and Nordic-Combined Team. This 
year’s Junior National competition was 
held on March 3 through 7 in Park City, 
Utah. The athletes competed both indi-
vidually and as a team on the K65 meter 
ski jump as well as a cross-country in-
dividual and team sprint.

“It is quite an accomplishment mak-
ing it to this level in ski jumping and 
Nordic-combined, and it takes a lot of 
training and dedication” states AOC 
coach Tim Norris. “Luke and Matt both 
started their ski jumping and Nordic-
combined careers at the Andover Out-
ing Club, and it is great to see them 
reach this competition level.”

The two athletes are proud to repre-
sent the Andover Outing Club and the 
East in the 2012 Junior Nationals. The 
athletes train year round both locally 
and nationally. Throughout this past 
year they have trained and competed in 
Chicago; Park City; Steamboat Springs; 
Minneapolis; Lake Placid; Brattleboro, 
Vermont; and Salisbury, Connecticut.

Fifteen-year-old Luke Daniels of 
Loudon is a sophomore at Northwood 
School in Lake Placid, New York. Luke 
competes on the national circuit and has 
had great results this winter. In January, 
Luke competed in Minneapolis, where 
he placed third and was the only Amer-
ican on the podium. After his success in 
Minneapolis, he competed in Foxgrove, 
Illinois, where he won his fi rst North 
American competition.

“This past year has been a challenge 
for me, because of a knee injury. I had 
four weeks of physical therapy and 
missed a good portion of summer train-
ing. After I was cleared to train, I had 
to train harder and more often than ever 
before,” said Luke. 

“I am excited to be competing in this 
National competition, and it is quite an 
honor to be part of this elite team. I am 
looking forward to this event and com-

Andover Outing Club members Matt Doyle and Luke Daniels competed at 
the US Junior Nationals in Park City, Utah, this year.  Photo: Kathleen Doyle

Luke Daniels had his game face on in 
Utah.  Photo: Terri Daniels

Andover Outing Club Skiers 
Compete In Junior Nationals

NEW HORIZONS HAIRSTYLISTS, LLC 

170 Main Street 

Andover, NH 03216 

(603) 735-5289 

Hair care for the entire family! 

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor

Welcome Holly Noyes to our New Horizons Team!
Mary H. Meier, Proprietor, Stylist

Meghan C. Barton, Stylist
170 Main Street • Andover • 735-5289
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AE/MS Athletic Department
The school year seems to be fl ying 

by, which means we are gearing up to 
start the track season. The season start-
ed on Monday, March 26. Grades six 
through eight will be representing the 
school at fi ve meets this year:

April 13 at Winnisquam• 
April 20 at Gilford• 
May 2 at Merrimack Valley• 
May 9 at Bow• 
May 18 at Bow• 

All meets start at 4 PM.
Coach Nick Fairall will be returning 

to Andover for his third season with the 

AE/MS Track & Field
team. With his great energy and knowl-
edge of the sport, the athletes are sure to 
soar this year. Coach Fairall motivates 
students in a fun fashion that makes 
getting fi t for track an enjoyable expe-
rience. The school is truly honored to 
have him be a part of the team.

Visit Andover.K12.NH.us for updates 
of the team’s success and any changes 
in the schedule. Go, Eagles!  

Rebekah Stearns competed as a 
member of the Merrimack Valley High 
School (MVHS) Math Team in the 
New Hampshire State Math Meet on 
March 20 at Plymouth State University. 
Bekah is also one of several Andover 
students in the MVHS Key Club, which 
has a convention in April in Springfi eld, 
Massachusetts. She is also competing 
in Granite State Elite Girls Lacrosse 
and looking forward to the MVHS la-

crosse program beginning in the spring. 
Bekah also participated in the MVHS 
play Anything Goes as a stage hand. 

Parents! Please send information 
to the Beacon about your high school, 
college, and post-graduate children’s 
accomplishments! What little informa-
tion we receive without your help is 
spotty at best. Please help us recognize 
our Andover students more fully as they 
venture into the world. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
Rebekah Stearns

Proctor Academy Honor Roll
2011/2012 - Winter Term • Day Students

Head’s List
Kelsey Allen Andover
Kelsie Berry Andover
Eva Berton Andover
Peter Durkin Elkins
Elliot Fleming Andover
Allie Folcik Wilmot
Michaela Folcik Wilmot
Silvia Graf New London
Tyler Graf New London
Megan Hanscom Andover
Kate Kozain New London
Sage Morison Andover
Madalyn Pfeifer Andover
Rose Snyder New London
Michaela Trefethen Andover

Honors
Sam Barrett Andover
Alicia Barry Andover
Stephanie Bonewald New London

Molly Comrie Andover
Breanna Davis Andover
Jen Ellms New London
Caleb Frantz Andover
Nathan French Andover
Erin Hanscom Andover
Olivia Henriques Andover
Jake Hubbard Andover
Emma Limburg New London
Emily Morison Andover
Monica Newton Andover
Bailey Powers Andover
Julia Sargent New London
Kyle Sargent New London
Emmalie Snyder New London
Hallie Southworth Andover
Madison Trefethen Andover
Andrew Young Andover
Ian Wood New London

AE/MS Athletic Department
The middle school basketball teams 

completed the 2011-2012 season with a 
great deal of excitement and fun. Both 
teams traveled to Sunapee for the an-
nual dawn-to-dusk tournament. The 
teams capped off their season with a 
celebration night with the parents.

The season ended on a very high 
note for both teams. The boys’ coaches 
noticed the improvement in the team’s 
defense and solid offense that pushed 
them forward to show growth in the 
teams abilities on the court. The coach-
ing staff was very impressed with their 
team’s work ethic in practice to improve 
their basketball skills.

The girls’ season ended with a bang, 
winning their last fi ve out of six games. 
They did this with a true team effort. 
Each member on the team contributed 

AE/MS Basketball
to a successful season.

“The girls never give up. When they 
step on the court, they give 110% the 
whole time,” said Coach Tucker. With 
great sportsmanship and hustle, the girls’ 
team had an enjoyable season to watch.

Both teams fi nished the season with 
their traditional challenge game against 
the parents. This was followed by a pot 
luck dinner and awards ceremony. The 
games were fi lled with smiles and fun. 
The boys followed up the girls with an-
other great effort. The celebration was 
capped off with awards presented to the 
teams for completing a season full of 
growth and success. Way to go, Eagles.

The Andover basketball coaches 
would like to thank the fabulous parents 
for all their help in making this another 
great season for the students. Thank 
you from AE/MS. 

New London Chiropractic 
Center, PLLC

Dr. Olivia Powers 
Weathers

71 Pleasant St.

Offering holistic and 
 comprehensive care

Accommodating hours—both 
early morning and evening 

available

526-NLCC

526-6522

 AE/MS 2012-2013AE/MS 2012-2013
Kindergarten Registration
Information Gathering
Wed., April 11

If your child will be 
5 years old on or before 

September 30, 2012 please 
call Mrs. Parenteau to 

schedule an appointment. 

735-5494

In Support of 
The Andover Beacon

Funeral Directors
J. Douglas Smart
Scott W. Davis

Brian D. Constant
SmartFuneralHome.com

SMART 
MEMORIAL HOME

BOB’S SHOP
Aluminum Storm Windows

Replacement Windows
Storm Doors

Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass

Patio Enclosures 
with Canvas

Window Repairs
Screen Repairs

Since 1954
Elkins • 526-6165 anytime

New London Outing Club, PO Box 1856, New London, NH, 

03257, 526-8321�Website: www.theoutingclub.net NLOC is a 

501(c)(3) tax exempt, charitable non-profit organization 

HOOPFEST
SECOND ANNUAL

 

All players can enter: 

Men, Women, short, tall, 

college standout, 

rec league champion, 

intramural player, gym rat, 

or AAU player. 

Youngest players in 

Ninth Grade by Sept.'10.

The sky's the limit for the 

oldest player.

COME 

OUT 

AND 

PLAY 

HARD !

 

Saturday April 10 at 10 AM

Outing Club Indoor Center 

New London

4 players per team: $40/team

1/2 court games

20 points in 25 mins

(which ever comes first)

Become a 

Local icon 

WIN the shirt ! 

and 

Bragging 

Rights 

for the 

year.

Call or E-Mail Chelsea Gill 

to Register Your TEAM

603-526-8321    

chelseanloc@gmail.com

$400 

cash prize 

and 

THE SHIRT

 '12

$400
cash 
prize

$50/team

Saturday April 14 at 10 AM
Team check-in at 9:45 AM
Outing Club Indoor Center, New London

Fourth Annual

Become a 
local icon!
WIN 
bragging 
rights 
for the 
year!

SCHOOL 
MATTERS!

The Beacon needs volunteers to help 
gather school news, especially news of 
our Andover students at MVHS!  If you 

can help, please call 735-6099.
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Proctor students began the spring term on March 21 with a small-group 
“Project Period.” In addition to providing highly focused learning experi-
ences, the projects also involve service to the community. In the photo 
above, AE/MS alumni Madison Powers and Tim Braley work with AE/MS 
fi rst graders Triana Caron and Bruce Clough. Below, Tim Braley poses with 
fi ve of his cousins from Mr. Wiley’s fi rst grade class: Brandon Dukette, Aid-
en Heller, Brittany Mead, Elias Davis, and Ryan Carey. 
 Photos and caption: Chuck Will

YIELD

UNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
Steering today’s youth in the right direction

Lynda & Bob Underhill
152 Whittemore Rd
Salisbury • 648-2308

nhdrivingschool.com
Bob’s cell: 748-0193

Lynda’s cell: 748-0207

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies &

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
WINTER HOURS

Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 8
Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 9

HOT SOUPS
HOMEMADE CHILI • ENTREES

SUBS - WRAPS - BURGERS - FRIED FOODS
Check out our monthly deli specials. Let us make you breakfast!

Breakfast Sandwiches, Brothers Donuts
Green Mtn. Coffee, Fruit & Yogurt Cups • Come in or call ahead!
193 Main Street, Andover193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406735-5406

TNTTNT
AUTOBODYAUTOBODY

Tom Heath • tntautobody@tds.net
8 Stewart St. • Andover • 735-4360
215 Lake St. • Bristol • 744-8448

3 Indoor Tennis Courts: 
Adult Clinics/Burn Drills, Children's

Instruction, Leagues, Private Lessons
Pickleball Courts

Fully Equipped Fitness Center:
Cybex Strength, Body Combat Class, 

Cardio & Free Weight Equipment, Jr Hoist 
Strength Equipment, Personal Training, 
Body Pump, Zumba, & Gentle Flow Yoga

Couple, Family, Junior, & Insurance
Discounts Available!

MountainsideRFC.com 31 King Hill Rd. New London, NH

Mountainside Racquet & Fitness Center

Ad
Ins

Ful
Cyb

Cardi
Stre
Body

Co

Mount
526-9293526-9293

GRACE’S 
RadioShack ®

863-4942
Junction Route 11 & 103

Newport

526-2405
New London 

Shopping Center

• Televisions
• Stereos
• Satellites
• Cell Phones
• CB Radios

• Computer Parts & Supplies
• Antenna Systems & Installs
• Telephones & Accessories

Kearsarge Unitar ian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend William E. Nelson, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship on Sundays
526-8213 • kuufnh.org

BEACON DEADLINE: THE 15TH!
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Susan Schultz and her yoga students demonstrate some of their favorite 
yoga positions.  Photo: Brandon Jackson

By Susan Schultz
AE/MS Counselor

Since January 18, a wonderful group 
of AE/MS students have met after 
school on Wednesdays to learn yoga 
poses, deep breathing, meditation, and 
relaxing visualization, complete with 
calming music.

Students have learned a yoga routine 
that has included many poses such as 
sphinx, cobra, boat, fi sh, bridge, wheel, 
tree, mountain, warrior, and more. They 
have also had fun learning partner pos-

es such as open heart, double boat, roof-
tops, lizard on a rock, and double dog.

Students who have participated are 
Gavin Elliott, Jarrett Benson, Emmi 
Abrahamson, Kyleigh Fanny, Galen 
Whitman, Hawk McCord, Lilly Furt-
kamp, Katie Bent, and Cyrus King.

Doing yoga is a great way to stretch 
and strengthen your body as well as re-
duce overall stress. Many adult classes 
are offered in the area, and DVDs can 
teach you how to do yoga at home. Ev-
eryone can benefi t! 

AE/MS Students Stretch and 
Strengthen in Yoga Class

Michael and Brenden Miller enjoyed the face painting station on Carnival 
Day. AE/MS student council members organized the popular Spirit Week, 
which ended with Carnival Day. They received high praise from carnival at-
tendees.  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Susan Schultz
AE/MS Counselor

There are a lot of happenings com-
ing up during these last few months of 
school.

On March 28 we had a spring Mix-It-
Up At Lunch Day. Students were seated 
by colors assigned to them to encourage 
getting to know people with whom they 
don’t normally sit.

On Wednesday, April 11, the eighth 
graders will be going on a fi eld trip to 
the Concord Regional Vocational Tech-
nical Center (CRVTC) at Concord High 
School. Students who attend MVHS 
are able to apply to vocational pro-
grams at CRVTC for their junior year. 
Some of the programs offered include: 
automotive, culinary arts, cosmetology, 
criminal justice, graphic arts, computer 
technology, and health sciences.

On Thursday, May 3, we will cel-
ebrate an early Cinco de Mayo Mix-It-
Up At Lunch Day, complete with music 
and a taco bar.

AE/MS Guidance News
On Thursday, May 24, an educator 

from the Rape and Domestic Violence 
Crisis Center will be presenting an 
hour-long bully-proofi ng program to 
sixth graders, as well as an hour-long 
presentation to seventh graders on fl irt-
ing versus hurting. Bully-Proofi ng will 
focus on the types of bullying and how 
to handle it. Flirting versus Hurting will 
focus on the difference between healthy 
boy-girl relationships and controlling 
and abusive relationships.

Representatives from MVHS will 
be coming to AE/MS to explain course 
registration to the eighth grade and will 
also be holding a parent information 
night. The date is yet to be determined.

Also in the works are presentations 
by the New Hampshire Higher Educa-
tion Assistance Foundation to get our 
fi fth and eighth graders thinking about 
the possibility of college: Get on the Bus 
for the fi fth grade and Are You Smart-
er than a 12th Grader? for the eighth 
grade. 1.800.524.9243

• Commercial
• Residential
• Fire Alarm
• Security
• Card Access
• Testing
• Inspection
• Maintenance
• Intercoms
• Central Vacuum 

Systems
• Camera / Video
• Temperature 

Control
• Freeze Alarm
• 24 hr. UL Listed 

Central Station

• Let us protect your investment with 
24 HOUR MONITORING.

• Prevent FROZEN pipes & FLOODED 
basements.

• Save on heating costs. Arrive to a warm 
home in the winter and a cool home in 
the summer with REMOTE ACCESS 
TEMPERATURE CONTROL.

• Complete alarm coverage from 
Pelham to Pittsburg.

• Call today for a free consultation and 
evaluation.

Real Life Security for Real Life Needs

37 Washington Street, Penacook NH  •  100 Main Street, Lancaster NH

CapitolAlarms.com
77 Franklin Street • Franklin • TalkingtonEyeCare.com

934-4155 • eagleyedoc@myfairpoint.net

Our routine eye exam includes a thorough 
ocular health check, including screening for 
cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration 

and diabetic eye disease.

Accepting New Patients of all ages!
Check out our Large Selection of Frames

and Contact Lenses.

Talkington Eye Care
 Richard L. Talkington, OD

Let us provide all of your routine eye care needs!

Support Our Advertisers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 

And be sure to thank them for advertising!
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Is Oobleck a liquid or a solid? Dillan Reed and his father, Jim, investigated 
in the fourth grade classroom following parent breakfast. 
 Photo and caption: Molly Kidane

By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

The halls are alive with the buzz of 
poetry! Thursday, April 12, is Poetry 
Night. This semi-formal evening be-
gins promptly at 6:30 PM. It has be-
come a favorite tradition at AE/MS. It 
is a school performance where we insist 
on a very quiet audience. 

All students in grades one through 
eight choose and memorize poems. 
They practice at home and in the class-
room, and then they recite before judg-
es. Finalists from each grade are then 
chosen to recite at Poetry Night. The 
students do an amazing job! It is not 
always easy to get up in front of an au-
dience and recite but many of our stu-
dents have become quite comfortable in 
front of a crowd. 

Every year I have adults tell me that 
they wish they’d had the opportunity to 
recite and perform when they were in 
the early grades, as it would have helped 
them later in life. Poetry recitation is an 
important skill.

We have offi cially made it into the 
third and fi nal trimester of the 2011-12 
school year. Report cards have been 
sent home, and parent / teacher / student 
conferences are encouraged.

Wednesday, April 11, is kindergar-
ten registration. We are excited to have 
a large class entering next year.
Fisher Cats Game

AE/MS is going to the Fisher Cats 
baseball game on Monday, April 16. 
Our band will be playing during the 
seventh-inning stretch. They will play 
God Bless America and Take Me Out 
to the Ball Game. Currently there are 
51 of us attending the game, and we’ll 
be sitting in Section 104, Rows E, F, 
G, and H. Join us!. You can get tick-
ets at TinyURL.com/7t964d6. Don’t wait, 
because when word gets out that our 
band is playing, the game will sell out 
fast!
MVHS Senior Project Roadshow

Andover seniors at Merrimack Val-
ley High School will be bringing their 
senior projects to AE/MS on the morn-
ing of Friday, April 20, from 8:30 to 
9:30 AM. The community is invited 
to attend the Senior Project Roadshow 

AE/MS NEWSAE/MS NEWS

in the gym. There will be several short 
presentations and refreshments. It will 
be an enjoyable morning!
SHARE Day

Please consider being part of 
SHARE Day 2012 on Friday, May 18. 
There will be a variety of workshops 
in the morning, a delicious lunch, and 
entertainment in the afternoon. You can 
volunteer in many ways. Teach a craft, 
sport, skill, or activity, or help make the 
day go smoothly.

The AE/MS Band and Chorus 
Concert will be Thursday, May 24, 
instead of May 17. There was a con-
fl ict with the Rock N’ Race, in which 
many AE/MS families and staff mem-
bers participate. 

Speaking of the Rock N’ Race, 
community members are welcome 
to join our AE/MS team and partici-
pate in the fun evening! It’s all about 
fun, exercise, great food, a t-shirt, 
and good entertainment. It’s not about 
competition. 

Most importantly, it’s all for a good 
cause. Proceeds go to the Payson Cen-
ter for Cancer Care at Concord Hos-
pital. Come join the thousands of run-
ners at the New Hampshire Statehouse.
 

The fi rst graders in Mr. Wiley’s 
class used the Smart Board to look 
at pictures sent from Ani McIntyre 
while she was on vacation. 
 Photo: Jen Bent

Tilton Medical Assoc., PLLC
243 East Main St, Tilton • 286-8907

Dr M. Jonathan Mishcon

Tilton Medical Associates are proud to 
support The Andover Beacon.

Andover’s Andover’s 
Friendly Friendly 
Place for Place for 

Great FoodGreat Food
Visit our other locations in 

Sunapee•Bradford•Woodstock 

Quechee•Windsor•Grantham
and at

394 Main St., New London 
526-9202
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fundraisers raise awareness for people 
who struggle with Down Syndrome?” 

Brendan Coll: “How do I obtain a 
patent for my invention?” 

Edie Corey: “How do artifi cial 
ultra-violet rays from tanning beds and 
from the sun affect the skin of a healthy 
young adult?” 

Savanna Donovan: “What does 
it take to design and build a sturdy and 
reliable chicken coop?” 

Adam Ellis: “Is it hard to rebuild 
and restore a four-stroke dirt bike?” 

Ashleigh Fife: “What do I need to 
do to scuba dive safely and properly?” 

Elise Goodwin: “Why is participat-
ing in extracurricular activities impor-
tant to help maintain school programs?” 

Tyler Heath: “How does automobile 
restoration save time and money, and 

Roadshow  from page 52 how does it affect the environment?” 
Ashley Lamson: “What is the na-

ture of equine behavior?” 
Ashley Lloyd: “What is the impor-

tance of volunteering with children?” 
Rhianna Newton: “What are the 

pros and cons of getting into the real es-
tate market?” 

Joseph Rego: “How has skate-
boarding changed from when it fi rst 
came about until the present day?” 

Nicholas Shaw: “How does exer-
cise lead to a healthy physical and men-
tal life?” 

India Thompson: “What does a 
21st-century crime lab look like?” 

Jonathan Wagner: “In what 
ways has human civilization used stone 
to build and construct?” 

Kyle Wiley: “How can I use my ex-
perience with disease to encourage oth-
ers to help make a difference?”  

By Jesse Coffey
MVHS ’12

For my senior project I decided to 
raise awareness for Down Syndrome, 
and I thought to myself, “What better 
way to do it then a benefi t concert?” 

Music is a passion of mine, and I 
thought it would be a good learning 
stretch as well as a way to raise money 
for a good organization that not only 
helps with Down Syndrome awareness, 
but helps with the adoption of Down 
Syndrome kids. 

Reece’s Rainbow was the organiza-
tion I chose, and they do a lot of work to 
help kids fi nd their forever homes. Over 
650 kids have found homes thanks to 
Reece’s in less than six years. 

The concert was held on March 10 
at the Penacook Community Center. It 
featured Ron Noyes from the Ron Noy-
es Band, who’s played with artists such 
as John Popper from the Blues Travel-
ers, and even won a New England Mu-

Jesse Coffey Organizes 
Down Syndrome Fundraiser

sic Award. It also featured State Repre-
sentative Kevin Avard, who performed 
many soulful songs at the show. Baked 
goods were sold and a 50/50 raffl e was 
held. Donations were welcome, and all 
proceeds went to Reece’s Rainbow. 

Almost $500 was raised for Reece’s 
Rainbow, and although that was not the 
goal I had set for myself personally, it 
could still make a difference for a par-
ent to be able to adopt or not. Reece’s 
Rainbow recently held the Twenty-One 
Days of Hope, which is a way to spread 
awareness and raise money for their or-
ganization. People could donate $21 un-
til March 21 to help keep Reece’s going 
for the rest of the 2012 year. 

It took a lot of work and time man-
agement, but these kinds of fundraisers 
are possible if you set your mind to it, 
and with the right cause, it could make a 
difference for another person’s life.

For more information, visit Reeces-
Rainbow.org. 

Jesse Coffey presented a check for over $450 to Taryn Seybold of Reece’s 
Rainbow after his senior project fundraiser for the organization.
 Photo: Jennifer Coffey

By Carmen Bates
AE/MS PTO

What we have been doing: Popcorn/
Fruit Friday is every Friday for students 
who have signed up. Thank you to all our 
helpers to make this busy morning happen! 

The Eagle Store has been stocked 
and is ready for the fi nal months of 
school. Thank you, Mel! 

The coffee machine in the staff 
lounge has been switched over, and 
anyone interested in buying coffee 
should contact Amy Fecteau at AmyF@
proctornet.com. 

We served snow cones on Friday of 
Spirit Week, and it was well enjoyed! 
Thank you to all the volunteers and 
for the donation of ice from the Inn at 
Pleasant Lake.

AE/MS Parent-Teacher Organization
What we will be doing in the next 

few months: We are in the process of 
trying to plan another Moose/Fish night 
with the MooseMan, Rick Libbey. 

The PTO is helping to raise money 
and make plans for the new playground. 
Keep saving box tops; it has been an 
unbelievable year of saving them by the 
students and parents! 

We need ideas to be a part of the bike 
rodeo that the school will be hosting as 
well as volunteers to help that day. It is 
that time of year to start thinking about 
Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week!

If you have any ideas or want to help 
in any way, please contact me at Car-
menBates@comcast.net or come to the 
next PTO meeting on Monday, April 9, 
at 6:30 PM in the AE/MS library. 

AE/MS Athletic Department
The Andover One Wheelers uni-

cycling group has begun once again. 
Wednesday afternoons are fi lled with 
laughter and music as the students of 
Andover master the challenge of bal-
ancing on one wheel.

Beginners, Intermediates, and Ad-
vanced riders have taken to the gym 
to improve their skills with a unicycle. 
Teams are lead by Ms. Peters and Ms. 
Keezer once again. With their great 
leadership and excitement, the students 
develop and create routines to showcase 

their vast skills of balance.
Liz Labrie is back for her last year as 

a One Wheeler. “When spring comes, it 
means more fun with One Wheelers. I 
am going to miss it a lot”

Another eighth grader on his fi nal 
year is Ben Yusko. “It is bittersweet that 
it is our last year. I have really enjoyed 
it.”

It is never too late to learn. Grades 
third through eighth are welcome to 
join the fun. The true sign of spring has 
come, because students of Andover are 
out and riding on their unicycles. 

Andover One Wheelers
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AE/MS Spirit Week ended with Carnival Day. Posing (above) are Mrs. Bent 
and Ms. Hildebrand. Rumor has it they are taking their carnival act on the 
road.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Senior Projects at MVHS are a re-
ally big deal, but besides the senior’s 
friends and families, few Andover resi-
dents have the chance to see the amaz-
ing projects our Andover seniors plan 
and execute each year. 

This year, that changes! 
Please come to AE/MS on Friday, 

April 20, between 8:30 and 9:30 AM to 
see the culmination of Andover seniors’ 
careers at MVHS. There will be coffee 
and doughnuts and some very interest-

ing projects to peruse. 
Here is a list of Andover seniors and 

their projects. They have all been invited 
to display their project in the fi rst-ever 
Andover Senior Project Roadshow. 

Danielle Adams: “How can ex-
ercise benefi t the whole community at 
once?” 

Chantal Caron: “How does the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit help new-
borns survive and keep families in-
volved?” 

Jesse Coffey: “How can 

AE/MS Hosts First-Ever AE/MS Hosts First-Ever 
SENIOR PROJECT ROADSHOWSENIOR PROJECT ROADSHOW

Fifth-graders Britta Johnson and Kathryn Thompson interviewed AE/MS’ 
new librarian, Joy Annas, for the Beacon. Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Britta Johnson and Kathryn Thompson
AE/MS Fifth Grade Students

Ms. Joy Annas is the new librar-
ian at AE/MS. Ms. Annas comes to us 
from Pennsylvania. She took the place 
of Mrs. Donaldson, who had been here 
since 1999. Mrs. Donaldson made our 
library the great place it is today. We in-
terviewed Mrs. Annas at the end of her 
fi rst full week at AE/MS.

What is your favorite book?
Naturally, being a librarian, Ms. An-

nas didn’t have just one favorite book. 
She loves Green Eggs and Ham, I Had 
Trouble Getting to Solla Sollew, and A 
Wrinkle in Time. Her favorite author is 
James Patterson.

What are your hobbies?
Ms. Annas likes to play the guitar 

and sing. She loves to kayak and swim 
in New Hampshire lakes. She also en-
joys stenciling and painting.

Looking around the library, we no-
ticed a lot of stuffed animals that were 
never there before. So our next ques-
tion: Do you like stuffed animals?

Ms. Annas collected a lot of stuffed 
animals when she was a second grade 
teacher. Her second graders loved them. 
Now the stuffed animals are in the AE/
MS library and help kindergarten stu-
dents choose books. Polar bears are her 
favorite. She collects polar bear stuffed 
animals and pictures.

What do you think of AE/MS now 
that you have settled in?

Ms. Annas said she loves our school 
and thinks it is the perfect size. “The 
boys and girls are very polite and re-
spectful.” Everyone has made her feel 
welcome.

We are happy that Ms. Annas came 
to our school. Stop in and visit our li-
brary and meet Ms. Annas. 

Welcome to AE/MS, 
Ms. Annas

By Jennifer Bent 
AE/MS First Grade Teacher 

Watch out 21st century, here comes 
AE/MS! 

From Wikipedia: “The Smart Board 
is an interactive whiteboard that uses 
touch detection for user input – e.g. 
scrolling, right mouse-click – in the 
same way normal PC input devices, 
such as a mouse or keyboard, detect 
input. A projector is used to display a 
computer’s video output on the inter-
active whiteboard, which then acts as 
a large touch screen.” 

Camryn Perkins and Maggie Kellogg point to the Smart Board displaying one 
of their favorite math games. There’s another picture of AE/MS’ new Smart 
Boards in action on page 50. Photo: Jennifer Bent

AE/MS Introduces 
Smart Boards

Smart Boards allow students the 
opportunity to access information, 
view videos, and utilize interactive 
educational games. They can also be 
used as a virtual whiteboard. Students 
and teachers use these devices to in-
struct, reinforce skills and strategies, 
and to make the World Wide Web 
come to life within the classroom. 

Currently, we have fi ve Smart 
Boards in our school. Everyone is 
welcomed to come visit our class-
rooms and see technology in action! 
 

See Roadshow  on page 51


